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As Mr.Bodmer, th? ingeni- 
ous author of the Mhr-, 
ing work, has not r\ 
any introduAory difcourO* . , 
(bis, which many mz 
o&^flion of Ibme coi;.i^^: 

^aU endeavour ui i\x\\ \ ^ . 
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iv The Translator's 

It muft be acknowledged that 
this performance is founded on 
the greateft events uiilefs we ex- 
cept the fall and redemption of 
man, that ever happened to this 
terraqueous globe : an event the 
mo'fl^aftofplhingand tremendous, 
both with refpe<^ to its rational 
and its mere animal inhabitants : 
;in event, yrhicja from the flight 
•fketch-6f i* we find in the fecred. 
Scriptures, muft immediately ap- 
pear to every thinking mind to 
be attended with, many amazing, 
many interefting particulars ; for 
what Cafi'be of greater €onf(»» 
quence, or ' What mdrt ftriking, 
than the ruin and recovery of * a- 
world ? A grand, ' aii aWful dnd 
furprizing exhibition of the jaf- 
tice, and the grace of thfr Most 
High! 
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\ From the nature of a work like 
this, many circumftances in them- 
felves highly probable,* may at 
the firft glance, to thofe who have 
only confidered the fubje£t in *a 
curfory view, appear ftrange, aitd 
without the leaft degree of proba- 
bility. It is proper therefore be- 
fore, we enter on this fcene of won- 
ders to anticipate and obviate fudi 
objcftibns as maiy poffiWy arife 
in the minds of the reader, 

■ 

ft * 

Some may, perhaps ^ objeft to 
our author's having reprefented 
Paradife as placed on a moun- 
tain, and to its being inhabited 
by the families of Noah and 
S1PHA5 but it will be fufficicnt 
to obferve, that the opinion of 

A3 



ii The TkAVitAitciL\ 

Paradife being fcated on a lofty 
cmineqce is of great antiquity^ 
and that no place couJd be niorc 
l^oper to pveferve ihc few virtiir 
ous deflined to re-people the 
earth, againft the example, the 
jrage and crueUy of a biood*thIr£- 
ly and unpious. world, tbanwhait 
i>ur author calU the Heaven* 
guarded mount > ai:ul that this was 
realty thctir facjred retreat it the 
more probable, from Jthe ancient 
opinion, that this garden, of Go i> 
continued in being till it was de- 
jftrc^ed by the deluge. 

To thofe who are apt to confider 
the time before the flood in too gc* 
jjeral a light, it may appear ftrange 
to hear of jpotent empires, and 
mighty nations^ in which the arts. 
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flourillied; of jamaetom armlet 
jmd bloody wars carried on for 
the fak^ of conqueft^ and extend^ 
Hog the doinioions of ambitiow 
aad cruel princes j but a little at- 
tention will convince the reader, 
that at the time of the delnge the 
earth wap, probably^ more popU" 
knis than it is at prefcnt. It had the» 
been inhabited, according to the 
loweft computation^ fixteen or fe-» 
yenteen hundred yean. The earth 
had thenr doubtle& a purer atnio- 
:Q>here, and a inore falubrious 
ain Mr. Whiftou has endea- 
Toured to prove that it was thea 
more thin, and fubtiJc^ aiid with^ 
opt fyich JSCQ& ft^amct ejchala^ 
liom, nitro^Ailphureous or othey. 
liet«Fpg?nious aiixtares as ccca.* 
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.* » 

fion meteors, thunder, lightiiinj?, 

with^ ^onta^zrious ' arid' 'infec^libii^ 
difeafcs ; ' thai there 'were no v?ir- 
lent wmds and florins ; ancl no" 
fhowers; the ground being' wa-* 
tered by gentle mifts afcending 
in the day, and dcfcending again, 
in a great nieafure id the flre-^ 
iecding night ; hence the rain- 
bow, at prefent fo freqiient, -was* 
then unknown. Froni thefe'tx^n- 
fideration^ it naturally ff)Howj5V 
that there were' fewer of 'tliofe^, 
difeafes that how ^ prove fd ae- 
ilrufti^e to the human- race : for 
people then lived feven, eight and 
nine hundred year^s ; a longevity 
that appeal^ to have beeh piroVi- 
dcntially defign'd. fot the riiore 
fpcedy muItiplicatioTi of man- 
kind. 
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PREFACE. ix 

This fubjeft the late, ingenioujs 

and learned Dr. Burnet has fet in 

the moft clear and convincing 

light : ** There appears to xnc^ 

fays he, to be a greater diffi,- 

culty from the multitude of 

people that would be before 

" the flood, than from the want 

of people. For if wp allovjr 

the firft couple at the end of 

one hundred years, > or of the 

firft century, to have left ten 

pair of breeders, which is no 

hard fuppofttion, there would 

" arife from thefe in fifteecn 

" hundred years a greater num- 

" ber than the earth was capable 

^' of; allowing every* pair to 

multiply in .the fame, decuple 

proportion the firft pair did. 

" But becaufe this would rife far 
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^ beyond the capacities of this 
•* earth, let us fuppofe them ta 
** Increafe la the foUowing^ cen- 
turies^ In a qmntuple propor- 
tion only ; or, if you will,, 
only in a quadruple." He 
then gives a tlable (rf the multir 
plication of mankind froin the 
creation to the flood, fuppofing, 
them to be only four times 
doubled every hundred years> as 
in the following note.* *• This 
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^ — 40 

3 — l/b 

4 — 640 

i — • 10240^ 

7 — 4096Q. 

f ~ 163840 

ao »— - i62i44c^ 

» I '^ 210485760 

12 -« 4194304^ 

*3 — 167772160 

«4 -^ *7i 088640 

i^ -- 26843 ^45 6or 

^ m io?374»824Q 
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FItEFACE. XI 

^ jHEPdu^ our Author adds^ is 
^ too cxc^fRvc high, If compared 
^ with the prefent number of 
^ men upon the face of the 
** earth which I think is comr 
^ monly eftimated to be beCweea 
" three and four hundred miU 
'' lions ', and yet this proportiott 
^ ot their increafe feems to be 
*^ low enough, if we take one 
*♦ proportion for all the centu^ 
ries; for in reality the fame 
meafure cannot run equally 
through all the ages ; but we 
** have taken this as oKxlerate 
^ and reaibnable betwixt the 
'' higheft aod t^ loweii'' 

From thefe confideratlons a« 

\oo£, it appean highly probable^ 

iK>t only that the earth was welU 

peopled : but that the extent of 
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the land bore a much gipeater 
proportion to tha,t of the " fea 
than at prefent j that the <3eliige, 
if intended, as the holy Scriptures 
aflure iis, to deftroy the whofe 
human race, muft have been tmi- 
verfal ; and that there is fuffi- 
cient room for Mr. Bodmer to 
reprefent unjuft and bloody war^, 
with dreadful iliaflacres and every 
inftance of inhumanity in the 
latter ages of the antediluvian 
world, among the crimes com* 
mitted by a race of people fo a- 
bandoned to vice and impiety, as 
to bring upon themfelves fuch a 
tremendous judgment. 

I Ihall not here examine with 
Dr. Burnet,whether eight oceans, 
each containing as much water 
as that which furrounds our poa- 
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Vinents, would be required to co- 
ver the Alps and the Andes ; nor 
was Mr. Bodmer obliged, with 
that gentleman, to confider the 
^rth as a level fur face without 
aiiountalns, a fphere without ine- 
qualities, that cover'd the fea as 
'With a cruft ; which being bro- 
ken and afterwards driven on 
heaps produced the deluge, t)ie 
ocean and the mountains. Our 
author's defcription of this great 
event appears more tremendous, 
and more conformable to what 
we at prefent fee of the works 
of nature. He fuppofes, that 
before the deluge, the earth bore 
a much greater proportion to th'e 
fea than at prefent ; that the 
mountains were much inferior in 
-height to thofe which iiow raift 
their ftupendous fummits fara- 
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bove the clouds ;. and the higheft 
of thofe he reprefents as haring^ 
Iheir foundations loofened by 
earthquakes which broke open 
the fountains of the abyfs, and 
kid them level with the plaios ^ 
while inany of our mountains 
were torn by the attraction of the 
earth i from a dreadful comet that 
fupplied it with water, and that 
after the dehige the ocean ex- 
tended its bounds, and the recep<- 
tacles in the bowels of the earth 
were enlarged to contain the fu- 
perfluous floods. 

Mr. Whifion, ia His theory of 
the earth, makes no doubt of the 
violent rains whiqh then fell, be<^ 
ing produced by the atmofphare 
of a comet, which cominueddur- 

ing forty days without interrupt 
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tioii; and obferves that fifty-four 
or fifty-five days after its firft 
pailing by the earth, the comet 
niuft have received a new fiocic 
pf vapours, as before, and the 
jalns whicb had been intermitted 
for fourteea or fifteen days, muft 
begin ag»m. That on the returot 
of the cemct the defcendiiig va« 
pours would be mixed with ma- 
ny heterogeneous particles of all 
forts, as nitre, fulphur,. mineral 
effl&via, metalUclleams, and the 
like, \yhicbthe prodigious heat 
of the perihelion had difibWed atxi 
elevated into the tail of theco*- 
snet : from the confufed mixture 
irregular fermentations and diia- 
greeing motiom of all which, it 
is probablie^ he &dds, the violent 
commotions in the atmofphereu 
then and fince, ue prificipally to 
be dedifced.. 
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Our author's defcription of this 
great event evidently agrees with 
Mr. Whifton's account of it j but 
differs in one remarkable particu- 
lar; for Mn Whifton fuppofes 
that ftorms and tempcfts, thunder 
and lightning were unknown, till 
on the return of the comet the 
rain was mixed with nitre, ful- 
phur and metallic fteams ; while 
Mr. Bodmer, perhaps with greater 
juftice,reprefents the firft entrance 
of the coniet within our atmo- 
fphcrc as occafioning the liioft 
dreadful convulfions of the ele- 
ments, with thunder, lightning 
and the moft violent tempeflsj 
and afterwards mentions the hete- 
Togeaeous matters being mingled 
with the waten, as the caufc of 
tempefts when the comet had fi- 
r^Uy difappearcd. 
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* . • * ■ 

* But to proceed, tt may be 
thought that diif Irtgehious and 
learnea author has introauced too 
miicfh df'fcieiVcfe ^hA ^noUern lite- 
rature Into thd antcdiluvfan ages. 
This objection 'which may appear 
at firft fight not deftitutcof foun- 
cfatfon, he 'hmifeif has in feme 
meafure anticipated and anfwered^ 
by obferving,' that the people had 
then a dearer fky, and ages of ex- 
periments. Indeed what bounJi 
could we now fet to the abilities 
and genius of a Bacom, a New- 
toiJ or a Locke, if after ttU the 
difcoverics they have now made 
in natural and moral philofdphy, 
they were ftilHivIng, and had yet 
befbrfe them at fucceiEon of ages 
to purfue their refearchts ? What 
bounds could be Tet to the im* 
orovcments of thfe^ngejiious ai^* 
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ttib? UdA tkerc been tbell^ z 
Phidia?, a Pkaxitbi-es, a 
Kaphabl, a Michael Angst 
Lo, or a Titian, who after 
thirty ot forty years application, 
brought archtte<5h3re, ftatuarjr 
and painting ta fuch perfe^ion^ 
what wouTd they have clone liad 
the vigour of their genius, joirted 
to the improving correAnefj of 
their judgment and their hand^ 
|)een protracted fix or fcvcn cen- 
turies. 

Our fcarned author may, per- 

bafw, with' iTfiorejufticc be blamed 
for introducing too much of Pa-? 

gan mythiq^f^-^too much of 
paodera ti,^3a]es into the age pve-^ 
ceding the deluge,. The ftory pf 
SlF^A's fifty fons being ena- 
japur'd with the fifty /daughters 



Df Abiram, and all but one be* 
ing murdered in the bridal bed^ 
is CTidendy taken from the flory 
of the Bel I BBS, and I flatter 
myfelf^ the candid reader will 
cxcufc the liberty I have taken 
i» rcprcfenting their death in a 
very different light* 1 have alfo^ 
vciitarcd to alter the puniihment 
of SicHAR : inftead of monfieik 
rifing from the floor, I have re^ 
prefented him a; ft ruck with 
madnefs, and feeing them only 
in imagination ; and inftead of his^ 
being metamorphofed into aa 
amphifboena, or two headed fcr- 
pent ; he dies while he fuppdfcs 
they encircle his limbs^ In Oiort, 
it 1 have reprefentcd the inhabi- 
tants of Nod left like the Ameri- 
cans, aikl the maffacre of the ca- 
pital of Mafis, lefs like that of 
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Paris; if I. have repreiented the 
ihip in which was Og arid hit 
followers as fooner dcftroycd than 
our author, and in a manner lefs 
improbable, 1 hope the candour 
of the ingenious reader will ex- 
Cufe the liberty I have ventured ' 
to take. Thefe appeared to me 
^s fpots 5 but they muft be al- 
lowed to te the fpDts of the fun ; 
aiid trifling blemilhes in a work 
filled with beauties j though they 
appear fomewhatinconfiftent with 
the fimplicity of the other and 
■and more interefting parts of the 
work, 141 which our author (hews 
great ft rength of genius, a lively 
imagination, and * all the qualifi- 
cations of a diftinguiflied poet. 

Some of my readen will, per- 
"Jbaps, cejifure the liberties I here 
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tonfcls that I have taken, as pre- 
fumptuQus in ^ traufl^tor ; but 
the jngenious^and learncv.! Swifs^ 
our. author'5 coyntrymen, aiul 
the Germans, his adipirers, will 
be lefc fevere, and will readily 
grant nie their ijpprobation. 

' With lrefpe<?t to the deftnpj- 
tiOHs and ' fentirni;entJj I have 
clofely -foUowed Mr. Bodm-er. 
He has Indeed bdrfowed nianyi 
6i thtft frofri^ Mn KbOPSTbcK, 
amd 'ffcrtii MrL-TOK, Popb \t\d 
YouHG : he himfclif juftty ob- 
fcrving, that Sipha and Noah 
drew their: difcoveries frdni the 
fetiie pure celeftial iplring; ^ as, 
^ofee birds of an iilandi rich in 
genius. It hiis been my ftudy to 
do jufiice to the fwcetand fender 
the bold and anhnated firokes af 
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my author, and with what fuc- 
cefs the public will determine. 
In ihort whatever reception thil 
work may meet with from the 
public, and whatever cenfures t 
may receive from the feverity of 
critic ifm, it will not deprive rac 
of the pleafui^e ol refle^ing, that I 
have added another trauflatiofi 
£r<Mn the German, intended at 
le^fl; to afford a fource of pur^ 
9nd fubttme entertatnment to the 
Engliih reader : a work in which 
the dreadful confequences of vice» 
and obduracy of heart are exht« 
bioed by the moA tremendoui 
jtftdgments and in which every vir* 
tue is &t m Che ftiireil light, anA 
all the graces of retigiod and ^e-^ 
ty appesur in tlieir dative IxAxtm 
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The JVrgument. 

Noah, accompanied by a feraph, is 
gone to view the ways of men. His fa- 
mily live in a valley encompafled with 
rocks in the lower part of the paradifaic 
mount, where jAjftHa'Tii'looklng from the 
rocks with the hopes of feeing his father 
returning, beholds arm'd troops, and turn- 
ing his eyes from them, perceives a p^th 
leading up th«mountaiji. ; Amazfd at its 
being* hiCherto concealed/ he afcends' it, 
and enters a more beautiful part of Pat a- 
dife, where for the firft time he enrap- 
tured beholds female beauty, in three 
lovely virgins, two or whom retire, but 
while he is addreiling the third, they re- 
turn with SiPHA their father, who views 
him with joy, and tells him he had been 
in^rjned of his coming* by an angei^ 
Si »»A takes him to his Swelling, wlttri 
he joyfully hears his conjedures con- 
firmed, that he is the fon of Noah, his 
deareft friend, and of his filler Milcah; 
then tells him his hifiory fince his being 
feparated from Noah ^ after which Ja- 
PfiETH fet^ out on his return. 
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SING, O mufe of Sion's hill! the 
radiant grace benign, which mov*d 
the Supreme Judge, when dooming 
m^^riads to the rifing deluge, for one 
rrghteous man, to b{>und his wrath, 
leading him to new habitations, there 
to enjoy a life divine-— there to become 
the father of nations, whofe fan£tity of 
manners might fpcak them the offspring 
Vol. I. B 
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of Heaven. Few are the traces of thi« 
great event left by the fpunge of obli- 
vion on the tables of time, and fcarce 
arc they to be difcern*dj yet are they 
known to thee, celeftial Mufe ! and 
mayft thou deign to impart them to the 
adventurous bard, whom genial Na- 
ture, on his natil day, laid on her 
breafl. Thou, ere the waves o'^erfpread 
th€ earth, breathing on Elihu's foul, 
taught him fongs divine : taught Noah 
to raife his grateful praife, while in the 
floating ark: with him afcended lof- 
ty Sion to extol his grace who, in the 
Heavens difplay'd his radiant bow, the 
fm))lem pf forgiving mercy* 

NoAA, accompany'd by a ieraph, 
wa& by the command of the Most 
Hxou^ gone to vifit the degenerate 
KM:e d-welluig in the plain, to view 
their ways, and to witncfs between 
tliem and the Sovereign Judge. N<» 
longer W4)ald the Eterkal, wbofe 
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-hand holds the fcalc of juftlcc, fuffcr the 
voices crying for vengeance to pafs be- 
fore his throne. Already in his filent 
council, had he decreed to fend on the 
«arth a deftroying flood, that fhould 
overwhelm whatever trod the terra- 
queous globe, or hoverd over its fur- 
face. Already had Noah been abfent 
fifty funs. MiLCAH his wife, and tho 
^outh bis offspring, with longing ex- 
pectation waited the day of his return : 
yet no anxious folicitude difturb'd their 
breads for him, whom tKey knew to be 
under the guidaRce of the Eternal. 
In the loweft part of the paradifkical 
mount, Adam's native place, they 
dwelt, feparated by the Most High 
from the contagious examples of the 
« vricked. Each was to the other as z 
numerous multitude : they enjoy'd fo^ 
cial intercourib, and conversed not with 
themfelves alone, but with the fpread- 
ing plants, the beafts that crop the ver^ 
dant fields, and the birds that fkim the 
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wide expanfe of liquid air, who in au- 
dible founds loudly proclaim the wifdom 
of the great Creator, Before them 
lay the earth and fky, open as a book, 
in which with curious eye, they read all 
the wonders of creation : inftruftivc 
fchool to regulate the heart, and form 
the judgment ! Thus wifely cmploy'd, 
each fuccefcve day found and left them. 

Noah's dwelling was in a fpot fur- 
Tounded by lofty and fertile eminences, 
fkirted with rocks that enclos'd the 
foot of the mountain, as an inacceiE- 
Ue fence. Japheth frequently af- 
cended on the north a towering peak, 
ivhich open'd a profpefl into diftant 
countries and other dimes. From 
thence he us'd to furvey the works of 
men. But now his father, detained in 
the plain below, employs his thoughts, 
and every lonely paflenger fills his 
heart with fluttering joy ; he imagines 
that he fees him returning to the mount. 
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tnd already ftretcbing out hk longing 
arms, hails him from afar. In- 
volv'd in mifts at the verge of the htiri- 
zon ftood Thamifta, with high penfili 
gardens rifing to the fun. The tops of 
the pyramids alone met his view. Be- 
tween the city and the mountain the 
land fweird in gentle rifings, or ftretch* 
cd out in level plains. Thefe he had 
b^en us'd to behold adorn'^ wi^h ths 
white luftre of fleecy flocks j and , from 
his rocks cover'd with odoriferous 
plants, had frequently pereeiv'd the 
harp and voice join in fprightly con- 
cert, while feftive bands iflu^i forth 
from conjugal bowers. But he nowi 
faw arm'd troops movQ along the plains 
with flying banners, rattling chariots 
of iron, long trains of camels heavy 
laden, and unweildy elephants faddled 
with towers. The blaze . of poHfh'd 
fhields and armour, amidfl; the f^ll 
beams of the fun, quiver'd. in the7aiii 
and on the rocks, while the men, lik« 
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a crowd of ants, yapte all in motion } 
but appeared bent on deftruftion. Af- 
fliiied at the change, he turn'd away 
bis eyes, and caft them on the mounr 
tain, where he perceiv'd a path, which 
winding narrow through the marble 
rocks, led up towards the fummit. A- 
maz'd at its being hitherto comreardv 
Be imagined that by the touch of the 
Omnipotent, it was now forro'd, 
and the rocks feparated to zSord him 
tt pafiiigc. The afccnt being no longer 
prohibited^ with curious foot he trac'd* 
tVc mazy fteep, which was foon to lead 
him into Paradifo, Above, the moun^ 
tain fmird with fmooth terraces of i«- 
tefmingled green and gold, affording. 
cafy Ibotfteps. All was wild and un- 
limited by art. The plains and accli- 
vities were diverfified with, the crocus, 
the hyacinth, and jonquil, with the 
cinhamon and myrrh bearing plants: 
a wildernefs of fweets, which nature,, 
as before the fall, produced luxuriant. 
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Japheth with eager unpadence^ prefs'd 
through the branches that crofs'd the 
path, 'till it brought hhn eaftward in- 
to a deligb^ul plain, where art having 
eorreftcd the wildncfs of licentious 
growth, he advanced with cafier fteps. 
Here a walk arch'd with t>rancbing 
laurels,, afforded a fhade imperrious to 
the mid-day fun. Now entering a gar* 
den, he beheld the lowly Rowtrs that 
continually cling to the bofom of t(eir 
parent earth, (UO>os'd with tafte judici- 
otss- according to their feveral tribes, 
forming on the verdant carpet ftars, and 
funs, ^d variegated fcrolls of different 
hues and fragrance ; while thofe of 
lofty ^m were plac'd on each fide, in 
vafes of marble. At a diftance he be* 
held pendant canopies of interwoven 
branches, that prefented the golden 
A-uit of Autumn, intermixed with the 
bloffoms of Spring : flowers and fniit 
that had all the charms of novelty, the 
StU^tion of his native (pot denying 

54 
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them growth. But his furprife and 
pleafure at beholding thefe beautiful 
works of nature, foon gave way to an 
admiration much more ftrong and im- 
paiTion'd : fuddenly he beheld three 
lovely virgins, each adorn'd with dif- 
ferent charms, and each beautiful as 
the Heavens when the awaking fun 
over his face ftrews rofcs. What, O 
Japheth, didfl: thou then feel ? How 
fweet the rapture that drew thy foul 
into thine eye, where it beam'd collec*" 
ted, and there with tranfport gaz'd in*- 
Xatiate ! Thus a traveller who has been 
long envirori'd by towering moUii tains, 
and the azure fky, witji his fight con- 
fined to narrow views and barren rocks, 
no fooner afcends the fummit, than 
cxtenfive countries adorned with fertile 
fields, glafly lakes, and meandering 
ftfpams, opening to hi^ delighted eye, 
bis mind expands at the various prof- 
peft, and he inhales the air with long 
jmd eager draughts. But much fweeter 
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2nd more rapturous admiration ftruek 
the wondering youth at the fight of fe- 
male beauty, which he behield threefold, 
and in its utmoft perfedion* jNorlefs 
was the furprifc of the damfels, who 
ftruck with motionlefs .amazement, 
flood with their eyes fix'd ©n Ja- 

PHETH. 

The youth, eager to converfc wiih 
thefe inchanting obje£ls, raisd his 
Voice: How lovely, faid he, are the 
inhabitants of this delightful country, 
like itfelf blooming with the nioft re- 
fplendent charms ! If they are form'd 
of the fame earth with me, of what zn 
Heaven of delight and beauty is my 
native fpot deprived ! My piercing fight 
at beholding fuch various charms re- 
coils blunted ; yet I. cannot forbear a 
nearer view. — But they fly. — Oh fly 

me not, ye oflFspring of Heaven ! 

fly not- to your native abodes ! — At 

B 5 
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Icaft, fly not all from a fon of earth,, 
who in you heholds Heaven. — Ah 
they regard me not— -too faint are my 
■words to detain them ! — fbould the 
laft alfo go ! — Ah flie — fhe too leaves. 



me J 



At the nearer approach of the adven-^ 
turous youths two of the fair virgins* 
conceal: d themfelves in the clofc fbade ;. 
but the third, retiring a little,' ftood. 
like the Wufliing rofe, which to the 
rifing fan (hevK*. its face, not yet cx- 
pajidcd in its fulleft bloom,, liftening. 
with curious ear to the new founds that 
flow'd from Japheth's lips* He then 
japproacb'd, and with fuppliant air and- 
gentle -M^ice, cry'd, O faireft of hu- 
man forms ! art thou, as thou appear'ft,. 
of heavenly dcfcent ? If fo, fay by wha* 
refpeftful obedience I may detain. thee \ 
that thou, lik^ thy fair fillers, may not 
i:onceal thy beauties in the gloom of 
ithe embowering (hades, andileave mcL- 
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a prey to thoughtful melancholy, and 
plaintive grief? condefcend to open 
thofe lovely lips, and to fay, by what 
name I fhall call thee. 

With rapturous joy he now heard' 
the maid's foft accents : On this earth,, 
faid (he, were we born, we are of the 
race of man, of flender texture, and of 
feeble frame : incapable of felf-defence, 
or to fecure ourfelves from infult and 
violence. Robuft and favage man, of 
haughty mein, is our moft formidable 
enemy. But the gracious Power who 
reigns above prote£ls and guards us by 
His angels, and here we join our pious 
father in paying Him our adorations*. 
But how haft thou efcap'd the ever- 
wakeful eyes of our celeftial guards, 
who with flaming, fwords defend the 
entrance to this peaceful fpot? Fain, 
would I hope,- that thou, who art of 
gentle look, art not one of that per^ 
v^rfe race, who, void of underftanding^ 

B6 
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have ftray'd from the Lord of Life. 
Thy face, in which grace ^nd fweet- 
jiefs blulhing fhines, renders thee un- 
like thofe who are banifh'd from the 
prefence of their God. Fain would I 
hope that thou art righteous j that 
with humble gratitude thou adoreft 
the Sovereign Lord, and art not 
come to injure us. 

' Wiih gentle tremor Noah's fon re- 
ply 'd : Is there a man who could view 
thee with a malignant eye ? Thy coun- 
tenance muft awe every beholder into 
gentlcnefs and love. The light itfelf 
is lefs dear to me than thy friendfliip. 
In my veins flows the blood of Seth,, 
the fon of Adam : unmijc'd with that 
of Cain .and of Irad. My devout pa- 
rents have taught me to walk with 
God, and in rny breaft have planted 
the hope of falvation. The Lorj^ 
'^nd Father of men and angels has al- 
fo deliver'd our houfe from infectious 
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examples, by placing us in a garden 
wheie the rocks . enclofe a fertile val- 
ley; but it has far lefs charms thaft 
thefedelightful plains of Paradlfe, (o 
fall of pleaftng wonders^ the greateft 
fuch a Heaven of female beauty.. M;^ 
heart there felt a void, which the 
plenty that crown'd oar board could not 
fill. With unwearied labour I fought 
in the fmiJing mead and ilowery fields 
near our abode, to fill the vacancy with- 
in ; but all in vain. I knew not what 
it was to which my foul afpir'd j but in. 
midnight dreams a fair form oft ap- 
pears before me fmiling, ' as if to ba*- 
nifh my ftrange inapatience. Then \ 
ftretch out ray ionghtgarms to the love- 
ly image— ^it vanifhes — I figh-r-it then 
returns ; again it fmiles and difappears.. 
May I believe the fond hopes of my 
longing heart, that thou art to fill this, 
inward void ; and that Providence has. 
divided the rocks to lead me up to thee 
and happinefs. Oh thou art not one o£ 
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the maidens againft whom we were 
warnM by my father. They breathe 
poifon in their words, and death is in 
their murderous eyes : but in thy looks 
benign is feated modeft innocence, and 
thy fpeech is as the balm of life. 

With native fimplicity and modeft 
girace flie thus reply*d : O youth ! this 
hnguage I cannot underftand. What 
means exhaling poifon in words, and 
giving death, with murderous eyes ?— 

At this inftant hef^father appeared,. 
with the two virgins who had fled, and 
Aaw, cncourag'd by his prefence, re- 
turned one on each fide. He adyanc'd 
with a ftep flow and folemn, yet firm 
and vigorous, though the fixth century 
had pafs'd over his head. His piercing 
eyes were fix'd on the face of Ja- 
9HETH, where with eager attention he 
feem'd to mark every feature, till joy 
lighting up hi» countenance^ he cry'd,. 
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O youth ! not unexpeftcd is thine ar- 
rival. This was revcard by a celeftia! 
meflenger.. At the dawn of this happy 
day I pour'd forth; my early petitions in 
the folemn grove,, where the Judge of 
the earth pafs'd fentence on the firft 
man, and gracioufly promised to fend 
the Defttoyer of fin. I there revolv'dc 
in my anxious mind the lot of thefd 
my daughters; whether they were to- 
wafte their bloom in jbylcfs, barren vir- * 
gihity, while all my hopes of a. virtuous- 
race (hould fail^and both die root and: 
branch perifli. Shall then,. I prefum*d 
to fay, this capacity for love, which' 
Thou haft implanted in the youthfuli 
mind, O Thou All-wis« and Gra- 
cious ! burn v/ith an ufel^fs flame, till: 
felf-confum'd ? My expoffulation of- 
fended not the Supporter of the hu- 
man race. A. celeftiaL meflenger in 
white raiment, inftantly ftood at my. 
right hand, and with a fmile of benig- 
nity utter'd thefe joyful words : O maa* 
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truft in the Lord ! thy daughters (hall 
not be unfruitful branches. They are 
appointed to renew the human race, 
and to re-people the earth when it iffues 
from the waters of a deluge, that fhall 
deftroy all the workers of iniquity. Be- 
fore the fun fifes to its meridian height, 
the offspring of a righteous man, led 
by the Lord, (hall come to this thy 
dwelling. He fhall bring thee to the 
happy few, who, guided by an approv- 
ing confcience, wal]c in the path of 
S£TH and of Enoch. Then fill'd with 
gratitude to the Lord of all, I joyful- 
ly return'd my thanlcs for this graciojus 
intelligenpe. 

Here the good man paus'd, then 
ftretching open his arms, cry*d, I fa- 
i lute thee, thou, fent of God. Embrace 

me, thou fon of the righteous. I ob- 
fervc in thy features and graceful mein» 
the look of gentlenefs and virtue, which 
In the morning of my days, I ajdmir'd 
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i>n one of all my friends the mod be- 
lov'd ; the moft favour'd by God him- 
felf; for him the Sovereign Judgb 
bore with an impious race. If thou 
art indeed his fon^ what a glow of di- 
vine virtue has enlightened thy fteps ! 
but whoever thou art, I grant thee my 
friendship. Come to my dwelling and 
partake of a fmall refrefliment ; after 
which I ihall from thy communicative 
lips receive fatisfadion. 

While he was fpcaking, his daugh- 
ters join'd each other, and retiring s| 
little, flood fix'd in fUent attention.. 
Their venerable father, now turning t« . 
them, gave orders for their preparing a 
fui table repaft for his new gueft. The 
virgins fhewing a ready and chearfiil 
obedience, tripp'd with light fteps 
through the embowering walks, while 
their father, taking by the hand the en- 
faptuf'd youth, flowly foUow'd. Ja- 
ph:eth beheld the reddening apple rl- ^ d 
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pcning into gold ; the pomegranaCb 
glbwing. with a deeper red ^ the blue 
plum with lufcioua juke, the blufhing 
peach, and the boughs bending under 
the ponderous pear, with odorous fruits 
that now grow in different climf»: 
Thefe ht faw, but fiird with thoughts 
ef higher moment, fcarce obfery'd. He 
fiow approach^ the manfton ot his pt«^ 
•us hoft. The lofty roof of cedar was 
cover'd with reeds the growth of fens. 
A range of columns plac'd in an ov.^I 
f&rm, ftpported the fthi<aBrc. TKc- 
fpace between was clos*d with boards, 
which refted on feet of filver, and were 
fafien*d by golden bolts, and ftaples 
wrought with curious art. The floor 
was of mofaic work, compos*d of ftones 
of various hues, and the rooms wer^. 
parted by hangings ^dorn'd with flow* 
ers of needlework, andfaftenM by loops. 
Greater ftrength the place needed not,^ 
while from enemies it was guarded bf 
^C flaming fword.. 
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Japheth enters the peaceful dwcl!- 
Kng, the feat of pictjr and truth. The 
table is already fpread, and the floor a- 
r«und cov.er'd with.foft fkins/ The good. 
x)Id man leads his young friend to the 
higheft feat, then drawing his ftool 
clofe to his, defires KIerenmapuch to 
wa(h the ftranger's feet. This ihc 
chearfully performs. Then Thamar 
with an amiable blufb, brings raiiins 
figs and almonds in wicker bafkets, 
while DiBORAH pours out the mantling 
vinous juice into a cup of glitterihg 
gold, and gives it to her father, who 
lifting it on high, fings an hymn of 
praife, and having drank, prcfents it to. 
his gueft. 

At length, the repaft being ended,, 
the old maacaftiiig on the youth a look 
of longing expe£lation, cry'd. Now, 
O ftranger, may I a(k, if my heart does., 
not vainly flatter me with the plcafing^ 
hope, that thou art Noah's foo f Tbuti^ 
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he graceful fat ; his hair fell in waving 
ringlets on his. fliouldcrs, and from 
his eyes beam'd life an^ fpirit. Thus he 
appear'd when in the fpring of his days 
he cngag'd my efteem. If thy name, 
dear youth, rejoices him, and Milcah 
ht thy mother, Sipha to thee can be 
no ftranger. I am that Sip^a, who 
was Milcah's brother, and the cordial 
friend of Noah, the beloved of the 
Lord. 

A frefli flood of Joy thriird through 
the heart of the youth at the found of 
a name which he had ever heard with 
reverence, and ftarting from his feat, he 
fell at the feet of Sipha, and embraced 
his knees. The great Omniscient 
Mind, he cry'd, has directed thy con- 
jcftures, I am indeed tlie good Noah's 
fon by Milcah, and both taught my in- 
fant lips to lifp Sipha andMEHiTABEL. 
O my dear, my venerable uncle ! for the 
firft time blefs Noah's lateftborn. 
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SiPHA, with eyes fwimming witli 
love and joy, return'd, Bleficd of the 
Lord art thou, the fan of Mjlcah- 
Does my brother live ? and lives IVIil- 
CAH too ? Shall my eyes once more fee 
the faces of thofe on whom they us'd to 
dwell with pure delight? Where is 
tlieir abode ? Where does the heaven?*^ 
with genial fmiles furround their man- 
fion, difFufing blefllngs over the adja- 
cent lands? 

This Paradife of God, return'd Ja- 
PHETH, in which the Eternal has fe- 
parated thee from the converfe of bru- 
tal men, contains within its borders, 
the manfion of my father. In the 
lowed part of the angel-guarded mount, 
gemote from human intercourfe, he has 
feen a long fucceflion of years, happy 
in the foft converfc of Milcah, who 
has borne him three fons. There with 
humble piety has he taught us to wor- 
ihip the Lord of heaven and earth* 
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There he has been fometimcs honoured 
•by the celeftial fpirits who join with 
him in familiar converfe, and difcourfe 
fublime. The fiftieth fun is now roll- 
ing round the meridian hours, fmce, 
by the divine command, he went, ao 
company'd by a feraph, among the in- 
iiabitarits of the earth. If I am not 
miftaken, wondcrous works of deftiny 
draw near, which though now ob- 
fcure, at his return will be reveard. 
As I was this morning walking on the 
northern rock which guards our iafe 
retreat, I cafl my eyes over the plain 
beneath, and beheld the whole country 
overflowed with war. Triumphant 
4houts, loud menacing voices, fhrieks, 
and all the tumultuous din ^f battle, 
-with fucceffive echoes, reverberated 
from the roclcs. Struck with horror, 
I turn'd my eyes towards this moun-* 
tain, and amazM beheld a narrow path 
winding among the cliffit. I with 
iifroiider afcended the masy fteep, which 
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Jed me to this delightful fpot. The 
GoDcf our fathers doubtlefs divided the 
ftones to ierm this padage, that iirrding 
wthee, I might bring thee to thy friends^ 
'or them to thee. But dear Sipha, 
forgive my curiofity, fmce my ani- 
mal on this happy fpot, a foft and fweet 
delight has fiil'd my heart at feeing the 
ravilhiiJig beauty of thy lovely daugh- 
ters ; yet ftill my eyes long to behe^ld 
the fifty branches, all {bns^ which 
Mehitabbl has borne to thee, all 
furrounding thy venerable trunk, and 
obedient to thy nod. Often has my 
father elevated our minds, by repre- 
fenting thee in the fummer of thine 
age, as an oracle of wifdom, blend- 
ing with the father's honour, that of 
his fons. A numerous train fprung 
from his loins, faid he, ftand around 
him, liftenmg to his commands : thefc 
Ke has taught to reverence and adore 
Ae mighty Lord of all, and to prac- 
tife thofe focial virtues which can 
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tilonc render man dear to man. Oh 
nvhere do they dwell? that in their 
virtuous fociety, tny deftre of friends, 
fo long, fo ftraitly Umitted to the coti- 
verfe of two of the beft of brothers, 
may be at length gratify'd. Where too 
is Mehitabel, the crown of women, 
and the partner of thy bed ; fhe whom 
of all the daughters of men,^ my mother 
'moft wiflies to have for a companion In 
her folitary vale. 

SiPHA reply'd. The GoDofSETH, 
has afluredly this day direded thyfteps, 
and open'd to thee the path to my fe- 
quefter'd dwelling, that thou might'ft 
chear my advanc'd age, by reftoring to 
me my dear friend, and me to him. 
What gratitude do I owe to God my 
Preferver, who from His empyreal 
throne has look*d down with propitious 
eye on me, and on my forlorn and fo- 
litary daughters? To-morrow a year- 
ling fteex which yet fports untam'd. 
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fliall be offcrM in grateful facrifice. In 
thee, dear nephew, thy fath<rr's wholfc 
foul fhines forth : yotingj yet' mature*, 
thou art the tranftWpt of Noah's? Vir- 
tues, difcoVering ^he wiftkJm' >c)f agc^ fit 
Irfoominjg youth* Wheh the PARENt 
of mankind is plcas'd to Qied his gracf^ 
ous influence on the marriage bed, tMb 
tleffing defcends from father to^ (on, 
cncOmpaiSrig fhe whole family 'Wifh 
"gladnefs. Such for many years was my 
happinefs. Fifty fons who had iflu'd 
from my loins, ftood before me, liften* 
ing with refpe<ft tO' all my commands. 
My inftruftions penetrated their dute^ 
ous hearts, and prod uc'd eVery amiable, 
«very elevated fentimen?, jufti^c, hu- 
manity, fortitude^ truth, liberality, 
and heart>reviving friend(hip; qualities 
which exalt the foul to a refemblanct 

of its divine original. . 

» • 

When my dear pious friend fled from 
the face of Dagon, long I fought him 
' Vol. I. « C 
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in the t^ds of A/Tur^ Alana^'aad Eram; 
but perceiving that be was no where 
to be found, I fapposM tha^ like 
£nocH9 he had beei; tr^Mnflated to the 
celeflial regions, where ^p and foriov^ 
Ikre np 41016^ «iMl.Vhei«^I is Joy zAi 
i^nclouded light.. Yet without' him n^ 
native plains, where the Creator dif- 
pj^s.his.boijinty, app^r'd a gloomy 
^ol^ude., I therefore rambled to jthe 
banks of the river Piibn^ where the 
ld^fcendant% (f>f Kedar built the city of 
Yafrtlut* The neighbouring country 
is'refrefli'd by fertilizing fprings 5 the 
gfiflfy 'meads, and the hills, covef'd 
,With fe^bage> dffer plenteous pafture t^ 
tb^ ft^tely camel, the liorned berd^ t^ie 
£eeicy fh^ep,.iind bo.ujldii^g goat- Thi- 
ther I removM with my family, aDd all 
my t:attle ; lix'd my tents on Pifoii'^ 
lofty (bore, and years of fweet fereniCy 
pafs'd over my head. 

* *• If 

Eaft of the town where the Ihnpid 
ftream of the rivjr Pifon, after being 



•an^ri^ wlh i^npid current, it falls iow 
{^mous^ \arid fpteading wid^, encom*- 
-paflis an ^iilmd. plan ted mth Jaurds^ 
iaflii iamoos^<Mr<a ckcuUr * tea^)k (up- 
•portsd. on columns of jafpcr. Tbb 
;ftiii»9rure ^3s dedicated to. the fun by 
AfiiRAM, who appointed flated obla* 
nions and facrifices, a pageant wor (hi p^ 
^mpos'd of trfrcmonies and form$y a:nd 
^vain ob&rvances, the offspting of im- 
spisty. and' fuperftkion. He, b]r his 01^ 
rhand^i was anointed .pri^ft to die fbun- 
ftBLki 6f day, and his daughters, a nume- 
-rousf^ groupe of virgins, he coniearated 
tptiisCbcSks^ €0 the' itew^made god ^him-^ 
vjafihad ferftitl, 'artd fifty danrfds «11 
"lprui% fi«in his own lolhs, ^beaotifhl 
^fld ignorant of .love, fervM at the al- 
tar. 

' In my ^aceful dweUing I ofFer'd my 
liumble adorations," iand' daily pour'd 
forth ardent praife. I rais'd an altar 

C 2 
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to the Lord, and its fmoke afoended 
-with my grateful thanks towards Hea- 
ven. Abiram faw it and was ofiend'- 
«d. ' He tnflaiTi'd the minds of the mnl- 
tttude againft me* Superftition (hot 
her invonom'd arrows, and I was re- 
prefented as a«i infideJ, My Juptefe 
•fens were feiz'd by the cruel prieft, and 
#order'd to worfliip the radiant God of 
Day. Boldly they reply'd, that the 
fun which, he and hrs deluded £ol* 
lowers worfliipp*d, was an iananimate 
being created by the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth ; and that they ador'd Him 
who made the fun, and lighted^ up the 
ftar« of Heaven : the great Eternal, 
who form'd and who fupports all tu- 
ture« A31RAM damping tore h\$ rai* 
ment, and order'd tb.at the blafphemers 
fhould be facriHc'd on the altar of his 
god. The brave youths undaunted 
defy'd his rage, and dy'd adoring ^e 
great Omnipotent, 
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The tyrant fent fne the dreadful 
newSy with threats that if I did not in- 
ftantly cooieaAd proftrate myfeU before 
his idol, I toa ihould periih. What 
dreadful news for a father and mother! 
Grief for the lofi of my fons took away 
my jpeecfa» : Thek. mother and I Hyid 
die dttfty trembling, fighing, bereav'd 
of all our offspring. H<>pe*s ridieft 
fpi-ings were dry'd up : our cxblcations 
blafted. But our gracious God feitt ut 
divine confolations, . and fapported ui 
under bur exceffive grief, that with pa* 
ttent fpirits we might fupport the mur« 
der of all our ccnnibrts. 

, faffrmbled my (ervants. I re&lv'd 
to return towards Eden^ and the rtviyh 
inghope of finding Noah again aroff 
iri my heart. From the river Pifon wc 
came to the Hidekel, and w^e travelr 
Jing leifurely along it$, I?»nks^ to the 
i^ountry whence it- Rows, when oa thp 
ieventh morning we^weie alarm'd by 

C3' 
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ibeing behind us atv approacking: cI4>imL^ 
of dvttty anil foon* ai ifaepherd of the 
country came panttngifbrbreatb, tbritr* 
form usy that we wetra purfu'^ -hy Aa 
tmasa oB Yaarmislv and tbatEAflXBlaiik.kd 
tte fens* of Rapine and ihefniendai of 
libirigUtMuihefiv ancvdiir tof«tfEi|fc to 
die fword. Already: the diift drew^ b 
nettv that thA>ugh it I dlfc^mM ttoi^ 
nen at Mi fpeed; Already^ i hadttte 
tiew* of immediate dp^tb froonthiff.arnii'd 
forces of Abirajh. * Bvt ia dKr^hoitr of 
xny anguifl) I kad recourfe.toitbeiGoD 
06 MbthO^^U^h, and hts angel: ap^ 
pear^d to afiUre me of bis affiftanaea - 

Peac not, fiiidf hey 60a ia witfi tliee, 
be will fiakfifroartbe^ threap ofiaflio^ 
ticn^ and gtreH-to the people <^:¥inr4' 
tttitt» Take thirty of t&y laden, cameb, 
and dr^e tbem 4>elbise thee^ but the 
ether camels, witkthy kerdii and flodcs 
leave behind, smd tet thy fervant$ dividie 
Aefpoilwitb the meo of Ravild. : fefc 
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<Jpn wilt briRg *cp' ^ ^ cwfttjfyi 
Turhere, all thy wants ifc41 b^ w^U fup- 
ply'd. 

Were h^ ceaj'd^ ain^ I jojiWSy fol^i 
tew*d tiM^lviM commaod> l^o4^rQuit 
fe^l; ftoia ihfL 4xktlmg eartk awfo. % 
mift whH* coiuicalM ipc. &owl ^ p^<>r! 
pje of Yarmut, and feQm.n^y(&Ki6a«»fl 

tp, the }^4k q^r "RVF^fe The g^t% 

^ char^b ha(^ ploat^*4 W^^^f *» #f '^^ 

tifipfofpril. MycaiflftlA* ^ if lf4^ 

towing w;i^!^ tb§ 1^(^, lutein, pro?^*?^* 

y/ty^ ^jl-^rriVfigg ifttlfS w4ft of ^ 

tp d^fijp ^e %q remove |^ir .^wtiiei^ 
^4y (ajj wifig'^ by et^^^d?: fjK4. tft, 

vMo iM4 t^wtffuUy; 4#ipgwft'4 V!?- 

C4 
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from innumerable mulfitudes, and ap-'" 
poiiited nty dwelling in the facred^ 
place which Adam, by his Crimcy hacf 
forfeited. Here I built my habitation, 
a convenient" pavilion form'd into 
rooms, Pind furrounded with planks cut 
from the olivifc. \Hcrc I employ'd my- 
fcjf iii €orfc£lilfig the luxiirrant wlld"- 
ncfe of- 4hc blooming gfevesj and m 
bending fhe flexible boughs into fliady 
arches.' My MfiHrTABE'L^took* care of 
the tended flowers, arranged them ac- 
cordiTig to- their dlflTerent tribes^, aitd 
with curious t^fl* difpos'd them rnto 
bed* and compartments. In thefe in- 
n6cerrt ^mufements months and years 
fled aWay,' while my hours i'n her com-^ 
pany,'an^ hers hi mine, fe^m'd not te- 
dious. ButSve did hot fcontinuetHeonly 
perfohsm the garden : my companionf 
was thrice pregnant, arrid each timer 
produced a daughter : thefe were her 
joyful confolatidns 5 thefe dearer plants' 
ihc attended with rapturous cire, anJ 
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thefe were the fubjcfl: of her laft pray- 
er^, when file beheld the angel of death 
ftand by her bed. Our fuppllcations 
arofe before the Most High, who has 
now broken down the wall which for 
feveral centuries bath fepar^jted the 
dearef): friends, depriving me of Noah 
and MiLCAH, and them of me. My 
daughters wHl now hsvc asK^tbcr fa- 
ther and another mother to dire<^ their 
fteps, and prevent their wandering, 
when J am no more, from the path of 
• felicity. Now, deareft nephew, liften to 
my iirft requeft : thov flialt to night 
here fbek the rich gift of balmy fleep, 
and to morrow when the daughter of 
tfie light drefles the eaftern clouds in 
crimfon, we will arife, and having fa-* 
. crific'd to the LoJtD, I and my children 
yrill go, and joyfully follow thy con* 
dttditiig ftrps to the houfe of Noah, at 
th^ foot of the mountain* 

C 5 
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SiPkAceasM andjAPHBTH b^gsn.. 
Thy mdiancholy ftory has piercM my 
brcaft* Alas ! bbw art thou bcrcar'd 
of a numerous ofispring^ enflamM by 
the love of virtue ! while I am fcprhr'd 
of a multitude of tender friends,, whom 
I fondly hop^d to find. Oh how 
mingled pity and admiration fwell my 
heart, for tli>^ breve youthc, tby no- 
Ue fons, wh« nowoijoy the Tewardt <»f 
their exalted virtue ! What a lof^ isv 
their early death to thee, tO'me,.aiidto 
my brothers^ Yet agreeable was (he* 
jConcl mfion, wUdL- 1 ike a< lenient ^ tbsihn , 
afiufitges* my grief. Thine afBidioa, O^ 
SiPHA, admitted bntof .one exmifoft,^ 
and that thy gracious. God beftow^d.. 
How ]o^ly ace tbe& has hft, lii» faireft 
gifts! blooming with>b^uity and with 
innocence, they adorn even tb^ir na- 
tive .Ptiradife. My t«an!fpiirt{!d be»t 
now beats wU(h impanience^- and I ar» 
dently Ir.ng to carry my mother and- 
my brothers the delightful news,, (bat I 
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k^[p found rb? ypung^.fonof I^E*, 
JHUS^LAH, and virgins w})0 arc all 
innocenCQ /jpd beauty, t|i^c pjpft lovely 
produdions 0/ thJ3 happy fpo^. It 
would be unjuft to rob Milcah of one 
hour of fuch joy, and to do it for a 
wbo^ night, wou}d furely be a crioiinal 
breach of duty. While therefore I thus 
iit with attentive ear, imbibing the wif- 
^pm thajt flovkrs from thy lips, night 
will yeil the lie^vens. SuiFer rne then 
to leave thee, an4 befprj: the nei^,t fun 
goes fb^th from the caft, my brothers 
andl will fet oijit to feek thy dwelling, 
and to Iqid thee by t^he hand to Noah's 
manilon. 

SiPHA, with an affcftionate fmile, 
prels'd his hand^ and reply'd. Thine 
obfervation is juft, and becoming a fo|i 
whom Noah taught, and Milcau 
loves. I will now give thee a fmall 
prefent, which, at thy return, will add 
to the plcafure of Milcah and thy 

C 6 
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Brethren. He then fetched a cup form'<f 
of an onyx, with Wiie veiiis immingling-^ 
in wild' mazes, and" the outfide ad- 
orn' J with curious reltevo*. 

While SiPHA was relating his ftory^ 
Bis lovefy daughter* retir'd into thfe- 
garden, to fupport the opening flowers,* . 
an J with their fweet employ, to mingle 
free converfe, unobftrvM by man. O*^ 
my fitters, faid Kerenhapuch, did ye 
obferve the words of the blooming 
youth? He is the youngeft^ of three 
'fons whom Milcah bore to Noah.- 
They are three brothers, as we are 
tliree fillers.. He the youngeft of his 
brethren, and I of you, my fifters.. 
True, faid. Thamar, with pl^aflire 
fparkling in her eye, I alfo remember 
'that our father faid, a meflenger from 
Heaven this morning arrayM in fhihino- 
white, reveal'd to him, that his dauo^Hw 
ters were not condemned to be barren. 
i>ranches} but from us new gener**- 
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tion& fliould arHe. Something 'in his 
difcourfe^ I too cemember, faid Debo- 
rah, with' feriou3- air ; he obferv'cF; 
that wh^n Goi>^ is pleased to ihed hi» 
influence on die man-iage bed, the 
Ueffihg defcends from father to fon^ 
aiiid inckdes the whole family, whence 
I infer, that from Japheth's brethren*, 
neither intelleft, nor virtue, nor comc- 
linefs are withheld.. 

Guiltlefs was tHeir difbourfe, guilt- 
lefs their employment. While they 
were thus engag'd', Japheth pafs'd 
through tjie garden,, accompany M by 
their father,. rich. in years. The youth 
iaiuted them with. eyes of love,, yet on 
the elder fifters only caft a tranfient 
look, the Ibnger to feaft his fight with, 
the charms of Kerenhapuch. The 
xenerable* Sipha Ubw gave hhn hia. 
bleffing, and t^e youth repeated his 
promife of returning with the dawn^ 
and aot alone. Then entcr'd the buihy 



38 >f Q A H- ?pqi?:I. 

path^ he ha4 iv^ Ac morning JM^od, de- 
fending ihe ferlU/9 dedjj^iry^ c&ver'd 
with groves of tbe c^Q^y tbe nutmrg) 
iu)4 the palm : ^tmtiyfi h^ trac'd hi9 
morning ftf(p9» aad th^ Awilight Ikw him 
leave the wln^im ^^^* and ent;?r tfe^ 

fp^ious v^l^, W« fothfr*» rich dft- 

JWi»- 
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Th«e Argument. 

During Japheth's abfence^ Noah re- 
turns from vifiting the feveral nations of 
the earth, in which he had been accompa* 
fly*d by Raphael, and gives a conctfe ac- 
count of the wickednefs of mankind; par- 
ticularly the hiftory of the impious tyrant 
Magog who ruled in Cufli; the levity and. 
bliod.zeal of^thainhabitaiiti^f Mafis, with 
the roaflacre caufed by Asdod and Ana is 
his queen; the effeminate luxury of the 
inhabitants of Lud^. and the impiety and 
death of SicHAR their king; the impious 
^ndu£t and cruelty of Putkisl and the 
people of Havila: of the monarchies of 
Elam, Aram and Aflur, with the race of 
£iai)ts, who, guided by Daoon their^high 
prieft, adored' the infernaT; hoft, and pre- 
pared to invade Paradife. Noah leaves 
Chem, and Raphael gives him an ac- 
count of the deftru6tion of a former world. 
caufed by the fms of the inhabitants. 
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WUEN tbe fuA with ardent blazt 
, wfts dedioing from, his merir 
dian height, and before, the youtti with 
balm-hreathiDg new$had Jsfc Sipha's 
dwellingy Shem^ his eldeft brother, 
ftandiiig at thedoor^ perceiv'd at a 
diftance a traveller with no indolent 
'fteps advancingp^. He view'd him witk 
attentive eye^^aad foon recjoUefted th«L 
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exalted mien of virtue that diftinguifh'd 
his dear, his venerable father, who,^ 
under protedion inviflble, was now re- 
turning home alone. With heart*dilating 
tranijport Shem ral«'d his joyful vQice>^ 
znd •communicated the glad news to 
his mother, who was bufy'd in do- 
meftic labour. Then flew with bound* 
ing feet, towards his pious parent* 
Fiird with mingled joy and levertnce, 
lie kneel'd before him ; when ,Noau 
ftretching^t hijiyh^d^4[ai^!d him from 
the earth,* prefs'd him inhiVarms, and 
gave him his blefling : nor did Ham, 
who with fwift foot followed his bro- 
ther, receive a kfe lender em^|^9e. 
M^fic AH met hiosi with open arms un- 
der an' oliye which grew at thie en- 
tinhce of> the court. No ah then mtf^ 
fing his jpoungeft fon, cry'd^ Where 
is Japheth? Did he know of my 
J^etur-n, no diftahce, no, dreary wild« 
•fio • blood-thiffty bealii would prevent 
hi^ qt^ick ftf^proacb, to fee oiy face. 
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At the earlfD diwiiy. aftfwer'd S^jeml^ 
be yrent ta th^ pakt of/ the for rouad-* 
ing cocks \»hidi looks. tow.acds,Tban 
mifta^ thfttiwidi fat-ftrcccb'd.flght^ hf 
mjght.£3iiteh)tbc} fp^csduSilMcl^ for bit 

deftTildkjlGBig^fesitTfathstu, ' 

KajUHbnow. comii^ fo dse^tfaoior of • 
lii» pcftce&di dwfHidg^ boi|p^d to tbo 
groiui^^. and jpraisfd^ the. Lo»o, ^h» 
haibni1]^9ii|hi Jrim. Ihioi* in f^fbty^ 
lobsn idded;i Hail UbTsU manfion^ 
.^viieie i bave* ptffs'd many ferene- and 
teppjr day »yrefto(«k tae to tranquility audi' 
to my&If. Long hasre I been loft amidft 
tfaftihuftko£ cmei^abandofi'd men, de^ 
totedito*Tioe ai»d ^y^ ^d. fldU my heatt 
«vom1|tesriivitfa dread' sdarnM^ hk fhik 
quiet' vaki mayi I recover my^ fefeflky^ 
and enter into my fbuL Happy fens i 
more happy than ye know ! unbridled 
dcfices teach not this garden of inno- 
cence and fw^t. repofe. HateM 6m 
appeals 1 not here drefa^d in gay aHure-^ 



meiitB; and a fpcgiow Veil. H«fc infa-^ 
tiate ambiti<)n vreild^ nM the glktering 
fwordy nor luft and ibofder ratfe die 
poioted tdagger ; bot Ae foul is held 
in foftt awd holy tranquility.^ Ye 
have experionold.the'.iisr^fie {deafures 
that arife from the love of order, and 
thelieartfelt ^Ijght that fiUstfaeibuI 
cUarm!d by the foift emotioos of pi«ty 
and humMit|;r. Bhb btsfa indulgM de^ 
ftrea, aod paffioafe uiifdftram'd^iinrooeed 
fuch Jiateful £Mt iasi £u(' ta xna^oii 
muff rxcite- abhorrence.!' I: "frill Act 
then be wholly filent^ with relpefi to 
vthat I have>feen on eartb« You wiH 
be ft^uck with horror at hearing a'part 
fif the works oi men> vihich with iron 
tongi4<s, .oey /doixd, to .the judgment 
feat of GpD. But I muff fiift rtftefli 
my weary limbs. 

Near the houfe was an high-arch'd 
^otto in which vfas afpacious refcrvoir 
warni'd by the heat afcending fcom. 
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^h'e central fire. In this water Noah 
refrefh^d his fatigu'd Kmbs, He then 
iat down' at his own table, placing him- 
ielf in the upper feat, covcr'd with foft 
Ikins, On the plcnteows board were 
^ plac'd bafkets of' bread and rai fins, al- 
Tilonds and figs ; but no flefli ; for 
bloody vfands were left to Cain's and" 
Seth*s apoftate race. When the ho- 
ly man had allay'd his hunger, MiL-^ 
*<:ah ^nSd her two fons placed thcmfelvcs 
fcy him to hear the wonderous narra- 
tive of his travels through the fpacious 
cartk. 

Fifty revoTving ftins have pafs'd, 

faid he, iince an angel appeared to me, 

while fitting under the olive in the 

. <outer court. He bad ihrouded his ce- 

leftial effulgence, and ye yourfelvcs bc- 

lield him cloath'd in an human form, 

. at the age whe»= lively youth ripens in- 

' Cd&ilate anankoodf Orace and dfg- 

nity I afpdiar'd in his whole demeaivM' ; 



his ytfture wa6rgir4ed u^ as if for tht 
^greaterteafe in walking, and he heM a 

ftaff in his hand. He is ope of the firft 
if the angelic; ofdcrs;, and one of the&- 
<ven that encompa&'the throne. This 

is alfo the blefl'ed ipirit who wain^ 
. Adam of his thfcaiien'd danger. »He 
•addrefe'd himfelf to mc. and thefe 

folemn words 'flow'dfrom^his lips. 

O.NoAH ! ^oul neports-cf (he lifWiof 
m^n, fpread frqfn land to Un(}^ i^ndr'a- 
fcjepd 'above the ^^loud^^ •thff Voice of 
'blood rifes, and comes before the A- 
"VENGER, mingled -with the roar of 
Svrath, the belldwings of bla^h^y, 
>«nd the flirteks ^of innocende^ Hence 
I am order-d ta proceed from/ kiagdom 
}to king^m, itnd ranging the^pBcioas 
^eartfa, to obferve whether theie reports 
are, in every inftance, ineafur'd by 
4ruth. .Thou, NoaIh, muft^ go, as: a 
'W'itnefs between mto aind tne^MKhen I 
•flay thfiir crimes before thtt'Mip|nHlGfi« 
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Take tben thy ftrfff, airf^Fafthc Di- 
•fine ccMiimand, leave this filoit re- 
treat; we will wander thtxMigh all the 
regions of the wide-fpread earth. 

ThQs:he ^fymi^ ttid'erfy iftayJng to 
give jybu ^the^ j«Jt&ig tbiTs, I to6k' my 

tweMteg'ftaff/ahd^olIow'd hJm, ohc- 
•dient. We rpili>aj^ed eriftWartl, with 
fwift feet, luldcr'wliidi ho duft ifofc, 
or fdorikp mnab'd : but -feon n^ 
^^e, cjlt^ttdiftglws arm, tttis^d inc a- 
bovc the furfa^e iPthe earth, ind%. 
parted to'toe fti^fiiiitii*at fj6^rs. We 
»o longer walk-d; bfutjlHce cdeftiai 
beings, flfew, ' Our motion was -quftfc 
as the fall of ^waters fr^m the rocks ; 
fwfft 'as ^ Ae arrow, whieb ^yifig from 
l*ietew,dutftrips thcwiftd, tfll we'ftt 
<air feet in-tht hiid of Cafli. There 
we w«nt not far before we perccivM « 
Vfenetattle did man preteed from tWc 
<»ag^ of the rodcs ; he ftopp'd, and on 
feeing us fo'nfe»r, looked terrify 'd, and 
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^m'd'ta fly : bu,t fuddenly recollefting 
jvimfelf, .ftaid our coming > then witli 
UKtrepid countetnanoe thus fpoke. 

Has the tyrant Magog fent ye Tii- 
^her to difcovcrtay ret|«at i Long has 
he iQade the earth too narrow for me : 
long have I been compell'd to •wt 
my^prefervation Co the^ens of the wild 
l^^ils : Bu% no longer will I 'dare 
.jkvith thenv their folkary -Celling. 
No^ the c^p of rdeftdi is not fiU'd wkh 
fuch bitternels that.Ifhouldfear totafle 
it. Why ihould I prolong this life of 
languor ? To Laombr naught remains 
on earth but gloomy thoughts of bis 
once happy . days, when furrounded by 
Jiis noble-minded fons, and his daugh- 
ter — his dear daughter, in her foft o- 
>pening bloom. Of both am 1 bereav'i 
Both are, by the tyrant torn from my 
Ibnd embraces, and fill'd with luft, he 
.bz$ confinM the dear virtuous maid a- 
•mong the women kept to gratify his 
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fenfual defircs.. No — no more will I 
fly, I falute you, ye minifters of death. 
— Perform your office, and fend me 
to the bleft country which the tyrants 
of the earth (hall never enter. 

We inftantly with gentle words re- 
mo v'd his error, and having adminif-^- 
ter'd the balm of confolation, dcfir'A 
a more particular account of the ty- 
rants. On which Laom£R iighing^ 
ihuscontinuM. 

• r 

Virtue was anciently no ftranger in 
the borders of Cuih : for the fathers of 
the human race, each in his (eparate 
family, here cherilh'd virtue, honour, 
liberty, which they then efteem'd their 
native inheritance, and each guarded 
as the apple of his eye.. They chaftis'd, 
thofe who broke their wholefome laws, 
and at the head of their defcendants re- 
puls'd the inroads of foreign violence. 
While the fathers cherifli'd juftice. 
Vol. I. D 
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temperance, mercy, and all the other 
branches of fober morality, in the^bo- 
foms of their Tons, thefo difpofition^ 
became incorporated with their natures. 
Man then perceiv'd that his good was 
infeparably connected with that of 
others, and found that by relieving 
another family, he promoted the iafety 
and welfare of his own : that the prac- 
tice of virtue is eafy and delightful : 
that it is a ftranger to mebncholy, and 
leaves no furrows on the brottr. Oh 
who could have believ'd, that the hea* 
venly flame ihould ever become extin- 
guith'd ? But alas ! this is now the 
cafe. Virtue which affords the pureft, 
tiie nobleft delight, was at length con- 
iider*d as an enemy to pleafure, and 
the hatred of virtue was follow'd by the 
lofs of liberty, which was ever che- 
lifhM by the noble mind. They vain- 
ly hop*d to live in foft tranquility, 
under the fliade of the throne, free 
from the wife reftraints that check the 



?BooK II. Vt O k it 5T» 

:pa£ions, and fl^ter'd themfelves that 
.jmrio^iim, ielf-deitialy benevoknce and 
the reciprocation of the kind and ge« 
nerou9 ofices of hitmanicy, might bis 
difpens'd with, yet the throne remaia 
iinfliaken, while fear fupply'd the place 
of virtue, I myfelf had been deluded 
^hy th« baib, the ignoble opinion, that 
^ virtuous a£t would be eafier and miae 
readily obey*d, when impos'd by th© 
king's command, than when flowing 
from tbe di<3:ates of our own mind. 

Thus blindly infatuated, we nais'di 
IVIagog to the throne : a man ^11, r^-* 
Ijuft, and courageous, acquainted with 
^e arts of daughter, and the diftrn« 
guiih'dr wonder of th« field.^ E|e 4»«gaa 
'With forming the youth for hormd wai^ 
firfttaught to man by jl^e ipfeffial tjifra^l^ 
'He inftituted martial games^ fM^ ^^^ 
vigors gave horfas and beautiful wck 
nuen. Ife whofe rapid fe^t iirfl reach'd' 
tbe goali he who with clenchU 61k 
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difabled his bruis'd advcrfary; or he 
who writhing round the emb^rrafs'd 
limbs of his ftruggling antagoniift, held 
him with fturdy gfipe, baffling all his 
efforts, was dcem'd^ worthy of high 
rewards and of being advanc'd to dig- 
nities. Vice now plung'd thofe in 
darknefs who had begun to be corrupt, 
and puniftiment overlook'd the friends 
of the king. Honour fat in the feat 
of virtue; but it was an honour dif- 
honourable, a vain chimera, the off- 
fpring of a giddy imagination, confift- 
ing folely in rank, in pageantry and 
empty titles. - 

Magog's firft effays in war were 
rtgainft barbarous robbers, who not on- 
ly drove away the cattle, but murdered 
the ^fliepherds and flying herdfmen. 
Tbeh turning robber himfelf, he un- 
jiiftTyi'educM under his fubjecftion, the 
weak tnon archies of the eaft; folely 
incited by- their enjoying a richer cli** 
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mate, in which caffia and myrth an4 
cinnamon exhale tl^ir balmy o^ou^p^ 
Flufh'd with this Cujccefs) he turn'd hi^ 
arms agaioft the ftat^s of , bis, own 
realm, to whom liberty was become a 
burtheq. In MaOoo's jealous eye the 
grave ^flTembly of the aiders form'd> 
monarchy* within a cEy>n2^rcby, as it ap- 
peared poflefs'd of a rcflcftive foul con* 
feious of its faculties, and capable of 
curbing his lawlefe defires. All were 
^ow to efteem the fovereign's pleafure 
as the flandard of right and wrong, 
and his prerogative was rais'd above 
thofe laws of truth, and equity by which 
^the Eternal himfelf is picas'd to re- 
gulate his anions. 'Whoever by a fina- 
gle word prefum'd to oppofe him, r^* 
ceiv'd a golden caiket in which was a 
filver knife, which he was to flange 
into his own brcaft. \ 

Thus every noble fentiment having 
gradually loft its influence, tjru6 valour 

D 3 
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iroop*i^ fupprefe'd by abjeft fear r and 
<ibe noble love of liberty^ withered,* 
Freedom of will was cdnfm/d- t&the 
OkbHzrchf and all ^hers reduced to the 
krvitky of brutes : dieir portion ftupi- 
dity, implicit obedience^ and Severe 
chaiHfeoieot. H« created at Caimaii. 
a prifofi caUed idle caAk of «eemt(' 
^ddivion, where k is ^deatfa lor ta priAi<f 
Aer to i^monftpate, oe- to fuppHcate 
for pardon. TvDOU^ the Inftrument 
of his cruelty is t^e ^ft of his fl^ves^ 
and goveriu with all his maAer's tyran^ 
ny. Under hb murdexpMB rage> Cuili 
lud already )>eeR deipopulaled, ihad not 
the ejttraordinary fertility of it& female^ 
iieplacM the multitudes that fell viAimf^ 
to die rutMefn t]^»its« An abjedi: 
eeremoiiial was at length ordainM) and 
krrii^ pK)lbratidns, wkfl covering the 
face, and beating tbe breaft> VFcre or* 
dered to be pra£tis'd by all that ap- 
;[pvoadi'd the jiaughty Macoo^ wl^p- 
from his lofty throne look'd 4awn witjx 
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difdain, on' the humble feats of thi 
fiiepherd s of the people* 

Yet this abjaft homage xww not 
fuAcient to gratify his infatiate arro- 
gance: for returning from Nod in 
triumphal parade, the wretch became 
fo infatuated with pride, as to aflumd 
Hke honours and pretend to the power 
of the Most High. Often did he 
cry, in the midft of his impiofls folly; 
that it was he who made the earth and 
fea, and to prevent hb waves paftn^ 
beyond their appointed bounds, had 
committed the trident to his brothef' 
Nemesis, wh^ had been fwallow'd up 
by the foaming furge. That he had 
taught him to yoke the floimdcring 
ieahorfe to the brittle ihell, and to rule 
the liquid deep, while he himfiSf chofe 
the land, in order to difplay hfs gran- 
deur among the fbns of earth. Sooit 
were fifty thoufend men cmploy'd in 
trebling to him a lofty and fplendid 
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templff of polifh'd marble, in which he 
plac'd the images of the vagiquifh'i 
deities, and above them all, his own. 
This was of porphyry : it was form'd 
of gigantic fize^ and with attitude im* 
perious. Under it was this abfurd in- 
fcription,^ Bow the knee to the Efful- 
gence of the Deity. Priefts, facrifices^ 
and feftivals. were then appointed *in 
honour of the idol j and with found of 
trunnpet an impious proclan;iation was 
made, that for the future the image of 
Magog, the Effulgence of the Deity, 
was alone to be worfhipp'd as th? 
Creator and Lord of the earth. Hi| 
eldeft fon firfl from the fmoaking cen-- 
for rais'd clouds of incenfe before the 
idol. . The fawning crowd follow'd the 
profane example. But (hock'd at the 
•impious aft, I refus'd to fall proftrate 
before the ftatue of a tyrant. At this 
the fell monfter was enrag'd, and 4n- 
ftantly fent me the caflcet with the fd- 
ver knife, but inftead of plunging it in 
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my breaft, I ruih'd thro' the cpnfos'd 
^ throng, and efcap'd to tbefe rocks. 

Thus fpak&the fugitive, and I^ with 
eager emotion, reply'd, Can valour and 
pufilanimity dwell together in the fame 
bofom? How amazing is it, that the 
inhabitants of Cuih can be intrepid 
in the field, while at home they are the 
moft abje£l flaves ! The fervice of Ma- 
. GOG is treafon againft mankind, ^ub- 
miflion to him is apoftacy from God, 
from religion, and from virtue. 

» We left Laomer amidft the crags 
of the rocks, and hafted into the heart 
of the country. In our way we be- 
held people flocking in crowds to Ha- 
nuch, the capital, to celebrate an an- 
nual feftival. The plains around the 
city weie cover'd with multitudes* pref- 
fing forward to the temple like Aooda 
luflving towards the ocean. Hanuch 
with its nine times nine gates, could 
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ikot Qontain them : and. there, at eveiy 
rifiog Cun^ a. thov^Loi herald^ prow 
claim'd,. Hear ye men of Cuifi, fays, 
the £ffiilge|ice of the Deity,, who for 
the welfare of ma^kiqd, fpreads his. 
ahnighty wings^ over hill and plain,, 
earth and fea ; the lord ef deftiny^ and? 
of the axis on which the wheel of for<> 
tune turns commands, that when die 
trumpet {ball be heard,.ye fall proftrate^ 
to the earth, and worfliip Maoog,. 
who has made the gods of Nod his 
foot flool, and who giveth to the na- 
tions to eat the fat of the land, that 
they may fulfil his commands and' 
livct But the flive who on hearing the 
folemn ibund (hall not worfliip him with: 
humUe proftration, (hall die — He fhall. 
die to appeafe thQ anger of Magoo. 

The whole throng* of abjed flaves. 
heai;d. the thopatening voice and fell 
proftrate, grovelling in the duft. Yet 
two ypung men, Eaombk's noble roB«c 
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boldly flood tte6t^ and grievM at the 
abjefl ferviltty of their countiyiiieiii 
cry'dy Shall we baiely give the worflup 
due t^ Him who inhabiteth eternity 
to an idol of ftone, the image of a fran* 
tic wretch whom we ourfelvea have 
exalted^ tbo^ be might be our ihephtrd^ 
and not a ravenous wolfj that he 
might proteft and not deftroy us. 

The haughty Magoo^ enrag'd at 
hearing die voice of truth, furioufly 
cry'd, The io^pious wretches -fhall be 
flain, and my altar be fprinkled with 
1^ their fmoalcing bloods I was ftanding 
on a pinhacle of the temple, ihrowded 
in a cloud, dofe by my cQndu£tor, and 
defir'd him to faye from the murder«» 
•u6 knife of the prseft, the noble youths 
who had bravely borne teftimony to 
the Most High who liveth forever. 
He confentcd, and waving hU hand, 
Ae idolatrous multitude were inftantly 
&iuck with blindnefs, Inftead of Lao^ 
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mir's Tons, they feiz'd each, other, and 
inftantly the temple was. fiU'd with 
confus'd lamentations, tumultuous noife 
and wild uproar* The feraph* fhen 
defcending, addrefs'd one of the l^rave 
' youths, (;rying5 Draw thy fwoiti, and 
* fmite the tyrant. He obcy'd. He 
fmote Magog, and his blood gufhing 
forth in a'ftream, ftain'd his ftatue 
impioufly nam'd the EfFulgence of the 
Lord. The feraph then takiag the 
Witnefl^s for Goi> into bis^ prote^ion, 
Ave, with fwift feet, pafs'd through 
the . blinded . multitude, and left;, the 
idolatrous city. • My beneficent con* 
duftor then directing them to a «ave 
in the rock, where they woul4 find 
their fblitary father, we refum'd ouf 
rapid coiirfe, proceeding towards the 
•northern zone. 

Nod h feparated fromCufli by d, rai- 

. pid torrent which continually roars, 

"•There the woedf abo\ind with defcj?. 
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^nd the lakes and rivers yield plenty 
ef fi(h. As the inhabitants dwell near 
the woods and waters, the bow- and 
arrow, the hook and line, were once 
in the hands of all the people ; and wild 
beafts and fifh furnifli'd them with the 
means of life. Peaceful and fatisfy'd 
with little, they were not plaga'd with 

' the Aibtile diftiA(5lions of law;, and 
courts of juftice were render'd unne- 
ceflary by the force of cuftonjs. 4icv«r 
violated. Strangers to tillage, they 
flept ifi the lap' of indolent repofe*. 
The knowledge of the Eternal, th«* 
obfcur'd,was not utterly extinguifh'd ; 
but they efteem/d themfelves unworthy 
of his regard. Nature feem'dto have 

, fecur'd them from invafion by placing 
between them and Maqog the rapid 
torrent, whichr neither the ftrong horfe, 
noF light ^iJiF could pafs. But while 
that tyrant was carrying w^ and defo- 
lation from lan3 to land, there liv'd ijv 
Cu/b a m%at>i. adf emurou^ miiid, wdia 
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firft on the broad ftream built a fpacii- 
ous yeBkl of cflHar planks i in the nuA- 
die he plac'd a maft, to which kung a 
^reading &il to gather the h9¥ering 
wind, and to govern its motiona be 
fix'd an kelm^ In this ^eiouf vefiel 
he ventur'd the rapid deep^ and b^Ijc 
ftach'd the jHQm^ ihore, whei« he 
found a people array d in^fi^thers^^ art- 
fully interwoven, and glowing with* 
the brighteft colours^ 

* 
This difcovery foon reaeWd the earn- 
ml Maooq, who heard the news as tH# 
frroclamatioo of viftory^ the forerunner 
•f new triumphs, and fent a fleet to 
Mod with thefe inAilting propofals : 
Maoog, before Whom the prinees oi 
the ea({^veil tl*eir faces^ when they ap- 
proach his daazling luftre, has^receiv'd 
information- that ye are a people td« 
iVhom his goodnefs is unknown : but 
as he withholds not his bleffings from, 
afty natioa of. the people* earth,, he 
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careth for you. He will furntfli you 
witk laws and cufloms^ with raiment 
•of woven linen,, and gods of molten. 
hrm&j of human form and comely ^pe. 
AH be requires in return is, ^that the 
children of Nod fliall become hisflav^es, 
tiie young men to attend his camels and 
Ihs afiesy^ and the maidens to prepare 
£bod for the lefvants of the king. ^ ' 

To this fneflage the inhabitants t>f 
Nod anfwcr'd : If ye have laws and cuf- 
toms, and raiment of linen, kt us have 
them in exchange for the diings with^ 
which we abound*. Ye HbM have the* 
fruit of the fertile foil^ and the growth 
of our woods.. Take all but our fons^ 
and our daughters, the future fathers 
and mothers of our people, without^ 
whom we fheuld foon be no more a« 
jfation. • 

Magog exafperated' at tilis mild and: 
and fenfi^Ic*" reply,, pregar'4 for flauglfr- 
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• ter; he crofs*d the ftreight with a 
thoufand artn'd veficlsy. to chaftife the 
infolent race who .dar'd to refufe t6 
lend him their Tons and daughters. 
Soon were the fields firew'd with 
breathlefs bodies diftain'd with bloody 
and no (belter could be found from the 
fury of the recking fword. His fan- 
guinary hirelings^ through the mere 
wan tonne fs of cruelty, flew the poor 
defencelefs inhabitants, and rang'd the 
woods and wilds in queft of carnage. 

. Scarce a fourth part of the people ef- 
cap'd the thirfty fword ; for what 
could thoy perform againfl enemies 
train'd toi flau^hter; who aflaulted 

. them with the fury of lions. 

• 

Still every part of the country wore 
the marks of death. I pafs'd over a 
fpacious trad cover'd with bones, man- 
gled flefli, and mould diftain'd wltli 
blood. There with horrid art arofe 
bigh^ in the air pyramids of human 
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bones. On the bank of a river which 
refreflves and fertilizes the land, Ma- 
gog had built a city, where was eredtcd 
thefe dreadful trophies of his vicSlories, 
Nod's unhappy fons whom thefword and 
their own grief had fpar'd, were con- 
demn'd to toilfome labour, to dig clay, 
make bricks, and work in the quarries 
for their hard mafters. To what bafe 
indignities, O ye young men and mai4t 
were, ye expos'd ! in the open market 
of the city, we faw troops of blooming 
virgins torn from the bofoms of their 
mothers, or youngs women from their 
fond huibands armsj ftamiing naked, 
to be. purchas'd for monfey, and fol4 
at a lower price than the horned ox — 
Weeping they ftood, hiding their bluih- 
es and their tears under their diiheveiri 
hair. ** 

Fiird with horror and deep conc^n, 
we foon. turn'd from* the ravag'd Islnd, 
overflow'cl with guilt, and proceeded 
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thro' the regions of the north, whcrfr 
the inhabitants are lefs thinly fcatter'd. 
They fow the rich field, which pro- 
duces a golden harveft. They plant 
vineyards, that become laden with the 
lufcious grap<(, and bring forth the 
plenteous vintage. Long was ouf' 
Htgbt over the ocean's fruitful wafte,, 
till weft of Eden we perceiv'd Mafis,, 
&>wing with milk and honey^ and in- 
btbked by the defcendants of Seba, the 
gitodfon of ABEi;.They havelighthair> 
are fwift of foot, and ever in' motion^ 
Wit there aSumes the place of jiidg- 
incnt 5 and to their perverted tafte our 
divine difcourfe was infupportable. 
With them devotion is dull ftupidity ;. 
a modeft timidity, ridiculous bafliful^ 
«efs. All the force and ipirit of reli- 
gion are loft in oftentatious pomp and 
pageant cwemony. We found them 
divided info two lefts, the blue arid the 
green ; for their fentiments were dif- 
tinguifk'd by the colour of their habits*. 
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Thofe eftecm'd the blue of the etherial 
vault, a fymbol of true devotion: thefW 
ibund the colour of the verdant car- 
pet of the earth a more fpiritual orna- 
ment. Thofe form'd hieroglyphic im- 
ages of God, the angels, and the pow« 
ers of Heaven, under the form of men 
and animals, plac'd in ftrange com- 
bination. Thefc pluck'd down their 
images, overturn'd their altars, and oa 
the green turf burnt their ofFerings to 
l!he liORD. Long difputes were canryM 
on in the fynod of the priefts, whctficr 
the cherubs who brandifli their fiords 
ever Paradke, ht celeftial fpitits, «r 
fiery meteors. To each the affair waa 
indifferent, yet the green having taught 
llie (irft» the Uiie, from a fpirit of coil* 
tention, maintainM the latter. 

Now reignM over the people a king 
nam'd Asdod, vidiofe confort Anais^ 
rul'd fupreme, while every generous 
fentiment of AsDon's mind» being'ftiflcA 
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by blind fuperftition, he refign'd to her 
the whole condutSl of his affairs, and 
devoted himfelf to religious trifles, of 
which he was fo ftrangely fond, that 
he once gave one of his beft cities, for a 
.ftafF faid to have fprung from a fcion of 
the tree of knowledge* 

Anais fiding with the blues, the 
green were by her powerful influence 
involv'd in the miferies of ^ cruel per*- 
fecution : inflantly all the dear con^- 
|te£^ions of nature of mafrriage and 
/riendfhip loft their force, and thofe 
aioft nearly all/d, treated e^cfa other 
as the blttereft enemies^*^ Thus, the 
infernal fpirit of perfecutioa reign'd 
triumphant. At length the , favage 
priefts prompted by the remof felefs'queea 
refolv'd to exterminate, by a fudden 
maflacre^ all the green. At the dead 
of night the horrid flaughter bcgaa: 
fome were fuddenly flain, while they 
had Xcarce time to experience the fefift 



^ 



Book II. NOAH. 69 

of pain. Others ftarting from fleep, 
awaked by the infulting fliouts of their 
favage enemies, and the doleful cries 
and dying groans of their wounded, 
their expiring friends, fil I'd with horror 
attempted to fly ; but only fled to meet 
their death. All places fwarm'd with 
blue-clad aflTaflins, who, while with 
fell alacrity they were dealing death 
around, cry'd with exulting voice. 
Let us cut them oflF, let us fpare none 
of thefe odious monfters; for this ii 
iJie order of the queen, who. thus vin» 
dicates the caufe of God, and revenges 
him on thefb impious unbelievers. 
Thus in the mtdft of their diabolical 
cruelty, they had the name of the 
Most High in their mouths, 
and while deeply ftained with inno- 
cent blood, offered a folemn#facrifice 
to the Almighty Avenger of 
the innocent. The queen from a 
window of the palace vieVed with ex- 
ultation the horrid carnage :. while the 
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kingy loft to all fenfe of the dignity 
«f his ofice, with eyes fiaimng. witk 
rage mingled with the aiTaffins^ and 
jpin'd with them id OMirderiiig hia 
fubjeds, his hands, face and raiment 
tihg'd with blood* Then grinn'd the 
dogs, of Anai9> fatiatsd with human 
lieih. The wild hyenaa &wn*d a>t the 
feet of AsDOD. A^dob and Anais 
grina'd a horrid finile. Then was 
ften the full-fwell'd crawd of the birds 
#f prey, and the wild bcafts of the 
fMnAv fnuffM theflaoghter aa it flew iA 

At wind, 

* 

The Teturning fun, which night, 
unwillingly fufFer^d to approach, faw us 
in the capital oT Mafis, magnificently. 
Imilt by SciistA;. In the ftreets we. 
found only tcembltng women ; fathers: 
who had cxpir'd on die mangled bodies 
'of their fons ; brides who had fainted 
in the arms of their bridegrooms, now 
irviving tore their hsrir, looking around 
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in all the a^ony of wiJd di&nAiony and 
fucking infants hanging at the breafia 
of their- pale lifelefs mothers. Struck 
vrith the vaiious horrors which every 
where met my eyes, I begg'd of my 
guide to fuffeir me to leave the ibroud* 
ing cloud; he confented, and I in« 
ftantly appear'd before the favage ty« 
jrant. 

What inhuman rage, faid I^ hu 
produc'd the horrid fcenes that wound 
my fight, and fill my heart with an- 
guifli ? Are thefe objeds, O king, thy 
work ? Arc they thy crimes, O queen ? 
Does the god ye ierve delight in mifery 
and in murder i Does he teach you to 
murder tbofe whom ye are bound to 
f rote(ft ? Is he, like you, inexorable, 
and rendtr'd obdurate by hatred, and 
a love of revenge ? Oh this is not the 
all«-gracious Creator and preferver of 
men : when he punr(bes the inhabir 
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tants of the earth, it is that they may 
turn from the evil of their ways, and 
feek the path of righteoufnefs f for he 
is flow to anger, and ddights in mercy. 
He then who is known to thy priefts, 
O king ! is not the ^God of Abel, 
your grandfather, whom Cain himfelf 
acknowledg'd, and fupplicated for par- 
don; but each of you have multiply'd 
the fins of that firft fratricide, by heap- 
jflg on your heads thegiiilt of the mnr- 
dcr often thoufand brothers. The 
God of Abel form'd ws for happinefs, 
form/d us to love himfelf, and t© love 
all who, like us, are the work of bis 
hands. From my lips flow the law of 
truth, and to.;you I preach love and 
l^enevolence, the £rft of all religious 
duties : but what are your laws ? Are 
they not aits of power and of folly? 
Your virtues are the boaft of Satan, 
who infpires your priefts with mad rage, 
a|id infernal fury. 
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My opening my lips againft eftab- 
Tifhed errors, was accounted blafphc- 
my. Anais gave orders to bind the 
heretic in chains for reviling their gods, 
4ind cenfuring Asdod, for exterminat- 
ing the impious, who had facrilegioufly 
thrpwn down their idols, robb'd the 
temples of the prcfence of their deities, 
and confccrated themfelves to the 
fervice of Satan and his angels. 
Soon were my hands bound with ma- 
nacles of iron. I patiently fubmitted ; 
but, felf-opening, they fell from my 
wrifts, and the feraph taking me in- 
to his protedion, we pafs'd invifibly 
from thence, fill'd with deep concern 
at the miferies produc'd hy hell-born 
fuperftition, ardently longing to find a 
people who had a better claim to the 
title of humanity. 

We then pafs'd to Lud, fituated un- 
der the ardent rays of the fun. The 
inhabitants are the children of voluptu- 
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oufi^fs. Wc b?hcl4 them in the' vine- 
yards of Sofala, 00 the b^nks of th^ 
P^rnna, which rojl^ it3 i^rw«n ov^ 
golden (ands. We. few their hbfowjj 
pant wi£h the i^otion oC th^ Qia^jf. 
d^Q^y V^^ their ui>guarded hearts fiU'd 
vith aovQU^oi^^ tf anfports hy foft liUes^ 
which with fojjthing fouxfds^ ^^^ 
the. foijil. They efteenj thqfejelvcs. 
h^y while tjhe gobjejt crov^ij'd ^ith^ 
ip^J;klipg wiA^ go^ cheatful rjooi^n^, 2jid 
fpicjr nj^^ts prolpng the na^U &>llp>w'd 
Ijy fi9i^^fs, Th^y ftrqw their b^$ 
with rofe^: but fof^ix'd by luxwxy 
^^^^ upfoYni^ if a f^rigk bud lie be- 
neath the fragrant leaves* Th.e inters 
courfe 0^ tbp ftx^es i? rQijt5r,ain'd by. 119. 
lavy. Th?ij^ unb,ri(J}e4 youth, ramblq 
freely from Ahallb^ma to Tirijna,/and 
the females, inftcad of waiting for foUr- 
citation, keep harams of beautiful 
youths^ A^l the pjeafi^re tji.ey Iwe 
tallc, they madly imagine will accom- 
pany th<sn^ after d(?ath. Their minds 
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are govera'd hy levity : vQluptuoiiCjidrs 
^aad Uoentious .foUy prcfide ifi tkcif 
public couatiils* 

Sichjbr took iia into his palace^ 
wliore ev^ ro^m.wsa fiird with arc* 
ffiiatic fumes. Eromr.a tnagmfieent. gal** 
leny we faw* wsiilcs bordered with flow^ 
ers^ leading to grottosi adcurnfa with 
*&ell9» Where wimtOB damfds feign'd 
ta conceal themfelyes from the purfuit 
of the laughing youth, who follow'd 
them ^ith eager kfciviou$ eye. JLni the 
'banqueting room theheardi fiamMwith 
odorous w^ood ; and there a. vocal choir 
Join'd with inftrumental mufic, with 
ibfteft harinohy, thus, eaopr efs'd in rap« 
turous ftrajns, ideas moft deftru&ivie. 

Ye fons of earth, while fleeting yotttk 
inhales the balm of life, and raifes the 
fc.ul to pleafure, let not this g^oom of 
virtue dnrken. the fmiiing houy^ nor 
proud amhttioB) nor empty fs^nr dif** 
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turb your foft repofe. Be wife before 
age furrows the brow, and pluck the 
lufcious fruit before it falls. He who 
longeft prevents the approach of Death, 
knows that at laft he'll come and pierce 
him with his flaming lance« Enjc^ 
then the prefent hour, nor dread tb| 
future : for when the rofe bud opens, 
foon it fades and mingles with the duft ; 
and when the verdant branches of the 
leafy trees ceafe to drink in the vernal 
^dew, their dry heads embrownM by 
thirft, wither, droop and die. Indulge 
then the fhort gift of life, banifh care, 
footh thyfelf in Pleafure's lap. Cro>yn 
the mantling bowl, and live the life of 
the blefs'd immortals, who in a circle 
of incefTant delights enjoy, without 
thoughts of man, the luxuries of Hea- 
ven. 

Thus fang the choir of drunkea 
pleafure. The feraph heard the im- 
pious fong, while indignation fpread on 



kis cheek the bluflies of the dawning 
day, and from his opening lips flow'd 
this^inftru^ive reproof 

Kow rs al-l the vigour of the immor* 
tal fpirit laviih'd on vanity ! How is- 
every noble faculty of the foul debas'd ! 
Short-liv'd pleafure$, in a giddy round, 
have extinguifli'd every exalted fenti- 
ment, form'd by the great Creator^, 
• for an eternal duration. Before man 
has run half his fleeting courfe, he has 
gratify'd every temptation to volup- 
tuous delight, and fatiated with fenfu-" 
al pleafure, ftrives to revive pall'd appe«- 
tite, and to rekindle- the damp'd flame 
of brutal defire. Thus it fares with 
the wretched apoftates from virtue— 
from virtue the fource of uniformity 
of life, and of all the charms of fweet 
variety. On the foul which the rays of 
virtue warm, bangs no difguft : the 
heart triumphs with home-felt joy, and 
lisich fucceffive mpm fees the gladden'd 
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kfoi rifing, progrcffite, nedrer towards 
Heaven ; each fnctxedmg/dtij is iJraught 
with fomething Jiew. Virtue in new 
lights lays open noble profpefts : good- 
Ms takes totft ymh decency, and c!(n« 
^1 4our is adorn -d with .^vity, with 

gmwiiig tmaStiity^ and' purity 6£ lote*. 
Stili the further they adrsttct the prof». 
peSt enlarges, ami Yircue Jcitis thvm. 
above the low circk of earthly joysy tm 
t^it th^it ane eternal* The prime. esi 
•f life is not to be found in rofbacd 
bowen, or the laliing lap of foft iado* 
fence, and luxurious pleafure« Man 
was not fbrtn'd to grafp at all the 
allurements that nie in crowds befolfe^ 
him, much left to wearryhis infatiate 
eye in queft of vanity. He who, in* 
Cautious, fwallows large draughts t># 
fenfiial pleafure, deprives himfelf of alt 
. ftrcfet fcnfations, and fbiil-facM Difeafej 
with hollow eyes, and tittering ftep 
fdllbwing clofe, fteps into the place of 
ilorid Laughter : for even on earth the 
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puhiffith^ht of thoFc Begins who violate 
tfte olrdinances of the Mdst High. 
Thott O ^iCHAk! believfeft that hr 
iVho has closed his life in the boforh 
^f Pleadire, fhall efcape as one con- 
teal'd from Qq1> : but the eye bf Juf- 
ilce hone efcapcs. Know, thai bh th6 
iofther ficfe the^ grave arc kwo {laths, oriK 
leads the piotrt tb Gbi>'s cteraiil terti- 
i>Ic5 there he paflis through a vifta. 
Inhere the trees bend uhdbl- their fhiit 
of regetaBle gold, hanging oh ambrofiaV 
boughs, and fhihihg in perfcft luftre* 
fitt ripfe and fitted to the taftc of the 
erii-aptur'd Toiil ; but the other leads to 
the flaming g^te df Hell. Ah deceive not 
dlyfelf, Beyohd the grave thou flialt 
Bfe judg'd fay him v^ho ttade and go- 
VfcrhsaH ; Who floW tb ahgfer, and Waiting 
16 be grtcibd*, grant* the firiner futcef- 
fite cehttfi-lesr fot f ej:fehtancc. Wfioem * 
thefefoiii thiriks that Rk Hcipft ffie ho- 
tScfe bf tht^ Mbsr High, H dr^iSMlf 
dfeceiv *. For tht tevodving heaven^ 

£4 
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whofe revolutions meafure time, are 
before the omniprefent God as written 
tables on which are infcrib'd, in indeli- 
ble charafters, all the aftions of men, 
Blefs'd is he of whom many worthy 
deeds are recorded ! Beftow not then 
on time the cares due to eternity: a£l 
not as if this life was the end of thy 
creation ; and make it not, by eyil ha- 
bits, the abode of calamity, paii) and 
remorfe : but rather the feat of peace 
and gratulation. Bridle thy defires — 
temper thy pleafures, left they deftroy 
thee in their embraces* Seize the joy 
that will laft when time fhall be no 
more ; the joy, that no accident, that 
no grief fliall deftroyV Such a life will 
reflect honour on thy natal day : it 
opens a ravifhing profpe6l of futurity^ 
it affords a delightful fpretafte of the 
pure and eternal felicity of the angelic 
hoft, who amidft their fublime and 
rapturous pleafures, are not unmindful 
of man. On his concerns Raphael 
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^ft leaves the celeftial courts^ to defcend 
to earth, and thence the chenibim and 
feraphim oft come down, and with de- 
light hover unfeen by mortal eye, about 
the virtuous, fympathizing in their pure 
felicity.. They too pity,, with friendly 
concern the fouls which become brutai 
by finking into the mire of fenfuality, 
while the groveling pleafures of earth 
conceal from them the view t)f Hea^ 
ven. 

Tbt feraph havii^ thus fyd^ 
chang'd his appearance; his form be- 
came more lucent; he rofe to an an- 
gelic ftature, and a celeftial luftre 
beam'd all around. Dread and amaze- 
ment now feiz'd the voluptuaries, who 
faid to each other,. This ftranger i» 
not a mere mprtal : his ftature furpaffes 
that of man^ He is, perhaps, one o£ 
the celeftial court, who, 'tis faid, fre- 
quently defcend from Heaven to vifit 
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tkt (bus of earth ; but at hi^ gji^nty^ 
mkth an4 laughter fly. 

SicuAA becken^df to the pncrratiir^ 
bands of vocal and ktArumtntal mufic^ 
and tbejr withdrew;, then bow'd to 
the ai^el^ as man bows before bi» 
God > (carce preftitMig to^Hft up bia 

■ 

tjcs to the radiant form. 

How does thy beauties, faid br^ 
beam with fudden radiance on my daz* 
x\^ eyes- ! With what MFOffv than, hu- 
man dignity riies tb>y g^ioos ftatare h 
T4ioii te^dti^ i» the Ke^ven of Hea« 
vens» To thtee' a facrWtce jftall rn- 
ftantly be offci^d^ and to thee myn4v 
ftall burn m fragrant incenfe. Siy,— 
Oh t^ji how flialk we, the fons of 
dud, obtain fevour ffom thee, who^ 
thus^ diffuses celeftial light. 

With mild afpeft, the feraph thus. 
rcply'd ; To the only Lord of Heaven 
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and Eartfi, are altars and oblations 
due. Before thd Eternal and Infi- 
nite, the angek fold their hands, and 
with awful reverence bend the kneel 
From him they receive their radiance, 
but dim their luftre, when, at his com- 
mand, they vifit the fens of the earth. 
They, like man, are his offsprings 
but form'd of fuperior dignity, and 
cloath'd with lucent robes. They are 
ally'd to the human mind, for angels 
and fouls are of one nature and one ori- 
ginal J both proceed from the breath 
divine. Yet thou, O man! whomayft 
boaft thine exalted origin, thy noble 
kindred, nourifheft ignoble defires, 
and fmkeft beneath the level of the 
beafts that perifli. Oh caft far from 
thee thefe brutal defires, and let thy 
thoughts and aftipns be worthy of 
thine exalted nature, and the glorious 
hopes for which thou wert form'd* 
Dcfpife low grovelling pleafures, anJ 
all the dclufive charms of fin. Wal- 

E 6 
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low no longer in the mud, but raifing 
thine head above it, cultivate thine 
intellefls, and by piety and virtue eno* 
noble thine immortal fouK 

Submiffive humility appear*d in Si- 
char's deportment ; but his heart was 
evil : he meditated mifchief, and faid 
to himfelf, Whether this my gueft be 
an immortal fon of Heaven, foon will I 
know by an infallible proof. He then 
cruelly gave private orders that one of 
bis purchas'd flayes fhould be (lain ;, his. 
cook boils the /lefh, and laying the 
mangled morfels in d!(hes, Si char. 
caufes the horrid rcpaft to be plac*d on, 
the feftive board, and (^tfting one of 
the difguis'd limbs, befought us to eat.. 

No fooncr had Sichar fpofce, than. 
Aiaddening horrors feizM his mind ; 
took poflfeflion of his brain, and fill'd 
the feat of imagination; amphyfbenaa. 
and hydras darting from their widfi 
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gaping mouths their forkied tongues^, 
feeia'd ta hover over the tablc^ with 
their leathern wings. With high-arch*d, 
tye-lids and open mouth he flood a^ 
ghaft ; then ftarting cry'd, How the 
ball refounds their hifling.! Hifs not 
at meye amphyfbenas,. ye hydras dire! 
See thofe fcorpions,, black and filtby>- 
rifing from the fleor,. advance ihaking 
their envenom'd .flings.. Ah fee the 
difhes ! blood flowa from the wounds of 
^ach mangled limb^aud from the fmok^^ 
ing difhes ifTue groans.. He then at-r 
tempted to fly ;^ but the door appearing 
guarded by invenom'd monfters, be 
ftarted back, crying,. Tbefe filthy ferr 
pentsh^iJ fefzM my body,^ they twine 
round my limbs. I feel their flings, the 
venom haapierc'd my heart, O blood 
unjuflly fpilt ! Then falling he roll'd 
on the ground, and with a heavy groan 
c:i{pir'd.. 

, With hafty feet we left the palace^ 
aad bent our flight to Havila, which 
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prodiices bdellium and the onyx, and ii 
poflefs'd fay the deibeiktants 6f ICedar,. 
whofe chief employment being bfced- 
iiig cattle, they live ift tents, moving 
with their hctds and flocks from place 
to place: olsly NADotil had aiTembled 
his defcendants within the walls ofYar- 
mute lin the ncighb6uring country my 
attention w^3 excited by the cafuat 
mention of SitnuAy my deareft fri\^Adt 
who, I was told, had long dwelt oii 
the banks of the river Pifon, when ^ 
tragical eveitt drove him from Havila ;. 
for he had a numerous race traip'd up 
in virtue, and rear'd to riianhood ; but 
all were brought tb the grave by an un- 
timely death. ^ 

Havila has now abolij[h*^d . the wor* 
ftip of the fun j but though the people 
offer up their prayers to the only God, 
the Infinite and Eternal ; they pay al- 
Bioft divine honours to Putniel, an 
jmpoftor, whom tbey^ eftdom his pro* 
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^wt^r TfcU <i«^}vir bodl^ tferat he has 

%9m in H«ftvm, where he fto<!Kl before 

tke M«^ Hi«»> who girt hinvwith x 

fyfofAj i0 kMm HI tb# ntliens that re- 

jc&cd hiv )an>«^ vmi ttfxte^i td aek/koW* 

kdge h^M ta be the brother of the E^ 

TERNAL. Titt ptoplt gave credit i& 

his Iies> and Putniel promis'd in the 

WMiic (M diemighfy Got^^ fhac th< gates 

ef Paradife fbiMiU fp^nttMeiHiif ^e4 

to receite all who dy^d fighting for hh 

tzvdk^ while they who fled in the day of 

battle^ iho»U Im dragg'd by SxtAMr 

into the deep ^xid tremendous abyfe <i( 

Hdi Hence Mavila is fill'd wii9vche 

fgrn af war and rapine. Thefe doc- 

trineB p^pt^ce robberies and murders 

as works acceptable to- Goi>; for all 

believing that Heaven is tb he obtain^ 

by the fword, th^y invade th^ lands of 

of the.mAoeen(, and the countries \^eft 

ba?e never injur** them-, the artful irtiv- 

poftor decferes he will beftow on his 

iwMl diftmguifli'd waxfiors^ ThU^ 
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thefe people efteem a q\iiet deatb> pro* 
duc'd by a flow difeafe, as the moft 
dreadful of all difafters* Hence the. 
warlike PuTt^ifiL, at the head of. hi| 
creduloua hod, obtains vidory on vic- 
tory, and bis orders are efteemM as* 
thofe of. the Most High- 

The inhabitants of Yarmut alont 
fiiut their gates againfti the deceiver^ 
and the refolute Balack,. chief of the 
council of^ the elders,, caus'd a. firid 
watch to he kept on the walls. As his 
knowledge and experience enabled 
him to render ineiFedual the attempts of 
his enemies, Putniel endeavour'd to 
corrupt, him, by promifing toinake him 
the fecondin command.. But he. fcorn'd 
the honours oiFer'd hun by an impoftor. 
PuTNiEi. then.ftrove^ to gain him by 
promifing torefto/e to Bai/A^k, Se^ 
I^IM his fon, whom he had lamented as 
long iince dead ; for a robber had cat:^ 
i:y'd..him ofF in his childhood, andpre^ 
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fented him to the impoftor, who had 
brought him up in his camp : but he 
reply'd. Not even to preferve the life of 
my foh, will I betray Yarmut, The 
pjropbet exafperated at bis noble infiexi- 
bility^ bafely refolv'd to take away his 
life, and, horrid thought ! to make the 
Ion his inftrument in the father's m«r* 
ller. The foul of Selim 'bad been 
deprav'd by fuperftition ; he, like a 
young lion train'd to obedience, was 
ready to obey the nod of his keeper. 
No fentiment, no idea had place in his 
mind, that was not fixM there by Put* 
KIEL > what he blam'd had hitherto 
appeiur'd execrable, and his approbatioa 
gave the ftamp of virtue* 

PuTNiEL was revolving in his mind 
the murderous deed, when the feraph 
and I entered Yarmut, and unp^rceiv'd 
faw all that pafs'd. An armiftice had 
bten agreed upon between the contend* 
ia£ parties, under the fandion of ^h\s^ 
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the tfcacheroAs feftYioftot, \vMi fome of 
his moll refoiute foUow^iiSy had enter'({ 
the citjTy where I faw him take yoang 
Semm afidfej and havihg prefented him 
a goldeh cup, of which the youth drank, 
heard him thirsf^eak : 

O fdrt of the pro^htt \ hear from my 
mtxiih tht Words of the Et-EkN-AL. By 

Ihy hand Will Hfe fexftttite ftis vthgt- 
Mtty by a yottth will He x:dMbuM \M 
ihtngtft <^ tilt aged Warridi** Go, ahd 
with fii^ftt dbed^tenee-, kecMpltft thb* 
DiTirie vengeance. R%j6kre ill thfe ^ih^ 
mifBofH aiid boldly fttill^th^ b)t>W4 The* 
LofeD OP Hosts will be with tbte : H» 
will guard thine heart%ith ifbrt. In- 
tACK is the facrificc which GoD re- 

Quires from SciiiM. 

cry'd^looktiig at my ebndtl6)!d^ d hbW 
h^ltible ! i^w bla(]:fh6ftit^tis ! iHb^ t^ 
ierUfi^ ^ Mhi^lty of ih^ all ^rftcicm 
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CfeEAtoJl ! How diabolical thus to 
praSi'fe the dire works of revenge and 
murdet under th'e awful and venerable 
name of the Moit Hi6h» 

SiliM anfwcrM, ttow has my liope^ 
betn d^ceiv^d ! Oh that (he Lord of 
H6STS hid ftnjoin'd me to perform 

ibme itthievtment in ttie field of battle 
-— ibm^ ^tchievement where danget 
fro^;ttts on the brave ! Am 1 t6 ftahd 
mcAnly Ifculking behind him who fuf- 

pefts no harm: behind in hfclplefs, 
Uftarm'd old man, and thus bafely 
fiiaich his lifer Shall my fword be 
firft ftainM by ^h aAidn fo foul ?— 
My firft victory be obtain'd by trea- 
chery? TjioQ ihyfelf haft given me 
to BAtACfC, as a fecuMty for thine 
ebfervance of thi« fufptnfion of aftn^, 
and is it thud that thou fulfilled thiiia 
engagements, *Tis better to die in 
the Open field, than to conquer hj, 
fuch vile, fuch fecret treachery. 
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PuTNiEL heard him with rcfent- 
ment, and thus exclaim'd. He fins 
againft the Most High, who making, 
ufe of fmil reafon, impioufly prefumes. 
to examine whether the words I fpeak. 
ajc right ; for whoever dares la think, 
for himfelf Is unworthy of being my 
difciple. Knoweft thou not who I amJ^ 
While God has chofen roe as his pro-^ 
phet'^ while he has fanftify'd Yarmut 
for his earthly temple, wilt, thou pre- 
fumptuoufly fcruple to obey my com* 
mands,, an4 fearcb into the means by; 
which he will fulfil his purpo^. Leave: 
my prefence, thou wretch, and among: 
the idolatiers feek a prophet.. 

The youth alarm'd as if the voice of 
God. had thunder'd in his* ears haftea 
^way, fees Balack kneeling before 
W altar he bad dedicated to the fun„ 
apd dragging him to the ground, cries,^ 
The Eternal has commanded, and 
whatev-er he. commands muft he right,, 



I 
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then plungM a dagger in his bofotn. 
The old man with melancholy fault- 
Tring voice retum'd. My dear miftaken 
£elim ! Then figh^^ giving him a 
look of tendercfb pity* The bloody 
weapon droppM from Selim's tremb- 
ling hand. At the fame moment en- 
tered Semida, who had carried him off 
in his infancy, and prefented him to 
fvTViiEt. Semida, with a look of 
amazement thus exclalm'd: What O 
Sblim I haft thou done ? He who here 
lies bleeding is thy father ! O wretch^ 
thou baft given him death who gave thee 
lifel 

Se^im ftood motionlefs, as if tranf- 
fix'd by the avenging thunder, then 
fell on his murdered parent, and felt for 
the dagger, but Balack griping it faft 
kifs'd him and dy'd. The mind of 
the youth was fill'd with unutterable 
horror, and his cheeks overfpread witji 
a mortal palenefs. He figh'd: He 



Aru^kd wUb 4eatlu Hq ocpii'd, ap4 
iiis lifekfs QOipk hy, ^r h^ father's fid^ 
fpr the uihu.ip^p PuTi^LiEJU bai mi;f-4 
.^oifoA iQ bis <;up% 

With PaXiAcjj; Yar^ttt loft the 
foul of wai) apd W*. d^»th, the adbj5r 
4-cnts qf the fjalfe grppbfit cajl'd ajji^gj 
n^ent frqm. H^yei}.. Uadol" tb^ Q^oycxt 
of the ni^ht hi^ army, drejv nw tA-thr 
.i^iae4 Qity^ and tj-Aitpj^ cQrrjLipld bjr 
bribes haftily 9gen'd the gatQs. Th^f^ 
i^s Y^rmuft fiU'd. with n>Uirder« ; fpf 
•w.hqeyer refu^'d to zqknovflG^gp the 
treacherous impoftor was put tot the 
fword* Then did the hody of the 
-cru^l AjiiR AM beqame the pr^y qf the 
•dogs : with pleafurQ tbey licfe'd his 
bloojj. The fuperb tcrpplc of x\\p, fn^ 
wa? raz'd to the groped ^ ^nd thcgolit 
«n idol melted in the furi)^ce. 

We had wander'd tTiro^gli the whol» 
circle of the e^th that rifes above th^ 
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foxiflueat WAto6« Annually^the land 
^ji^$ ^pon th^ fea, which in the doep 
DQ9ei^3. of ^ earth enlarges its recep* 
^les^ 2Ui4 ca^ag upi&nd, flone, and 
grav^ l^y^ ^eoi oa the^ encrea£ng 
ih(;^rQS) whii^bt even to. me who have 
feea thi$ delightful garden of God^ 
app^ajr rkhly adorned, with flowers and 
veg^ajiks ia an infinite, variety, bc*- 
i;oiAiag this ftill youthful earth, bIooi&- 
i^g in. all th^ vjgoiwr q£ feitiUty« Hom 
i^i^tfully }$ the land vacijegat^ with 
hills jrifing with eafy flope, and non? 
^ theqa fufpaftng ia height that of 
t)^ plain in which we dwell. Tbefo 
afe tic\\ in fpring;s, wbiich gliding down^ 
watpr tl}^ ftpwpry lawn?* 

\^ii4ri? berp plftcU in the ceo^ne o£ 
^.miilmi regions, environ'd by tbrep 
pQtsnt m^archies El^m^ Aram, and 
AiTnr? where archite^ce and fculpr- 
turedifpl%y all: their (kill and grandeur, 
in temples and palaces of poliOi'd roar* 
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b\cj adorn'd with. porticQS, colonades^ 
relievos, and ftatues, P}U'amids fpread-^ 
ing their broad bafe over extenftve 
fields, rife with iblemn grandeur to the 
clouds, and terminate in a lofty -plain; 
while -flender obeliiks raife their conic 
forms high in the ambient air, beyond 
the reach of fight. Tbefe are the works 
ef the Nephaliin,a gigantic race, fprung 
from the ill-fuited marriages of Sbth's 
offspring with the daughters of Cain« 
Strangers to true dignity, no other 
grcatncfs they know, but that which 
confifts in bulk and ftature, in largenefs 
of bone, and amazing Arength. They 
have feiz'd inn"um€rable captives, whom 
they employ in toilfome labour, fweat- 
ing at the hot forges, and working for 
them HI 'the mines and quarries.— ^But 
they are <not unknown to you ; from 
Ifhe top of your native rocks ye have 
.^bferv'd them ilretch their long limb* 
on the banks of the cooling ftreams. 
Yc too have perceiv'd Thamifta'a lofty 
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tcwcrs, whofc three hundreef ^^mcdr^ 

we now found ka'gu'd to^ aflrault'wltlt^ 

boftile forec the Paradife ofGoiy)^ ^d' 

this vain expedition they are prompted*' 

by Dagon, the pretended magtciaii,* 

who promb'd thofe that engag'd in.' 

-I I* 
iki^ enterprife the favour of Adrams- 

ikECH^ the fecond in power tci SataW;' 

Skill'd in fecret arts, and jU^K% 

tricks of ftrange appearance; He de'»< 

. ceives the fight of credulous, men. He 

knows the fecret laws 6f Nature, and 

her hidclen powe#Si*flndJby his fteihihjg* 

miracles, ^ taught' hi>d by ^ AtitrKMM* 

i;ech, has gain'd fuch- ihflutnc'er^over^ 

the giants, that confidering hinv as^ th!t^ 

arbiter of fate, they have enefterf'him 

a temple at Thamifta, where :divine 

worfhip is pay'd to an imaginary btinfg > 

call'd Deftiny. This DAGotr has^peti^ 

fuaded them, that the holy therubs 

who guard with flaming fwords thit ' 

facred mountain, are only aerial fpiHtB* 

plac'd there by expert magicians, vHid > 

Vol. I, F 
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iyffl[\^crs.ohliga them (jo jfurrouail the 
49light(Vl ip9Kt tM th^y may: mfict 
igkj? np, iflU^4cr5 in tbefe hiapfqr groves: 
fci^ tbat tl^^ ipirits not beyig of tiea- 
vy^filj bi^tj^jj, nftay. ioQi^ b^ vanq^ifl|'4* 

iYP5?by ^{ tkf;>k, ipighty foi^s pf ^«r|)b 
^1^ %c^gKtk«A'4 )^y hoii^( of brafst 



.r 



[ 'J(?h^ flower i^ tbe gigiuitic race were 
ivw. «JWPP»p'i t^ tbf HPX A of Eden's 
loiy,,p^^, and their natire iurocity 
ef^m'd by t}ieir baying reoeiv/d a 
ti!»% ^ftcem'd of foi-creign virtue 
ag^ft.aU ^ powffs of magic. 
^il^hba 3Iki»ifta's i^acious walls were 
a$pMide<^ tbe people of Aiam, Elam aad 
A^, /v^ bad pour'd from aahun- 
df.^iifm ^9tfis to fee tbe march of 
tkofy eKg^d un the boaftcd enterprise 
Of to eii;ecate tbe commands of tbeic 
cb»fc\A tbou&nd pw" of elephants 
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were haraefs'<l to ^raw vaft blocks of 
fionQ prepv'd to form an eofy. sfcent 
up the Hiountainous deep. Troops of 
^ants, witk flurdy limbs, appear'd 
with axes to £ell the venerable cedsrs 
at the foot of the mountain, that ftattd 
with trunk enormous, raifing tlieir 
lately head« aboA^e alt the trees of the 
f oreft. , 

The fin-aph having feen thebegm<« 
ning of this monftrous attempt, laughs 
Ing f^id,. Shall we not hafle to inform 
4he watchers at the gate of Paradife, 
of the mighty ftxong bon'd eneoiies 
that are marching againft them, left 
t^ing att^ck'd, Wh^p? off their ^uard, 
and while tbeir fiii&Ids bang ufele& on 
the trees, they be feizM with luiufual 
terror? — Yet be in no pain for. the 
mountain or its inhabitants, while they 
are guarded by the invincible troops 
of Heaven, before whom their bones 
will mislt like. wa;s, and- ail their 

F 2 
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Srength vanifli like a vapour. Thou 
may'ft now return and rejoice with thy 
family, who want thy prefence. The 
all-difpofing hand of the Most High 
fcas provided for thee new friends, 
wwthy of thine affcftion. I muft now 
return to the empyreal Heaven, Such 
are my orders. But how am I affraid, 
that the Long-fufFcring of God will 
no longer withhold the punifhment 
due for fuch univerfal, fuch enormous 
guilt. Woe be to the people whofe 
fins . compel the fovcreign Judge to 
fliut againft them the door of grace ! 
There in the north, where Arfturus, 
crown'd with unborrowed light, illu* 
mins the mundane orbs, refrefh'd by 
its beams, was a world, in the hearts 
of whofe inhabitants God had re- 
veal'd his teftimony and implanted his 
laws. But now it no longer revolves 
round Ardlurus, its fun. The fins of 
the wretched inhabitants, fome like 
thofe at which we have griev'd, and 
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others to the men of this earth uil^ 
known, have invoIv*d them in utter 
deftrudtton. Suddenly, at the dhrio^ 
command, abla,?stng comet, apprpsich'd 
from worlds remote, and. r«ihit^ \yf 
many terraqueous gl^be^^.jyafs'jd witMn 
the fphere of Ar£turus, then fell with 
a fea of fire on the devoted orb, car- 
rying it involv'd in flames along its 
jbjccentric path. ; O Nio ah fjtoi^ tfar 
I beheld the- dreadful 'fliock, the 
wreck of the diflblving WQfld^ ^# 
heard the tremendous cra(h ^f that 
sunhappy earth, when ftrucki by the 
dre^df)4l comet,- wii^g'd wit^> the di- 
vine vengeai[ice ! Alas 1 , , equally , i>ro- 
fligate is the race g{ ma^ 'an4 iwidi 
equal crimes do they provoke the 'Qid** 

KIPOTENT ! 

Af{e£tionate was our parting as that 
of friends aUyM , by blood: I exp^fs'd 
myfclf with reverence, and he with 
apfiiable courtefy. On my paffing thro* 

F 3 
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the gate^ the {vfori that blazei ofver k 
was <4siciir'd, as was alfo the radiance 
of the angelic guard $ but having pro^ 
ceedcd to feme diftancTe^ I looking 
kack, faw th^ effulgence again break 
a^i tnd beheM tiutm bow to Ihe fu^ 
perior being, \)f whom I had been 
accompany'd. 

: VoAM ceM'd/ Bis foli»:with fix^d 
attention ftill IHIen^d, and expeAatioA 
Aill fat ih th^r attentive ^yes. Thii 
Extraordinary things they had heard af« 
fordetd flaany fubjei^s of fpecbhtion : 
but what chiefly emplo/d their thonghts 
•wtti. the unknown kindred whom pro^ 
^oua PrdVldence bad provided fee 
tfkirfittlie?. 
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virgins ! and. Oh how lovely fair ! 
Such unexpected delightful news all 
hear with tremulous joy, and Noah*& 
blood runs with frelh warmth through 
his aged veins. His countenance bright- 
ens. . Enraptur'd he kmxws the onyx, 
which at Sipha*s nuptials, Xamech 
prefented to the bride, to grace the 
feftive board. Shem and Ham now 
begin to feel an uneafy void in their 
longis^ breads* Ney/ aad filent wifli- 
es, with extevifive power, talu root and 
grow, and leave no fpace' itnfiird.. 
Love begins to flutter in every hearty 
. and e^tk h BVd wifhSiHiA's^dtughters. 
JBoth afk at once of thcii more happy 
brother, who bae feen the fair be Joves,. 
» thou&nd things of j^ n^nds,. the 
countcnajKCs, the fathaviour,, of the 
T&cgins: their ft^tuit^.tomplexifiDy and 
.the found of -fetoak voices. Long 
they continu'd to afk, and Jie to anfwex 
till the hour of mtdDight defceiadcd 
frcrm the i»auat&)Q> &n^ thfa they 
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parted, itrmiy reMv'd t<^ kkvrilketf 
tonrfoiffe bed»5 tre the •morfiitig^i^ 
peird the dottdi ^ Aigbf, which ^^ 
^, With att her chtrmty enHven'dlT 






RAPHAfii had now ftkch*<f the £fti^ 
pyremn ; for hisf flight was (wtfMr thait 
the eye darting to the diftant profpe^ftl 
Before the AlmiohtV, before thcr 
cherubim and fet'aphini, wKoie officii 
is to encompafa the throney he mad^ 
ht9 report with k rdice ab toad a^d 
Ai^odioua is the t;rttm{tett ftlver fornix 

All the mttltitudes that walk the 
earth, (aid he, have loft their innate 
re^itude 6f fout: have ffifletf tBe kind- 
ly feeds ef virtue and wiiUdifo, Wliich 
tboti, at their creation, emptantedfl th 
Ae heart. No generous inftin<9F, noife 
of the tender fcelinga of humanity re- 
main. Each fecret Orhimcrrf of' YBe 
Aoble mind is vanifli'd. Their dflP- 
'^ottrle is folly, and their works riolcnap* 

F 6 
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ikiltith . iii truth ahd yirtu0r*-in viin 
dtilrefliclAiamlj^cQnfcicnqr Jift up th^ir 
vflfeos, thpkeWi>rd5 t^ui fbiidcfs back. 
TAtfir ai'rQws arc made iliaKp for^oiur- 
der. Mean and ignoble fruitions have 
H^^kl: their hearts^ a^ the ^ime, the 
fj^i ^the qoncern due to t^e foul^ is 
laviih'doA the periihable (xxly. .Por- 
iib}e An3 have^uck • my..£g)Hr! ^ame* 
Lei^ Qns of the tidh of; more than bru- 
tal fprms :.£t)f againft nature, againil 
jE^vjeiiL— ;Ifece the angels ilarted back 
wffh^^hprror, ^as if they . fcar'd theiij 
hearing would (lain their virtuous luftre, 
a^a^ celeftial dignity. 

. Theftj from the fan^tuary of Goa 

^ VfOfce was; heaF4» My jifdgmcnt^t 

jP feraphi ihali be manifefied before 

«aU the creation, before the angels and 

t^e fouls of men : therefore did I coip^- 

mand thee to ffo to and fro on the 

,.caftl}j that thou.might'ft obferve the 

. ^^ays of tt^en and witncfs againft the^v 



I^tk^hs^ye I borne wjth tbj? fins, whick 
lh<^ V .wi th> j oft abfaorreace^ mestion'fh 
Vcil'd in; a cloud, I dcfetoded t6 tht 
earth,, and iW it defil'ti with finr^-rthc 
fouleft griofie^^ . J thea turn'd back mf 
4lice, biK r0!t^»'A:ihy:fti«rigr, : &tUJ am 
^hundred '^i^ars I. gay€ them fpr f ep^f- 
stance V bu,t ^ey have pafsfd; without 
their an^endinent*. Hardened are thej 
againft theic durty and th«ir happmefs^ 
and with ai> high hand triunKph ifl 
iheir fins, and ,rjBsvel ia th^ir ahoitiu)a> 
tiqns. But the tftito tif-grlcft i?r|x^ft, 
and I will deftroy ^lan' whom I'h^Vic 
.created : for their-flying from true l^ap- 
pinefs defeats- the benevolent deftgn of 
their creation. QnJy onq family will I 
fave, that of my faithful fervant Noah, 
who wallcs before me in the path of 
piety and . virtue. Thou Raphael 
haft feen how his foul with hunxbk fisr« 
vor, rifes to Heaven, From him ftiall 
iflue generations that Ihall re-people;th.e 
earth with better inhabit^ts. Thee. J 
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tppoim the guardUft ctf bitn and hit fit- 
siiljr, when the fountains of the dee^ 
ihall be broken up^ and the earth be di/- 
iblv'd. All the reft of AUnkind OnM 
he iixrolv'd in the general deftni&ion v 
eren the few trtio lift up dieir eyes 16 
Me, and are in love with virtue, fliaft 
die I hut I will make them known t6 
thee, that thou ma/ftfpeak comfort t^ 
dieir departing fouls, and ctedud them, 
in uiiamph to the MiseiAtf, the fon of 
My love* Now fly round the empy- 
^um,. and to the boft of Heaven,, and 
•all the ble&'d proclaim the day when 
Joftice ihall awiAie, and go forth to pu* 
ni(h: proclaim that^fevere as my judge* 
ments are, they fhall procure good to* 
•man* 

With awful reverence the angela 
heard the divine voice, and joyfully ce* 
kbrated the clemency which, in the 
univerfal deftrudbon^ meditated mercy 
tod |race to man* 



BookIII. }t O a ff. lit 

Rafhabi/ thmi &My © Thoti Cre- 
ator of the rtv4Aifisff^ funs and all thmr 
planets^ virhawitfa Thine e(emal inuid 
guides the reins that rcgotaitt their 
ccmrfes! what artt the angels, the fouls, 
ol pdous raen^ and tAI the baft of 
.Heaven^, that Thou.fiioii^'ft reveal tx> 
tfeemr the ways of Thy judgments i H«8.^ 
wctexcvLtt within* ihQ widedfcleof ere* 
stion the pre:&iinption to judge betweta 
the LoR^ of Nature it^ his* wdrk< ^ 
Wh«t Thou doft h ever moft ri^Hy, 
fittcfty bcft. Far fircto- Thee is 21U error;, 
far all imperfe&toii aitid foIty4 Ear)^^ 
.er late Thbu aceompliflieft i^l Thy pur- 
^fes^ Thee nothing can withftand^ 
:Thou ruleft over all, the tuiiverfal 
GoD>, and fee{t„ wkh equal eye^ heaps. 
: of bufy aoU and aaftions perifli y for 
..weigheid 10 thy balance^ the ftars arj9 as^ 
light as the pluninlge OA the wings a£ 
the roofth^ 
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Raphael no.w nepair'd {to that part 
of the Empyreum, where, grateful to 
God, flood the altar of the earth : 
Adam the prieft. There rich petfttmes 
that grow in the celeftial paradife were, 
on that altar, daily offer'd, and fpread 
fa<^red exhalations, which, as they rofe, 
were mingled with holy orifoas,. and 
renew'd petitions^ that the EteIinal 
would haften theday of falvation. Around 
Abam were all his h:q>py defcendants, 
circle within circle, who arrayed in 
cdeAial light, join'd his petitions, white 
their bodies lay corrupted in the duft. 
But Enoch ftood next to the father of 
men, ftill cloath'd wkh the body he 
brought from earth, when Eloa in hit 
flaming chariot conduced him to Hea- 
ven J but firft bedew'ci his torreftrial 
frame with water from the brook of 
life, and pour'd on him immortal radi- 
ance to prevent his earthly tabernacle 
being confum'd by the fplendid vehicle. 
The fouls of the blefs'd were affiled 
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at heal ing of the general wickcdnefs "of 
mankind ^ ai>d \^hen Raphael menti- 
oned the awful ;day, when the earths 
0iould be overflow'd, grief appear'd ia 
Heaven, and th^ir countenances were 
>yraptin forrow; but joy fopn retum'd, 
and chas'd away the cloudy of grief, on 
their hearing that Noah was to be the 
root, from whence new and. more, yiiju- 
ous gencraticYis fliould ih(«)t^^d fprea4 
their branches over the e^tjj.. rTl^ey 
then prais'd in lofty drains the grace of 
the Most High, who tempos juftice 
with mercy, a|id in wounding heals^ 
while Noah^s enraptur'd father rcfblv'd 
to defcend to the earth, to fee the delu- 
verance of his happy fon, £b .highly fa« 
vour'd of Heaven. 

* I 

% 

, In the mean time night fled,: and .the 
blufliing mornad vanciijig from her ps^vili-r 
on In the eaft, cover'd the fummits of thif 
mountains with am^ntteof glc^mg re4 
inwrought with gold^ wheaNoAH>foi>* 
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who had • pafs'd the night in pleafing 
wakefulnefs) ftarted from their beds, 
Irefs'd tbemfelvts in decent attire, and 
^gerly fought the narrow path leading 
to Sipha's manflon in the Aiperior re- 
gion of j^aradife, jonufing the tittie with 
|>Ieafing converfe. 

Ham firft broke f^lenc<^. In our f&- 
^uefter^d vale, fatd he, I eaJily lu^- 
prtftTd my d^fire of feeing the boafted 
ifitoikt 6f human ikill ^ for thote of the 
grm CkSAtok ^fFc^rd rutttient gratift- 
catioh id tire tfhdft ardent euriofity, in 
the tfonftt^Aito of the fphere^, the 
fhifks of <he ttio6tiy the revblutic>n§ of 
fbe ftart , and the golAta ^6nes of the 
heavens : or in the pleadng inveftigation 
of time and fpace ; of thingis eternal, 
ifid the impu^ of the human will i or 
With thee, jAi^HEtir, in (nfp^<J^liig the 

l>^afts and birds,' form^i by flcill inimi- 
table antf <Hvine,. Eafy 15 it to conquer 
the dcfire of feeihg the works of mcdj, 
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when all the boafted flcill ofhtimat^ 
irt, compar'd with thofe of the great 
CkFATOR, rmift appear contemptible: 
. but nefcr coiiW I fUb^ue my ardent 
wifbei to fee one of the fair female forrii 
the rtiafter-piecc of the divine hand^ 
'that completed the creation, and with»- 
Dut whom Adam, amrdft the multitude 
-of fiibjcA ' citataitd, thought him^ 
fetfaJohe. Osxt ttkotHet ui'i to fiy^ 
that all beaotjr was tinitcd in Eite ; bt»t 
the Itilhe of h«r eyes, and the tiibits bf 
her l6ve-lnfpirlflg lips were particulariy 
charming, and gave peculiar pleifiifb 
to AdaM, wJiile, whenever they ojSeh- 
ed, hei- voice filled with love irid idmi- 
ration all wh6 heard her fpeak. Sure* 
ly female beauty tnuft pofTefs invincible 
arms, thus to fubdue the thoughtful 
gravity, and fuperior ijatelj^ bf mirt. 
We ^11 'kftow what w6es the fofts 6t 
AbA^I have fuffer'd for liftenirtg tO tli- 
fnaleientimehts: yet I liopc to view 
this creature fofair, fo lovely, and yel 
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preferve my n^ivc dignity. The fame 
hopes I juftly entertain of you, and per- 
fuade myfelf that all the luftre of exter- 
nal charms^ can never atlare us to quit 
the path of wif4Qm and of duty ', for 
ibould they make an ignoble ufe o( 
their attractions^ I'll cpnlbat them with 
jrigid virtue. Thou, Japheth,. haft 
icen thc^m : thou haft ^ready fac'd tbr 
danger : l>ut is it b v^ry great ? Are 
their attra(9:ives i^reiiitablj^ 7 Do they 
iiirpaik inwhiteQels the plumage of the 
fwan ? or in luftre the neck of the 
dove ? or are their colours more various 
tj^an thofc of the. dewy drop refraSing 
the folar ray ? Thine eyes have alread]^ 
feaftfd on the deliciousr fight of thefe 
^blooming virgins, help ifs then to anti- 
xripate the pleafure to which . wc are 
haftening, and fear not to tire us by the 
repetition. Oh J feel the fparks ot 
love kindling; in my bofom^, and fbon 
will they burft out into a blazing flame^ 
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Dear brother! anrwerM Japubthi 
hard is it to defcribe, by any refetn- 
blan'ce, thefe fair damiels, to one who 
bas never feen the blooming charms of 
female beauty. They are a kind of 
middle beings between young men ;uid 
angels. Balmy deep is lefs foft than 
their deportment, nor is the cooling 
fhade fo pleafing as the mild luftre of 
their eyes. ;Their words are mufic. 
Gentle modefty fits in their counte- 
nances, and grace in every gefture. 
But how great is the misfortune, when 
a viciouj foul dwells ip, a habitation 
adorn'd with fuch an flbaven of beauty ! 
Such a woman may afiault the virtue 
of man with weapons no fooner feen 
than viiSlorious. , Thefe virgins who 
are as virtuous as fair, I faw and heard 
)f ith tranfport. ; Neve^r. before \jras my 
heart fenfihle of fuch fweet ^ motions ; 
not even when gathering cocoas on the 
caft fide of the mountain, the night 
overtook me within fight of the gate 
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^«r eaA»^ boonda^^ where ftood a 
gmtcdof aiageHil\Q^ng witk celeftial'iui^ 
tre. Fvom ^i tcnineife^ eo¥er'd wkh 
tuffecd trees I £iw them pala ta and fto 
in thft fauBvaAfonrn.; for a divine power 
bad opeo'd iD}^ eye& Their mouths ha4 
beaverbly attradicins^ a celeilial ra- 
diance, beamed apoui>d tlietn;. dignkf 
a<tid g^iac&^iie in att «hek ^^tionsv 
RevereiKje^ wonder ftfidaplftcid Jove; 
without tuHHilt^ fiB'd my foul: but 
with fiir lefs tranquH% I beheid the 
terreftrial damfels, and on my taking 
one of the fair virgins by the hand, a 
tender pfekfuig disorder thrill'd dirough 
my veins, with fuch a deKghtftil fen-» 
fat ion, that in thefweet tranfport I figh'rf. 
Still the dear impreflion remains^, and, 
though dbfi?nt, the lovely ifnage of ^ 
fweet maid is prefi&nt;^ to my fight. It 
vifits me too m the hours Of mMnight 
ileep. She I firft faw is like a rofG-lm4 
iiot fully open'd,. a?nd batf difclofing its 
"beauteoii^ bloom* Let her be mine. 
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and each o/ you chufe one of the 

others, two rofes more fully blown* 

Qj^ ta^ of ftature, with fine large eyes^ 

and a(pe^ devoiat and grave, holds her 

head on high» and walks flow with 

ftately ftep, zu4 port celeftiah Thy 

virtues, Sh^m, are to be read in her.. 

Xhe other not fo tall is delicately 

form'd, a thoufand graces attend on her 

with gentle foftnefs, ready obedience, 

and timid benevolence : thefe attra<3: 

the heart more than con&ious fuperio- 

rity. Let me tell thee, my dear Ham, 

there can be no wifdom in refitting hec 

charn^s. May thefe two, O my bro- 

thers 1 be your choice, and your hearts 

be ihut againft the third. What diftrefs 

would feize my diftia^led mind, fhould 

another choofe the lovely flower that 

has difFus'd through my veins the fweet- 

eftpain ! 

O my brethren, returned Shem, I 
fee, I feel the power of love : that for.- 
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ini'dabfe padion has taken poffeflion of 
x)url>ofoms :* but let iUs tkke Courage; 
lov6 in noble mindsis a divine prefent. 
When Gob created the Immortal foul 
to govern the body, he endu'd it with 
warm propenfities to the kindly afFec- 
fions, to gratitude, friendftiip and com- 
paflion, to fympathy and to love, the 
CREAToR^sfweeteft gift^ and to the fe 
he added, a delight in order, harmony, 
heauty: — in beauty join'd with virtue, 
without which noiie are truly fair. This 
moral fenfe was planted deep in the 
bofom of Adam, by the original author 
of all that is lovely, who for its gratifi- 
cation, moulded with his own hand the 
fair form of Eve, -adorning her, with 
_ juft proportions, and all the perfefljons 
of earthly beauty, and to Adam brought 
the new formed angelic maid, the. mo- 
ther of men. The fame fenfatlons of 
harmony and beauty has the. Most 
High implanted in our bofoms, and 
Vis He who brings us to Sipha's daugh- 



BookIII. NOAH. ia» . r^' 

ters, form'd for us, as Eve for Adam. 
]i/ong already have we felt fomething 
like the emotions of love; long have we 
felt unaccountable delires after another 
(clfy without knowing that for us ano« 
tber felf was form'd. Oft have we 
breath'd a gentle prayer, in fighs to 
Hcav'n; oft caft up a foft wifli, for a 
light of fome fair form inhabited by a 
fcllow-mind. Oft too, in our midnight 
dreams, our arms, felf-taught, have 
1)ecn ftrctch'd forth to embrace an un- 
fubftantial fhadow. But now thefe falfe 
elufions (hall ceafe, and the viflonary 
phantoms that fo lorig have fill'd with 
warm emotions our longing breads, 
Ihall give place to fweet realities, to 
tender human forms. We now know 
the place of thdr abode, and as the 
fame Providence which fmiles on us, 
fmiles on them, they doubtlefs, are im- 
prefe'd by nature with correfpondin* 
paffions, and feel the love we feel for 
them. This I the rather hope, as our 

G 
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all-g^cious Prcferver hw plac'd them 
,fb. ficar in this garden of innocence, and 
^has opened to Japhbth, aivay to their 
dwelling. Happier than we, he has 
feen female beauty in three forms, and 
has even touch'd the fair for whom, 
unknown, his hearf has k)ng figh'd in 
iecret. Soon will he ihew to us the 
ie^X objefls we fo leng have wifli'd to 
fee : the lovely maids for whom he has^ 
laia'd fuch ardent deilres in our flutter^ 
il^g bofoms. The God of Lamech 
and of Noah is unwilling that our 
lives ibould pafs in lonely hours and 
fleril celibacy, and thus their race be- 
come extinguilh'd. No, it fhall endure 
— it fliftlj fee the day of falvation, the 
glories of the incarnate Redeemer* 
As a pledge of this, Sipha'^ three 
daughters are to be our brides. Fear 
not then, O Japheth, that another 
will defire thy chofen damfel : thine 
heart . is her conqueft — ours flialL be 
conquered by the others. The fame 
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^arms do not equally afFe6): all : for 
Oo0 has given to each mind an inftinc-^ 
tive bent ; a taft^ to difcera among va*> 
rious b^uttes tbofe of the mind and 
perfon neareft ally'd to itfelf. Let us 
then with eager fteps hafte to pafs the 
way that lies bptween us, and the obr 
je£ts of our love. My heart exults--^ 
joy and hope dance in my veins, pre-» 
f^ging golden days. . 

They now with redoubled ardour 
prefs'd forward through the flowery 
wild ) but the flowery wild could not 
attrad their ga^e; nor the fragrant 
iftoezt. loaded with the odours exhal'd 
from the fpicy groves, relax their fpeed. 
Soon to their joyful eyes appear'd Si- 
pha's pendant bowers. They enter 
the outer court, and fee the blooming 
lifters in the lofty pavilion, bufy'd, by 
Sipha's command, in laying in neat 
halkcts form'd of flexible rufhes, ftufi^s 
made of the finefl: wooL 

G 2 
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Before the riFing light was fpread 
abroad, their father went to the folemn 
grove where the Most HiOHhad pafs'd 
fentence on fallen man, and alleviated 
its feverity by the gracious promife of a 
Redeemer from fin. There, according to 
his vow, he offer'd a yearling fteer, the 
faireft of the herd. 

The daughters faw tbe brothers ad- 
vance, and with bafhful modefty, yet 
without ^fear, waited their approach, 
joined arm .in arm, a graceful band. 
Their eyes fpoke curlofity and mild 
emotion, chafte and pure, unmix'd with 
wild untamM defire. The youths gaz'd 
with infattate looks, while all their 
fouls feem'd colle&ed in their eyes. 
They imagin'd they now firft beheld 
the bright creation, and that all they 
had feen before was only a gloomy twi- 
light. So one to whom native blindnefs 
had unhappily (hut the gates of know*- 
ledge, {lands enraptur'd when the im*- 
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peding film being remqv'd from his 
aftontih'd eyes, he with extatlc rapture 
Xuddcnly finds himfelf in a new. world 
of wonders : amaz*d at the light, 
amaz'd at the forms and colours'of the 
furrounding objeds, he is loft in fweet- 
ttt tranfpert. Thus ftood the youths 
ftruck by the charms of blooming beau- 
ty, their hearts beating with emotions 
loo ftrong for uttei:ance. Japheth 
was iilent too, though his thoughts 
were lefs tumultous. He attentively ob« 
ferves Kerenhapuch, and his brothers 
whofe roving eyes no longer (hoot de- 
fultory glances : each fixM to one ob- 
jed, no feature,^ no attitude efcapes ex* 
amination : but though the tongue is 
fpeechlefs, the mind is not filent, it 
fpeaks in the love-enliven'd counte* 
nance, iaipercq;>tibly it communicatei 
its fentiments^to the objed on wjhom it 
is fix'd, and Ais infenfibly inclin'd ea^h 
c( the Afters to him who was form'd to 
be the objeft of her affedions, and 

G3 
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and wifh*d for her as his appointed 
fpoufe. Japheth could now n6 
longer keep fiknce, but turning to h\$ 
brethrenj faid, 

' I am not furprhM, O my brothers^ 
ttat ye thus gaze with fpeechkfs won- 
der. Senfations like ours iare above all 
txpreffion, and Words Can but feebl'^ 
fconvey <iur meaning. Much fooher 
Jpeaks the eye cnlivenM by ifce ardent 
foul. Yet let us venture tO' make ufe 
of words, that we liiay with pleafure 
hear them anfwer. ' Ye know hot yet 
how fweet their fpeech. From' their 
Jovely lips proceed thc^melody of well*. 
tunM harps. 

Not unjulHy faidHAM, Were we eat^ 
ly Warn'd to hcv^te of -vt^man, dft 
why th?s beating heart, this fluttering: 
in our panting boToms/ thefe plcafinj^ 
tranfports at the fight of ftmiile beauty^ 
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while our feet and tongue are chainM 
by an enchanted band, knit by nature 
with fecret art ? Our minds too* weak 
to bear the burthen of our joy, firik, 
overwhelmM and loft in thei fweeteft 
pleafure. But I feel my tongue break 
the potent charmed band, fnC^ to the 
gaze of magfc beauty : yet ftfllen- 
chain'd by ravifliing aftonifhnlenti tht? 
radiant morn and purple evening will 
Ji6 more attract my wonder. ' Virtlie 
muft fure refide where all thofe beautie^ 
dwell : for fliould evlf 'inl^ablt fiich 
lovely manfions, goodnefs * would Be 
tempted to become her aflbcikte. *^ ' 

Shem, his elder brothet*,' anlWer^d, 
Doutt not Ham, that fuch beauty dif- 
dains to dwell with vice. The-pompi 
ef fuch heavenly forms, Nature ctjiildf 
hot envioully ordain for the 'kbode b^ 
falfliood. To native beauty, ever Woflf 
valu'd, Nature has beftow*d hei*^ ftaf 

G 4 



128 N O A H. BookIII. 

of goodnefs, that it may juftly attra6l 
define. This foil cloth'd with verdure, 
the fruit covcr'd with her gay enamel, 
the limpid brook fo delicious to the 
thirfty, lip, the pomp of the living crea- 
tion) are but teftimonies of their good- 
nefs. Goodnefs is join'd to truth, and 
with them reigns beauty. Wherei vir- 
tue if not found, it is not beauty but 
paint, which though of the fineft co- 
lours,, will vanifh with the embrace. 
But the teftimonies of faireft minds 
fliine through the bloom of colour, and 
doubly grace the harmonious form. O 
join with me, my brothers, in offering 
praifes to^heExERNAL, fortheaccom- 
plKhment of. hisproraifes, by leading 
us to this garden of innocence, whercr 
all the winning graces of Eve are re- 
viy'dy andfhine in thefe three bright 
mjodels unfullyM by guilt ; unacquaint- 
ed with, the guileful arts praflis'd by the 
cnfnaj-ing da\|ghters of earth. Wjith 
pureft virtue are Sipua's daughters 
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graced, and he, fiU'd with joy, will 
with us repair to Noah's dwelling, 
and with him bring thefe fair virgins, 
no lefs adorn'd with virtue than with 
beauty. . 

Sweet is the found of thy voice^ faid 
Deborah, and ftill fweeter thy dif- 
courfe. Like thee Mehitabel often 
talk'd. The crown of all that's fair, 
ihe us'd to fay, is reditude of foul, 
when the ftream of beauty riies from 
that of virtue. And furely neither the* 
dew-befprinkled land in fpring, tljp 
beaming eyeof Hefpenis, nor the morn« 
ing clouds ftreak'd With gold, appear 
fo graceful as the friendfhip of the vir« 
tuous, the love of brothers, the magna- 
nimity of the man who dares to diftin- 
guifli himfelf by his piety and integri- 
ty, when piety and integrity are exr 
pos'd to public fcorn.- Nor can any 
thjng' be fo charming as the exalted 
tranquility ^of a retir'd life, where 
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Peace x)*€r all our ftcps wiaves her ever- 
vcrdaat olivet where innocence and 
Jove divine fpread their filver wings 
ever the placid hours. Thus ferene 
have we liv'd in thefe bleCs'd fields, the 
abode of innocence. We hope this our 
new acquaintance with the fons of 
Noah and Sipha's fifter will pour a- 
round us t^e ferene luftre of cordial 
amity. Should not our father*s friend- 
-Ihip flow forth on his fifter's fons^ and 
^ur mother's love warm the hearts oC 
her daughters ? We falute you then, 
as our father's invited friends. Enter 
^ our dwellings and take a little reft, till 
he returns from his morning facrificc^ 
"and then we will attend him and yoa 
down the hill. 

On receiving this agreeable invita^^ 
tion^ they immediately enter'd under 
Sipha's roof, where each fingled out 
the choice of his heart. Deborah at- 
tra£kd Shim's regard i thb thoughts of 



Ham were oenter'd hi'THAMiaL> and 

Japheth addre&'d the blbomiag ^ I&i(4 

JUNHAPUCH. .: . ) 






SiPHA txm Tcturomgiy ; b^dit rl})^ 
pleafiag fotne;; a ; youtliftil Mardouy 
rii&'d thi-oagh his veins^.and he^ few 
into their ariii% while tears of p^. bc^ 
dew'd his venenible checks^ Having 
faliited eachy and welcomed them, to hi* 
abode, he ftood vieiv'ing jd^em witb at-i' 
lentJve eye^ and then cry'd^^.Xhjree diff 
linguifh'd ptrfeaiiOfns ofNbAH's Blobnii' 
ing years, I now with- joy b^old ib 
you, his fons ; in Shbm his placid gra- 
vity ; in Ham his open counte- 
nance ^ and in Jafheth the fubdjoie 
kilarity of his- mind. What a ibufce.df 
delight ^ it for th^ worthy father thiis^ 
to fe^ his tem^, his Planners, his* re^ 
iemblance in you, deicending dirbugh 
a^s yet in the womb of time, to innu^- 
merable founders of ftatesandnatbo),. 
iiFhom bit revexend name may ^infpisjs^ 
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widi ^ft resolution not to deviate from 
the path of tiieir pious progenitor ! 
Once in a father's hopes I alfo rejoic'd, 
when around my table fat fifty engaging 
yoQthi,'aIt bom of one modief, train'd 
to evtry i virtue, and to every n:ianly 
accomplifliment ; but in one night — 
one dreadful night, all my hopes were 
blafted, and iny dear fons by one horrid 
a£t deprived of the light. Now no male 
iftie, myireprefipntativies, the worihip- 
pers of the, true Gal]t, whom I ferve, 
ihall future iKges fc;^ while my bones 
ilee|J in the grave. 

-: Still to thee, reply*d Shem, remains 
afpring of gladdening hope. Thou haft 
daughters^ wonder^ of fem^e virtue. 
Heaven's choiceft gifts fMre theirjs, geiv- 
tlfinei^ and purity, noblenefa of. mind, 
with wifdom, man's boafted preroga- 
-tivc. This ; garland, compos'd of the 
Iweeteft flowers ofParadife, we boldly 
4iiod round our wiihing heiurts^b^feech- 
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4ng Heaven to grant us thefe loveljr 
gifts : the bright aflemblage of virtues 
we now difcover in thine angeh'c daugh« 
tersj united with all the luftre of beau- 
ty. They ihall bring forth worthy fa- 
thers of nations, who from them fhall 
derive the feeds of permanent virtue. 
Never (liall thy daughters be low in our 
efkem : for what can more exalt the 
dignity of female fan£tity, than its be- 
ing honour'd by God himfelf, who 
from bis blefs'd throne will fend down 
,into a virgin's womb, his only begotten 
Son to redeem mankind from fin. May 
this honour be conferr'd on one of thy 
lovely daughters ! from this hope, ^f 
all hopes the nobleft, thou art hot . ex- 
cluded. 

Sh£m's words funk deep in Sipha's 
mind, filling him with hope-kindled 
light and joy. He anfwerM chearful. 
Thy words, O my fon ! areanfwerable 
to the devout compofure of thy coun- 
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tenancC) and thy fix'd confidence in the 
Savioua of the world* My heart 
Aow bids me haften to the holy maa 
thy father, from whom thou deriveft 
thine happy fentimcnts i my dear and 
foithfiil friend, who by loving me, ren* 
der'd me worthier of his love. My 
eyes long to dwell on that face, which 
during many afflidive years they havt; 
ceasM to behold. 

All now join'd to affift in placing: 
bafkets of curious fluffs on a camel^ 
which, docile, kneel'd to receive the 
burden ; while the , dam&ls flood in> 
their travelling garb ready for the jour- 
iiey. Then Sipha taking his fla^ 
made a fign to Japhbth to lead die 
band, and he to the well-known -coua- 
Iry joyfully b^an his^ way.^ 
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The Argument. 

Noah and Milcah anticips^e the 
joy they exped to receive from the con- 
verfation of Sipha and his daughters. 
Noah goes to meet them, but in a grove 
where he ofFer'd his daily prayers l^ears 
the voice of the Lord, which informs 
him of the approaching flood ', on which 
he in vain intercedes for man. The 
meeting of Noah and Sipha, Milcah 
and the virgins . Deborah relates her 
Inother's hiftory. A ^onverfation be- 
tween Noah and Sipha, in which he 
. at laft reveals to his friend the fentencc 
pafs'd on* man. Noah's fons come to 
aflc their father's and Sipha's confentto 
their marrying the three virgins, which 
is granted, and immediately performed. 
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OAH and Milcah anticipated th^ 
joys that awaited them in the rap- 
turous embrace of Sipha and his cour** 
teous daughters. With wNtt grate- 
ful afpirations, faid Milcah, does my 
foul rife to God, who has fo gracioufly 
remember'd me, in giving, in the room 
of my fifter Mehitabel, a threefold 
comfort. With you, my foft compa- 
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nions, I fliall no longer want female 
fociety. Daily 'will I aflc you, and 
daily (hall I hear, how the years con- 
fecrated to love and maternal tendernefs 
pafs'd over Mehitabel's head : how 
the hours, fmooth-pac'd, or with heavy 
foot, fucceeded each other; and how 
her foul plum'd its wings, when the 
angel of death approach'd her bed» 
Soon fhall I again enjoy the dear plea^ 
fure of giving inftru£tion to infant in^ 
nocence. O my love ! thou canft not 
imagine the fweet delight that thrills 
through a mother's heart, when the fir(t 
form$ the tender foul, and moulds the 
duftile mind into the fair form of vir- 

r 

tuc : for thefe virgins are furely deftin'dl 
for my fons ; their children fhaU I fold 
In my arms^ and delighted place on my 

lap. '' ' ; . 

- ' r • 

Noah with equal gratitude return*J, 
O MiLCAH we cannot better praife the 
divine bounty, which by ways of us^ 
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fathomable wifdom promotes our feli- 
city, than by indulging our grateful 
joy in its full extents That which 
fw^ells my bread' is above all expreffion, 
as are the benefits to be produced by 
the diftant hand of Providence, more 
cxtenfive, than our moft towVing wifli* 
cs; Soon fhall my eyes behold the fac^ 
of SipHa, who polfefles th« moft finccre 
and catidid mind that ever inform'd^the 
humah frame. He who has been dts 
ny'd to my wiOies and my hopes, tht 
Almighty brings uncxpeftcd to my 
arms. His pitfei^ce will fpread a luftre 
around tne, likethe fplendor of an angel : 
his vktuc6 win regale me With friend- 
fhip's choiceft fruits: his converfation 
enlighten ffiy underftanding) and h!$ 
ii{»{>robation improve mydifcourfe. Of-* 
ten hkve^ I learM that in this Iblttud^ 
my mental faculties would ruft, and mf 
xde^ and Sentiments take af wtong bent. 
6^ now the ardor of rendering them 
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worthy of his car will give thcip grace 
and fublimity, while friendihip will 
heighten the pleafure of their culture. 
On Perat's umbrageous banks the even- 
ing has oft approach'd, while in friend* 
]y debate, we inveftigated the deepeft 
truths : for in the fweet intercourfe of 
minds truth is often founds when in fo« 
litary fpeculation we feek her in vain. 
in the prefence of a friend, while our 
thoughts rife with pleafure to our lips^ 
new profpei^ open on the mind. - But 
SxPHA cannot be far diftant, I will meet 
him, and haften the happy hours. . 

. Noah arofe, and with fteps quick- 
en'd by frieadfbip, left his dwelling, 
paffing into a grove of paliBs, by th^ 
altar before which he us'd toqfier up 
his daily orifons.: There tie l^rd the 
voice of thp LrORD, who . was wall^ing 
among the trees, while a cloud, bor- 
der'4 by effulgent radiance, veil'd th^ 
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glory of the prefent Dbity. Noah 
iaw him not, but heard the awful voice 
.which thus fpake. 

Noah, thou, accompany'd by Ra- 
phael, haft feen the ways of men^ 
That race has fallen into the depths of 
iniquity : they whom I created for ex- 
acted piety, bow the knee to gold, to 
images, the fenfelefs work of their own 
hands. Some have even plac'd their 
hope in Orchus, and, againft me have 
made a covenant with Satan. They 
pay honour to Fate, which, without me 
is nothing. Their fouls funk and defil'd 
by the filth of the fleih, can no longer 
rife; but are bow*d down to the ferviceof 
iin. Naked to my view ftands the wick- 
ednefs of mankind. Lpng have I borne 
.with their abominations ; but their day 
of grace is paft -, an overwhelming flood 
ihall cover the earth, and all that walk 
upon it, or fkim the air, iliaU die. 
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No AH . «t 1^ wrath of the incens'd 
Omnipoten*? turn'd pale: the feftufe 
Joy which had brightened bis- counte-*- 
* nance vanifli'd, and univerfal defolation 
appear'd before him : bis ftrength then 
forfook hio), and fainting he fell to the 
ground, ovcrpoweifd^by his compaifion 
for mankind ^liis bmthren ? but the 
Almighty renewing hi$ ftrength, he 
arofe, and in humble accents thus im- 
plor'd the righteous Judge. 

rO Lonty nly Go]6 ! when Thou fit*^ 
■ teft on Thy throne of judgment, what 
man can' pf^fume to'ftand before*Thee ! 
. His fkireft adlions are fully 'd by Vanity 
and folly. He is duft, Thou haft fdrm*d 
him of the earth, and to his kindred 
earth are attached all his deftres. At the 
breath of Thine anger he withers and is 
gone. But Thou, O Thou MbsT 
Gracious ! haft no pleafure -in the 
death of the fmner : Thou rejoiceft in 
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mercy. B^t if by one ftroke Thou ex- 
terminate the race of man, with what 
malice will Satan and allHell rejoice.? 
Will they not, with flanderous blaf- 
phemy, charge Thee with being au- 
ftere, and delighting in the deftru£tion 
of Thy creatures fo lately form'd ? But 
O Most Gracious ! if on the peopled 
earth are found a thoufand righteous 
perfons — righteous as human frailty will 
permit, who with fome ftains of guilt, 
love and honour virtue, wilt Thou not 
for their fake^ fpare the reft ? But bow 
many thoufands of ""thoufands are there 
now of thofe who, incapable of iin, 
hang at their mother's breafts I Wik 
Thou then deftroy the innocent with 
the guilty ? No, this be far from Thee j 
iet Thy grace then triumph. over Thy 
deflroying anger, and Thy mercy ftill 

fpare mankind But forgive, O my 

CUfe ATOR and my God ! the prefump- 
tion of Thy fervant, who has darM to 
plead before Thee. 
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His boldnefs difpleas'd not the Al- 
mighty, who thus rcpljr'd, Long has 
My patience forborne chaftifement— * 
long have I ca^l'd on them to repent; 
-but their necks are iron, and their hearts 
girt with braft. They mock at My 
mercy, and jafticc requires that I ihould 
fend forth Deftruftion on man; but 
from thine houfe he (hall withhold his 
hand : thee new generations ihall fa* 
lute as their father, and (hall poflefs the 
«arth that ihall emerge from the over- 
fpreading deluge. In an enclosed garden 
I have prcferv'd Mehitabel'S daugh- 
ters, the deftin'd brides of thy fons, and 
the mothers of innumerable nations. 
With thee will I fave beafts and birds 
of every kind, that in the future eartlDt 
man may want no convenience or pro- 
per gratification,. Raphael (hall bring 
thee the model of a ftrudure form'd 
with its feveral partitions. From '«this 
thou (halt build an ark that (hall float 
in the waters, and carry thee and thy 
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family over the floods. It (hall rule 
over the waves: for I haveorduin'd that 
it {hall proteft thee from the ftorm. 
Take no care for the fmall number of 
the righteous : I fee them fhine amidft 
the darknefs of the wicked : I behold 
their virtues, and am their God. lam al- 
fotheGoD trfthc innocents who are yet 
finable to diftinguifh between good and 
evil. Be not thou afflicted at thtir fe- 
paration from their new-form *d bodies : 
this is to them a difpenfation of the 
greateft mercy 4 they (hall he delivered 
from all the fnares and guilt of an aban- 
don'd world, and more pleafing pibf- 
pedls than that can afford (hall open to 
their view. Mean >vhile celebrate the 
inarriage of thy fons, then repair ta 
Thamifta, and with a loud voice call 
Cnners to repentance ; for repentance 
and humble prayer fliall blot out their 
fins, and all who return to me, and 
i-mplore my mercy, I will pardon. 
Vol. I. H 



146 NX) AH. Book IV. 

Thus did the Lord condefcend to 
converfe with man ; but new the cl^ud 
of the divine glory, the fign of the At- 
MIOHTy's awful prefence difappcar'd. 
Wh^t a tumult of new ideas ru0i'd in 
fwift fucccffion on Noah's mind ! wrapt 
iu ft ma^ of tliought he flood in.mu- 
iiiXg attitude, .with his bead inclin'd 
over his fcdded arms, when the voice 
of joy awak'd him from his revery. 
Lifting up his eyes he fees Sipha ! both 
extend tbcir arms, fly into each others 
embrace, and mingle tears of joy.. 

M^LCAH from her chamber obferv'd 
the joyful meeting : her eyes undim*d 
^Y ^S^i ^t ^ Aill greater diftance be* 
beld the happy daughters. Returning 
^omh now animated her nerves ; flie 
haften'd to welcome 4he amiable dam« 
&ls, and was already in their arms, be- 
(cae Noah and Sipha ceas'd tlieir im- 
paffion'd embrace. MiI/CAH having 
tenderly carefs'd the lovely damfelS) 
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faluted SiPHA, with all the wftrmth of 
m iiftcr's love, while her delighted fons 
fympathiz'd in the afFeding fccne. 
Silence ftill reign'd. Yet their fouls 
wanted not eloquence ; for in every 
look, in every embrace the ardour of 
the cnraptur'd mind was feen. This 
heart-felt language was fincere, con- 
cife and intelligible. Now the pleaf- 
ing ferment in their tender fenfations 
being a little fubfided, they open'd 
their lips to offer up grateful praife to 
that gracious Being who had thus 
brought them together j then Noah 
conducted them under his roof, while 
the brothers eas'd the camel of his va- 
luable burthen. 

MiLCAH retir'd with the blooming 

virgins to her apartment in the upper 

part of the houfe, where having wafli'd 

their fedt, and given them a fliort re- 

paft, fhe feated herfelf by them, and 

with a look of complacency faid : How 

H 2, 
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fiiyfterious are the fecret difpofals of 
Providence, which, unknown to me, 
appointed Mehitabel's dweUing fo 
aear 1 Of what pleafure have I been de^ 
priv'd ! the fweet, the tender converfe 
of a fifter; her kind female advice, 
berai&ftance in a hundred little offices 
of domcftic life : yet your endearing 
words will afFord fome alleviation of 
her lofs. Tell me then, how her 
downy days, confecrated to love and 
maternal afFe£lion, glided away with 
gentle pac£, and how her foul plum*d 
its afpiring pinions, when the angel of 
death approach'd her bed. The flight- 
eft circumftance will here be pleafing. 

Deborah c6l«iply'd with this kind 
requeft, and thus began : Through the 
grace of the Most High, we have en- 
joy'd our bleft folitude in the midft of 
every comfort, while corroding care 
was banifh'd, and no diftrefs permitted 
to invade our minds. Thus on this 
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blooming mountain my mother's guilt- ' 
kfs days were interwovep witlf undif- 
turb'd repofe. When ihe affifted Sipha, 
the fhrubs and flowers that luxurhmt 
rofe demanding fupport or pruning, re-i 
quir'd no painful labour, but was an 
healthful amufement^ that added vi« 
gour to the foul. Then Sipha open'* 
before her the book of knowledge, and 
pour'd into her heart the fublime de« 
{ights of fcience. Leading her by the 
hand through a grove of palms, he 
informed her that in the infancy of the 
world this Paradife was the dwelling of 
the firft inhabitants of the earth ; two 
of which, of each fpecies, were only 
ibrmM ; but gradually multiply'd. 
From a clofe infpe^lbn of the moun- 
tain from its bafe to its fummit, he per- 
ceiv'4 that there each animal found a 
climate adapted to its nature, and each 
plant a foil in which it thrives i but taken 
from thence droops, withers, and dies. 
He had daily feen the wifdom of the 

H3 
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Creator tiv new djfeQver'J wonders^ 
tvhich he concealM not from his ds'* 
lighted fpoufe. From vifible things be 
led her to the invifible ; (hew'd her 
tbat the watery earth suid ft;u's M^ 
£ird with life^ which deep below the 
rank of men defceAdf^ and towcrinj^ 
lifts high ajbpye his utmoft ftretch ol 
thought. What ao aaaaing diftance 
^-there^ faid he^ between man and the 
^igheft angel, fifing in innumefs^le 
gradations of fpiritual beings I and be- 
low wheie the world of fpirits endn 
the firft link of the tervddrial chain 
hegjns, defcefiding from reafon to in* 
£Uif^,'Whlch it nearly refemblea, and in 
regular gradation^ . in unnumber'd de« 
grees, till fcarce to be diftinguiflv^d from 
mere vegetation and lifelefs mattec ! 
No blank is left unfi.ird. Who czn, 
tell the endowments the great Crsa- 
Tok has beftow'd on the various or^ 
ders of fpir its ; or their different fenfes. 
and conceptions? yet what honour 
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do we receive ! God rcvcafa' his wofi^ 
ders not only to diefe exalted beings,! 
tnit to US' (he npieaoeft of his rattonaL 
creation. 

T^evcT. v)«» die enr of iwjr stttenriver 
moth<» ffltitted with tha hiftory of the' 
MmiomtvV works^ .which ifiFas^thv' 
more pleafing, fbomita being: i«ratedb|y 
SiPHA.. AroorAvveteft fflnrationtf^t 
thofe of the: ndtidv whatever fills: ui^ 
iwtth WaAxs» emotibns^ *ir ac temlcd 
with a feeret pleafiire ; but the mofti 
<lelightAil o£ 8l^ fen&tionF' are furtl^r 
thofe of love. For <?»njugai aflfeftion- 
roxxtksaUy beams cxtatic reciprocatioita 
of the- tcnda«ft affe£lion. amidftrcnEiBaft. 

ing years, withotrf' dticay : ^ perhapa 
more warm and lively in the morning 
qf life.^ hut tn>the evening moceipufieu. 
A&or ^fuoceffive'^qeotiicio^ h^.pafsKii 
with unintcrrttptbdbsrmony, theytweref 
bcreav'd o^ theip ^comforts, the: dear,, 
the numerous pledges of their iove-j 

H4 
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yet God did not leave the houfe of Si- 
PHA defolate j for Mehitabel after- 
wards bore him three dj^ughters 5 but 
his higher wiflies were deny*d, and he 
had no fons to fupply the place of th^ 
who had glorioufly died for the trutn* 
When in Sipha's arms ihe was deli- 
ver'd of me^ ihe, fondly kiffing me, 
faid. When thefe dear lips (hall, 
laoghtng, lifp the name of mother, the 
found will be fweeter to me than the 
honey-comb, and therefore callM me 
Deborah. She brought forth my 
eldeft fifler under the cooling fhade of 
the wiving paUnt} and carrying her 
home, faid, with fome deje£tion, Here 
is a frcond daughter ; let her name be 
Tkamar. On the birth of the third 
flic cry*d, Three times have I been dif- 
appointed, and calPd her Sacara; 
but my father feeing her adom'd with 
heavenly graces, ftid,' The dear infant's 
name ihall not be Sacara, but K£- 
r^nhapuch. 
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Our eduction was Mehitabel's 
moft delightful employment : intent 
on the important tafk, fhe forgot the 
arrangement of the jeflamine, ^nd ceas*d 
to prunfr the luxuriant myrtle. Still F^ 
fee the ardent Tez] and the extreme de- 
light with which fhe difpenc'd her in- 
ftruftions, when my ripening faculties 
caird for improvement : fhe then taught 
me that I was form'd in the womb by 
the AxMiGHxr, to whom the angels 
owe their being, and" their immorfality. 
That it was He who rais'd me from 
darknefs, and caird me from the night 
in which I lay, like a worm in the duiV, 
that 1 might lift up my face before 
him,while my fpirits drank in the golden 
day, and I' rejoic'd in my exiftencei 
While fhe thus fpake, my heart over- 
flow'd with gratitude and devotion. My 
raptures fill'd my mother with rapture, 
and her flame increased my tranfports. 
She afterwards led my aflohifh'd mind 
through a ferics of rifing wonders. She 

H5 
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obferv'd that the hofts of the blefsM 
fpirits who in the higheft Heaven re- 
joice, and enjoy incooceivable felicity, 
are beings to whom the nobler part of 
U8 is ally'd ; that man is their younger 
brother, whoft foot is conceal'd in the 
duft } that God originally created twa 
of the human race, the firfl inhabitants 
of Paradiie, and in their minds im- 
prefs'd tracer ofthePeity, yet finning 
Kgainft their gracious Creator, were 
baniih'd from their blefs'd abode i they 
then cultivated the lower country, and 
multiply'd into numerous tribes j but 
ifrom their fall, all are devoted to death,, 
and to return to their original duft. 
Hard is it to comprehend the great 
ideas of the ftate of innocence, thefalV 
the fentence, and the nature of death ; 
events foon perform'd, though of ever* 
laAing importance. Had not Mehi* 
TABEL, or my father, enlightened my 
fieps, how had I been bewildered in 
tbefe awful mazes ! Death t tremen- 
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dous word! 6ncompafs*d me with a 
feven-fold gloom, and I had funk un- 
der Its terrors, had not fhe. With her 
healing hand, pour'd in the halm of 
life. Comforted by the view of the Di- 
vine remedy:, I look'd down without' 
fear, into the cav^ of death j for flie, in- 
fpir'd hy the Most High, who has 
provided for the falvation of man,, 
taught me to defpife its terrors, crying 
out with rapturous joy, I fe? the heal- 
ing balm, the hopes of the children of 
men ! how unfearchable are the riches 
of His ihercy, who dwelleth in the 

« 

Heavens, and lias remov'd impending, 
ruin from a fiirful world ! 

At other times (he diefcended to 

* 

earthly objefts, and open'd to us the 
book of creation, which Sipha had. 
reveal'd to her. She fhewM us the 
hand-writing of the Eternal^, the 
marks of his creative finger, in the va- 
riegated beauties of the ferfile earth, 

H 6 
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tbe formation and properties of animals^ 
and the more exalted nature of man* 
Yet far wa$ fhe from negleding domcf* 
tic employments ; from her we Icarn'd 
with gentle touch, to wind the tender 
thread from the full 4iftaff; to weave, 
the fnowy cloth; to enrich it with vi- 
vid colours, aifd to the wbitenefs of 
ivory, to give the tinge of purple.. 
Thefe elegant employments, were ac- 
company'd by her harmonious harp^, 
^ which we joined our joyful voices. 

Th,u8 pafs!d the days with downy 
feet, whil^healtl), P*^ty^ and ever- new 
delight, form'd their iiniling train,^ 
Heaven granted every wiflij for every 
wiflv was innocent. One only defire 
arofe in our breads, jjnd this was.trour 
blefome, becaufe inordinate. : a reftiefs 
longing tofee t.he fons and daughters bf 
the land. What a difference did- we 
often fay, do we find amopg us^ in our 
ft^tture, tbe turn of pur limbs, the form. 
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ef our mouths, the fpeaking eye, the 
features of the face, and the colbur of 
the hair ! Yet we are but three, what a 
Jovely v'^Ti^y muft tbei^then-beyin an 
ailembly of blooming youths, and fmi'^ 
ling virgins! They muft doubtlefs be 
as various and as lovely as the flowers,, 
that with different beauties, glow a-^ 
ijQund us. But bow £ur the form of the 
youths is difFerent from ours, we>can- 
not' know, and how far that of vari*^ 
ous youths may differ among themfelves^ 
mufl remain a myftery. Probably^ 
man, when young, has a more noble 
form than coirs, as the. peacock has the 
moft lo^^ly train, and his feathers j. 
when compar'd'-with thofe of his mate, 
fliine with, brighter colour^, and fupC- 
rior luflre* Yet- from this natural de* 
fire to fee the youths of the neighbour- 
ing country, it appears at leaft. proba- 
ble,, that they and we are difFerenfr 
halves,, and that t]be happinefs andr 
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peefedtion of our natures confift in 



•ur being united. 



Soontconftdiftgin.our mothe/s fond* 
nefs^ w« Qommuntoaited ouc wifhea ta 
her. She was not offinded ; but fmi-^ 
ling> thus reply'd: Your dtfires arc^ 
perhaps, not WaowsaWo. They whom 
you long to fee, are of your owji flefli^ 
and, like you, are defcended from the 
firft pair. You deiire ta (ee your own 
kindred, for whom you are £orm'd; 
but as you value your own virtue and 
unfpotted innocence^ carefully baniih 
the thought. Thefe young men and 
maidens, of Adam's blood, have for- 
feken the ways of God, for thofe of 
Satan ; they hate righteoufhefs, de^ 
fpife virtue, and are the enemies of in- 
nocence. Attached to the earth, and 
&nk into brutal f^^n&iality, virtue 13^ 
fefeft at a diftance from them. Alas ! 
what have you to fear from favage man ! 
Joyfully remain then, O ye maidens L 
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within this fecure garden,, by gracious 
Providence open'd for your refoge. Re- 
vcjc the difpejjfatioii of the Divdae 
goodneiS) in befiowij^g on us this de- 
lightful^ this fecure a^ode, whieb 
Adam, by his oflfence> bad forfeited,^ 
autigatiftg in our fevotir,, the fentcnce 
that no foot deftl'd by fut, ihould en- 
ter the bkfe'd reti»eat. For Goiv 
when the feafoaable howur ia come, wiJl 
lead you in iafety> to the children of 
the land^. 

Thus flie fpake, aijd Heaven ap- 
prov'd her pious reliance on the fecret,. 
yet wife defigns of Providence. 

We conquered our wifhes, and be- 
came eafy in our folitude ; but alas ! 
foon ftruggled under a new and harder 
conflia. The angelof death appeared to 
our mother, not in the form of terror j 
but with a fair and beauteous afpeft : 
he took her in his friendly arms, and as 
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the ripen'd peach, with gentle pluck, 
quits the bough, fo her placid foul, left 
her earthly frame. At the thoughts of 
being depriv'd of the beft of mothers, 
we felt the pains of death, while fbe 
.with triumph, cry'd, Shall I not, O 
death, welcome thine approach i Thou 
art^ the deliverer from fhadows and 
darktiefs ; the friend that opens to me, 
the gates of eternal life and light ; when 
I fliall be crown'd with lucid rays ; 
when my ipind, clear ad the ihining 
mirror,, will perceive the wonders of 
infinite grace and boundlefe wifdom in 
all. their amplitude, fucceffive fcenes of 
falvation^ inexhauflible, and divine -^ 
virtue unreftrain'd, the cup of blifs un- 
mix'd. This is the abyfs of death, and 
I. willingly enter it. AH nov4sUies are 
attended with.pleaftng fenfations; but 
to me, death is a novelty- moft-agreea^ 
ble i for I (hall have, a body div^fted of 
the dark (hades of life: IflialUhavean 
bappinefs, of which that refulting from. 
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virtue and innocence are only ihining 
types. Were death with-held from me, 
life would not be dcfirable ; it would 
be only worthy of the wifbes of a child j 
for death rids us of every prefTure, of 
every earthly burthen, that with agil 
wing) we may efcape and foar to Hea- 
ven ; comparM with which the beauties 
of Paradife will feem like the fliades of 
night. 

SiPHA refign'J her to Heaven, adoring 
the all gracious God, who had fo gently 
gathered his fpoufe to himfelf, and in 
her laft moments, ftrengthen'd her 
«iind with celefital confolations. 
With his own hand he perform'd the 
laft offices, clos'd her eyis, and em- 
balm'd her Jifelefs body. The deceafc 
Qf my beloved, faid he, fmooths the 
way to the houfe of death, and removes 
all its terrors. I iball now more 
chearfully follow her, to the featt of 
purer bHfs> w^ fpon. th^ appoiated 



1^62 N O A H. BdoKlV* 

hour will arrive. Thus he fubdu'cE 
his grief 5 but the thought of leaving u» 
ia helplcfs folitude, pierc'd his pater- 
nal heart. Through his forcM filence^ 
ire pcrcetv'J bis^ mind dlfturVd with 
deep coBcem for us» Soon, (sAd I to- 
mj&lfy will our father join our mother 
in the grave j and when our inftru£lor 
tad ptottStor fhall b« laid in the bo*- 
fom of the earth, O my God ! what 
will become of us ? But our day will 
alfe come, when Mtt {hdil be feparated 
from fifter I tarl; or, late it will arrive i 
and if late^ leis agreeable will it be,, 
thm if it fbon arrives^ The time will 
come, mben the friendly fmile will no 
lottgcr gliften ih Thama^V lovfciy 
e3res! when the bloominjg cheeks ©f 
K£itENHAtfUCH {hall wither ! O may 
mj {i&exs bones reft in pe^ice ! I> alone,^ 
perhaps, fliall remain ofthe three an ufe- 
kfs being, andfta^nd by myfelf, divided 
from mankind. Then deftitute and 
fotiom^ what will be my fate ? What a* 
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burthen will the vacant days be to me? 
What gloom will overfprcad this flowe- 
ry Paradife PThen from a long fwooA 
fliall I at laft unwiUIngly awake, and,, 
vainly pcnftve,walk among the groves, 
calling Thamar and KfiRfiNHAPWCH^ 
while the valci and rocks reply, Tka* 

KAH and KBRElfHAFUCMr ai if to 

mock my woe I 

Tboe in our^ooCfbmmdi, we antici- 
pated the moftdrcadfiil cakmities, white 
the M » T H I o H was fecretly provid- 
ing for us the richefth«pi»«6. Me has 
now brou^t us to the friends of virttte; 
to a hoofe, where amid?ft the univerfai 
apoftacy. Truth has fix'd her a^de 5 
to our kindred 5 to Sifha's venerable 
friend; to Merit abm, whom we fliall 
again find in MiiCAH, 

Here Dbbohab ceasM, and the af- 
fcaionate Milcah refum'd. It was the 
fecial care of Heaven, thai reftor'd 
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mi: Mehit ABfL in three lovely forms r 
her, I again fee in you, juft as in the 
morning of life, I us'd to fee her pi- 
ous, gentle, and fercne. Then, morn- 
ing or evening, to my praifeful fong, 
fhe added her voice, which, feem'd to 
receive ""an additional fweetnefs from 
her perfon and mind. With what joy 
do I fee and hear thefe again, in the 
perfons, minds and voices of her daugh- 
ters ! She was my fifter, and ye fh^ll 
he my fweeteft children. 

In the mean while, Sipha, at. firft, 
viewing Noah with, fpeechlefs joy, as 
if he had fcen him reftor'd. fronl the 
grave,. cry*d. Indulge me, J n confirm- 
ing by my eyes, the gladfome typings, 
that I behold ftill living, my deareft 
friend : for many long years has fled the 
hope of beholding fuch a day. Let me 
feaft my glad eyes on that fece ;. let my 
pleas'd ear enjoy the fwect fatisfaaion 
of dwelling oa thy vojce> unfeen^ unr 
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heard, finc^ the unequal intermarriages 
iif Methuselah^s race, with Irad's 
-wilely offspring, which, unhappily, in 
them extinguifh'd all ideas of God, of 
the creation, of their origin, of the 
kope of falvation, of Heaven. Then 
"wzs thy face, in the midft of a wicked 
world, my fupport, my furety, that 
the burfting thunder would not, with 
indifcrimiiiate vengeance, involve me 
in the general ruin ; but when the ruth- 
lefs Dagon fentenc'd thee to die, and 
'thou fuddenly efcap'd by flight, my 
comforts fled with thee ; and had I 
been then in Eden, the odours exhaFd 
from its fpicy groves, rich fruits and 
flowers, would have been loft on me. 
Long in queft of thee, my deareft 
friend ! 1 wander'd through Aflur, A- 
ram and Elam, and when thou wert 
no were to be found, I imagined thou 
wert, like Enoch, removed, by fome 
angjel, to the realms of blifs, where 
empyreal brightnefs, with feven-fold 
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iight, exceeds our day en earth, with 
its cleareft fun. Then I -went to Yar^ 
mat, where with mioglcd joy and 
grief I was depriv'dof all my reviving 
hopes, by the murder of my fifty brave 
•and pious fons. Over my life too the 
arm of murder was ftretch*d out^ whea 
the Most High preferv'd me, by 
bringing me to this mountain, where 
Mehitabel and I lir'd in folitude^ 
feparated from mank'md. But yet we 
were not alone, of higher company not 
deprived 5 for with me were fweet con- 
templation, guardian angels, and Hea- 
ven ttfelf. What more could we en- 
joy ? I wifli'd for offspring, and ob- 
tain'd three daughters : I wifli'd for a 
friend like Noah, and no other wiih 
had I : but when my blooming daugh- 
ters grew up, filent folitude feiz'd my 
mind, when I confider'd how they, in 
the paradifaic wafte, wer^ deprived of 
men, and even in the lap of pleafure, 
xrondeipn'd to barremxeft : that thus 
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cny hopes of leaving a niore worthy iflue 
would be blafted, and both the root 
and branches fruitlefs wither. This na- 
tural forrow did not offend my gracious 
Deliverer. He fent a celeftial mef- 
ienger, who promis'd that my iflue 
ihould be innumerable, and inherit the 
land cmerg'd from the waters. This 
was the gracious promife of the Most 
High ; and to accomplifli k, thy three 
fons were fent to me. — But I deprive 
myfelf of the dear converfation of my 
friend. From thee I long to hear, an 
account ' of the defendants of Abel, 
Seth, and Cain ; and whether, fince my 
retirement from the world, men have 
chang'd their ways% With trembh'ng 
heart I wait to hear from thy lips the 
important hiftory; for though I prefer 
thy family to all mankind, yet am I 
allied by blood to them ; and my heart 
claims a fhare in their welfare or mt- 
fery. 



i68 N O A H. Book 17. 

He only is alo»e, (aid JJoah, wha 
is a (Iranger to himfclf, and from whom 
the ftorms of paflion have driven rcpofe^ 
not he who is employ'd in deep medi- 
tations. Yet thefe, when una0ifted by 
the aid of friejidfhip, are little more than 
wandering through a dreary and barren 
defurt, refrelh'd by no friendly ihowers ; 
for the communications of friendfliip 
fweeten and improve the difcoveries of 
the mind. In thee, O Sipha ! I per- 
ceive the ineftimable value of a friend ; 
for as the bees fuck their delicious nec« 
tar from the flowers, fo man derives 
from friendship, the pureft wifdom, and 
moft rational joy. Oft have my thoughts 
run on the (hoals of folly, for want of 
thy difcourfe, which would have kept 
it in its true courfe: but the faireft 
fruits of friendship are innocence an4 
virtue,'klndled by the emulation of kin- 
dred fouls. God in ordering me to 
fly from the prefencc of Dagon j in 
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t^pemng to me the gate of this guarded 
mountaiii, and in afterwards coa- 
dudling thee to a fpot near my lower 
manfion, alfo form'd the path, by 
means of which we are now united, 
that in thefe finful days, in which the 
•affiftance ©f a frie«d is moft neccflary, 
we might enjoy this happineft : far 
alas ! mankind have not amended their 
ways, their guilty fathers are exceeded 
in wickednefs by their abandon'd foiw, 
and all fpurn at the facred diftates of 
xeafon and virtue. But Oh ! what I 
have farther to fay, claims thy utmoft 
'attention. Lately the Most High 
fent down a feraph to examine the ways 
of men : he was ordered to take me 
-with him, and I beheld their fms, more 
odious than the appearance of the moft 
ioathfome reptiles. Raphael, tho' 
griev'd, has not conceals the dreadful 
truth : the Almighty fat in judgment 
•on the guilty race of man, and thlj aw- 
ful fentencc is already gone forth. 
Vol. I. I 
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This day at my morhing devotion in 
the palm-grove, where I met thee, the 
£t£R-nal walk'd invifible^ and I hearl 
his tremendous voice utter thefe dread- 
ful words. By a deluge, (hall evcijf 
living creature petifli. I, though mean- 
er than the duft, fiiVd with grief at the 
fattl fentence, prefumM to intercccte 
for man, when the gracious Sotb* 
iiEiGif of nature added, that my fons 
ihoald have brides, and that number- 
k& generations Ihould proceed from 
them^ and people the earth that fliould 
emerge from the waters. He alfo en- 
join'd me to go to Thamifta and preach 
forgivenefs to the penitent. O Sipha ! 
thou might'ft perceive that my raptu^ 
rous joy, at the light of thee was 
•check'tl by that terrific fcntence : for 
not a gleam of hope is left, that thefe 
-rebels againft God will repent and 

• 

live. Alas ! their necks are iron, and 
their hearts encompafs'd with walls 
#fbrais. 
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Here Sipha's face was over-fprea4 
"with the palenefs of the dead; his 
trembling knees fcarce fupported his 
body) M^d with faltering lips, he Aus 
£ave vent to his thoughts : Can man 
bear the fe&tence o^ death pafs'd on the 
•human race, without fainting at the 
-dr^dful (om\d^ though told that^ofe 
he beft loves fbali be^r'd f But whaPt 
is naan in the eye of the Axmighty 4 
Were the whole race deftroy'd^ with 
the world they inhabit, little would it 
impair the beauty ©f the wide, the im- 
menle creation. 

No void, rettirn'd NoArt, does tlie 
^ide creation know; whatever link, 
whatever part of it v^ere broken, would 
ht a defe6t ; but ail are not to perifh ; 
the Mps*r Hispr, who in his wrath re-* 
«nembers mer^y, will fave one familyy^ 
^nd fome of every fpecies of animals, 
will be f referv'd. Thus the harmony 

la 
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cf bis works (hall ftill remain undif- 
turby. 

^Vhile they were thus drfcourfing, 
came Noah's three fons, who defired 
that they would lend a favourable ear, 
and then the eldeft, with a foleran look 
of anxious folicitude, thus began : How 
iho/Pt-fighted were we in not difcerning 
the fteps of Providence fo manifeft ia 
God's aifigning to both of you a man- 
fion in the feat of innocence, which to 
the firft patriarchs and their fons, had 
remain'd (hut and fecur'd by celeftial 
guards ! But to you, the Most High, 
gracioufly open'd a blefs'd retreat, and 
though to each unknown, gave to Si- 
PHA three lovely daughters, and to 
thee, O father ! as many fons, all free 
ixom an inter9aurfe with the wicked 
inhabitants' of the earth. Tbefe fiirc 
were born for us, and we for theift % foe 
how miferable would they be, werje they 
forc'd to wed men of favage and ab^- 
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dootd manners ! nor lefs miferable we, 
in receiving wive5 from among .the- 
lewd daughter* of the earth I To us 
perpetual ceKbacy is far more eligible 
than marriagp with any other than Si- 
fha's lovely daughters : rather may 
«ur father's houfe become utterly ex- 
tinct* But if we are united in marri- 
age, and an union of foul^ with wo- 
men of fuch diftinguUh'd perfections, 
virtue will have frefli charms, and even 
religion appear more lovely. From us 
may iflue a beautiful and pious proge- 
ny, from whoni may arife that feed of 
the woman that ftall bijuife the bead of 
the ferp^nt. It may perhaps appear 
vain in me to believe that God has de* 
creed our marriage, as the means of 
peopling this garden with a ra.ce that 
fhall ftedfaftly maintain ^ the purity o( 
His wo^Qvp,, and rejoice ki the pro-? 
mis'd falvation j a peculiar people who 
(hall receive laws and ftatutes from Him 
alone ; ^d from this hill, may infpir'd 
prophe^ defcend to the open country;^ 

.13 
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to inflruft all nations iii the worilupof 
t)vp Most High, 

Thus ipakeSHEM) white the eyes of 
Ibs brothers expreis'd their earneft aflei^t 
to his words. Noah immediately ao-- 
fwcr'd with a fmiJe, Bfeloved hopes of 
the earth! dear foos ! Your iove of Sr- 
pha's daughters is of the Eord ; and* 
to promote yotir happincfe,' I willingly 
join in yourrcqueft to their father j Does 
mot the good SxPHA confent to an union 
of our families ? Sifha with eyes fiilf 
of over- flowing frienMilp, reply^d^ 
Thy deflrc, O my friends, is mine, my 
heart meets thine, and never have ray 
daughters a£led contrary to any intima-* 
tion I have given them ;. but we will 
lend for them, and know dieir inclina* 
lions from themfelva. Shem tranf-^ 
ported with joy, haflled with the mcf- 
fcge, and the virgins fooii appfeaPd, IjbJ^ 
in by Mi:tcAH. Si^a fill'd wkh the 
moft dcKghtfiil emotions, gave* them 
n hx>k of afit^onat^ ftnfihijity. 
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and thus put the important qucftion,^ 
An ardent love of you, my dear daugh- 
ters^ has fill'd the hearts of thefe worthy 
young men :. this is a guiltlefs paflion, 
by God,, and Noah approv'd j are you 
willing to be united in marriage with. 
them ? 

The damfelsbluflt'd, and hung down 
their heads ; but after a (hert filence^ 
with. low voice anfwer'd, we are wil- 
ling. The brothers now fdVd with aa 
extafy too big for utterance, gratefully 
bow'd : when Milcah, embracing the 
virgins, delivered Deborah to Shem„ 
Thamar to Ham, and Japheth re- 
cciv'd bis dear Kerenhapuch, Eacfc 
received aiid prefsM in his arms the 
dear obje<a of his tcndereft affbaion. 

Now, amidft the general joy, Sipha 
gronoujic'd on his daughters the con- 
jugarbenediaion. Be ye fruitful asEvE^ 
jthe mother of all the living ; let her 
dreadfttl example teach you watchful- 

I4 
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nefs over yourfclves, an J the moft ten- 
der love and obedience to your hufbands.. 

Evening now came on, and Hefpc* 
rus rififig above the fummit of the 
mountain, lighted the nuptial torch j at 
this welcome fignal, the young men 
led the virgins, blufliing like the glow- 
ing morn to the bridal chambers, while 
hill and dale, with every part of Para- 
dife, difplay'd, their joy. The buds 
and flowers waited not the return of 
morn to expand their tints, and profufc 
emitted odours which the fprightly ze- 
phyrs wafted on their gentle wings to 
the bridal chambers. Philomela war- 
bled forth air her melliflufOivs flrains in 
chanting the, nuptial fong, and the 
choir of volatile fongfters, on other 
nights filent, now Jubilant, join'd thetr 
notes to celebrate the happy evening. 
Thus melody and fragrance fill'd the 
whole mount, and all nature feem'd to 
ftiafc the general joy» • 

The £ki> or thj( Fovrtr Iook. ' 
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The AnaUMENT.. 

SkBM and Lis brothers go with their 
bridis to viiit the places in Paradife,. where 
the Most Hig h had condefcendcd to appear 
10 man ; while Noaq retarns to vifit the 
defcendaftt«of Elaah, Aram> and Assur« 
D^aoN after being defeated in an at-*- 
tempt 10 enter Paradife, facrifices a mul« 
titude of human viftims to the ipirits of 
the fiery deep ; but while engaged^ in theft: 
infernal ceremonies Noa h comes, exclaims 
aig'ainfl thefe crueL rites, preaches repent- 
ance, and mentions the approaching dc« 
luge. Dagon rejeifls his admonitions witk; 
fcorn. Noah replies,.and is anfw^red by 
Qo, who demands a. miracle. He performs^ 
two but in vain, and then retires. The in-, 
femal fpirits form an aerial veffel in whicii. 
they afc^nd with DAaoN |fid the chiefs of 
the giants to alTail the mountain ; but tfleir 
defign is defestted by Raphael and the^ 
giants thrown to the ground. « Dagok ex-^ 
fires in the prefeace of Noah. Oc en*^ 
tre^s him to leave them, on which thepsk. 
triarch renews his exhortation, and retuins.. 
leaving them to the approaching vcnr- 
geancc. ^' 
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BOOK V. 



THE gclclen days pafs'd radiant 
over each new marry'd pair, led on? 
byconjugal felicity, intermixed with con- 
verfe fublime : for not in beauty alone 
were they pre-eminent ; the fair ha<i' 
ether charms to win the manly heart. 
lo thefe damfels,. their perfonal graces 
were a type of that inward excellence 
^t is ever amiable, and which, age it# 

L6 
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felf cannot impair. And here dif- 
courfe worthy of immortal beings, ba- 
nifh'd that fatiety which,, in domeftic 
life, too frequently arife^ from uniform 
feljcrty. 

Noah had conceal'd from them the 
affliftive fentence, that imbitter'd al! 
his joys, and even dainp'd the pleafure of. 
converfing with his moft ancient friend*. 
With but faint hopes of drawing many 
from the p:^ths of perdition, to thofe of 
piety and virtue, he prepares to defcend. 
to the plains of A^ur, there to lift up. 
hi« voice, in preaching repentance. Be- 
fore his departure, Shem and his bro- 
thers approaching the two patriarchs, 
with reverential awe, diefir'd that they, 
with their brides might be permitted to 
yifit thofe places in the inidft of the 
mountain, where the Most- High had 
condefcended to fliew his effulgent pre- 
fence, when he gracioufly condefcended* 
'to. enter into friendly converle with th^ 
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firft of men. Their view was alfo ta 
burn incenfe on^ an- altar rais'd by Si** 
PHA, on the fpot where the firft tranf- 
greflbr r^ceiv'd his awful fentence« 
Noah anfwcr'd, God is omnipotent^ 
H^fills the earth, and the Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain him. Thi^ 
place, and yonder plains, equally bear 
. the marks of his fpotfteps, and where 
man is, Gai> is nigh* him — is- with 
him ; yet he appears moft fenfibly where 
Nature pours forth all -her bounties* 
Go then ; I difapprove of no means df 
e;cciting in your fouls, a more lively 
{tiife of his prefence,. 

. After reciprocal embraces, they afr 
cended up to the higher part of tho 
mountain, while Noah defcended to-, 
wards the plain, wher6 he ha<J[ left tha 
gigantic rAce,3ufily emplpy*d in raifing 
a mighty ftrudure that wa? to reach to. 
Paradife. There were, th^ defcendants 
^^, Ej^Ajii AssuR and Aram i^theret 
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were (een inur'd to labour, more myri^ 
ads of the race of Ai^au than. now Ja« 
pan and populous China can numben 
Over them rul'd favage giants, the off- 
fpring of the children of Cain and 
Seth : A divine judgment had enlarg'4 
their bodies to an enormous (ize ; they 
were of abandoned manners,, of avidity 
infatiate; and though increas'd to ma- 
ny hundreds,, each wa& within his ter- 
ritory a defpotic prince.. The ftrongef 
bad invaded the weaker, while themoft 
mighty were in their turn repuls'd by 
the combin'd forces of thofe who fingly 
were unable to oppofe them. Thus 
conqueft was continually fluduating^, 
and grim War,, with: horrid afpc£t,. 
ftalk'd from land to land, till at length 
peace was refior'd by the authority of 
DAG0N,.which he had acquirM by pre*« 
tended miracles taught, him by Adra- 
MELBCH. From him the giant race re* 
oeiv'd the fceptre, which, at his com-- 
mand, they refign'd: againft tbofe: 
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whom he cursed they turn'd their united 
Cbrces : for Dagon alone^the formida- 
ble high prieftafid magician, chained in. 
thiz rage of the lawlefs giants, and. 
queird a dominion the dread of all the 
neighboirring world. The ftupendous^ 
ftrufture they had ere£tied with fteps to 
enter Paradife,. wasrais'd on the i^orth. 
lide of the mountain, far from its pro- 
pe* entrance, where Satan, the fird 
febel, coming in queft of the original 
parents of the human race, with infult- 
ing leap,., fprung over all bounds of rock, 
and fence,, and alighted ered far with- 
in the blefs'd iaclofure,, then the feat of 
innocence. This ftruflure refembled 
a towering pyramid of enormous fize j; 
but the farther fide feem'd hid in thCi, 
Aiountain :.|^ fteps were parallel, ex- 
tending along the huge pile, and on tts^ 
top was a platform lev^l with the bloom- 
ing groves in the. lower terrace of.thctr 
fecred mountain.- 
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At the completion of their bold ftruc- 
ture, their hearts were fwcU'd with in- 
folent joy, and they had already, in 
their vain imaginations taken poileflion 
of Paradife, when from the top they 
beheld the boafted eSe£b of thek {kill 
and labour disjointed, and the fteps fil- 
led with vaft impaflable chafms. Now 
on the fpaciouslevel of the fummit they 
divided into feveral bands in order to 
range the groves of Par ad ife, and giving 
a fli6ut, fudden. rufli'd forward, to en- 
ter the facred fpot, guarded by an ange- 
lic band : but inftantly the earth (hook,, 
a bellowing noife proceeded from the 
bowels of the mountain ; a fmoke if- 
fu'd from the trees, and flames darted 
from every bough, on the foremoft of 
the giants, without withering the leaves,^ 
which appeared amidft the fierce blaze,, 
with frefher verdure. With hideous, 
roar the giants turn'd their backs, all 
was in confufion, and in fudden tumult,, 
t^ey with ghaftly looks and diftorted. 
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limbsy precipitated each other down the 
deep defcent. Thus from the cryftai 
battlements of Heaven the rebel angtU 
fled appall'd before the bolts, of the 
Eternal Son, and in wild confufioA 
feU, wounded and difmay^d* 

Dagon wanted not words to footh- 

« 

their baffled pride. My confidence ia 
your valour, faid he to thofe wiio fur-* 
viv'd their dreadful fall, has not bcea 
difappointed. I thought the forcerer . 
^ho withholds the mountaia from us, 
bad caird none but aerial (pirits to h\9 
afliftance : but I find he has one of the 
etherial j thefe are an envious fervile. 
tribe,, who in Heav*n deny the power of 
all-contToUing Fate,and above neceffity 
pdace the God who wields the thunder^ 
ilding with hrm againft the princes of 
the deep, who as friends , to. luft and 
lawlefs pleafure, we obey. I muff 
therefore apply for ai£flance to ^gben 
powers. 
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Dagon then withdrew to a dark re- 
ctiky there to invoke the princes of the- 
fiery deep. With (harp pointed ftoncs^ 
be lacerates his breaft $ into ftrange 
cKftorttons writhe&his limbs, and adapts* 
his throat to difcordant tones of hate- 
ful found. . Long was he cmploy'd in* 
Aefe frantic devices, before the fpirit 
(»f darkneis, who obey'd his commands,. 
sq^pcarV.. He then ailembling the gi» 
ants j told tllenr that each of their potent 
race,, muft takf a £ed-bair.'d ffavCy either 
Htaleor ftmale, but comely and without 
Uemifti I tkeftt they ihould facrifice to 
I^ight and Erebus. The blood was* 
to be received in veflels, then mingled 
with, wijie,, honey and the fineft flour*. 
With the blood each, was alfo thrice to 
mark his forehead^ that he might be 
known by the black fpirit his guardiaa 
in the hour of batile.. 

» 

, The command of Daook's oracle 

well fui ted the favage temper ofthe gi-- 
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ants, who with eager joy obey'd, and 
foon drove a crowd of red-hair'd cap* 
tives, with well-proportionM limbs be- 
fore theme Dagoh impatient, orders, 
the horrid facrifice, and they with 
equal ardor plunge their teng knivea 
into thefe hufiran viftims ; then catch-*^ 
ing their warm bloody thrice mark 
the^r fer^hcads^ and with it alfo f^itt^ 
kic the fteps of the ftupendous ftmc- 
ture they Tiad httrfy rtkM. The f«K 
perftitfous prieft then mutter*d obfcvre 
prayers to the rulers of Erebus. The 
country all around was cever*d with, 
the fteam of the ftreaming Mood, and 
the bodies of the vi£tims lay in heaps 
ready for the flames, when Noah came 
up. At the fight of this inhuman ce- 
remony a tremulous terror ran through 
his veins; he ask'd the meaning of thefe 
irtfcrnaJ rites, then moving towards zxk 
hundred kettles, m which were boiKng 
Mood, honey, and wine. In thet 
inidft of them fiood the diabolical for^ 
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cerer; he plac'd himfelf full before bimy 
and thus undaunted ^ake. 

* ^ 

This abomination, O Dagon, and 
ye infatuated multitude^was only want-* 
ing to complete the meafure of youv 
guilt! Man not only unmindful of 
the foul, the tranfcendapt gift of 
God, created for eternity; not only 
debf&s .bimfelf to^ the level of the 
bmte; not only wallows in fenfuality 
and banifhes reflexion ; but Oh moft 
impious ! has leagued with the Cons of 
.Hell againft the Most High, his gra>-^ 
clous Creator, who ferm'd him for hap- 
pineis, and has given him every ble^g 
he enjoys.. Ye have {oihkta the Lord 
OF LiFjs, moit gracious, moft benign ! 
and fraught with frantic madneis, have 
in {jpight of nature, of reafon,. of grati- 
tude^ chofen, for your^ds thofe fpii^ 
ofdaricneis who once, near the empyre* 
an throne, in full view of the works of 
jhe Eternal, could queftion hi&omr* 
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siiprefence, and wcalciy prefum'd them- 
ielves a match for .Omnipotence ; but 
£yiag from die thtmder of the Son of 
Gdd^ were hurl'd down to bottomlcA 
perdition, and doom'd to dwell in flam-« 
ing fulphur unconfum'd. Thefe — 
Aefe ye have chofen for your gods, and 
definflng the bright glories of the celef- 
ttial world, and all the refin'd pleafCires 
-of Heaven, cfhufe to dwell with * thefe 
abandoned fpirits in adamantine chains 
and penal fire. Thus the vanquifbM 
enemy of the Eternal triumphs over 
the folly of mankind. The infemals 
aiding from envy and revenge have im* 
agtft'd, ithat ^by defeating the gracious 
idefigns of Heaven, they fhall damp the 
Joy of the celeftial fpirits at their fall } 
and have weakly thought, that by ob^ 
!taiitingcompanions4n punTfhment, their 
4tx>rments would b€f abated by participa- 
tion ; J and all the dreadful agonies you 
will feel, alleviate their mifery ; while 
<hey ihall triumph in difappointing the 
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homage demanded by the celestial 
Xing, though they were His equals in 
freedom, if not in power and flate; 
trifles oft diftin£l from reafon and right 
to rule : Thus how exuberant is the 
opaque earth, while the fun fo bright is 
fteril amidft its radiance ! He fent 
agaiiift thenf hofts of fervile fpirits, 
J)lindly obedient to His commands^ 
and during two celeftial days, anxious 
view'd the doubtful combat, till by 
more potent engines, he d/ove them to 
a diftant part of Chaos. Yet^'ould ivot 
Orchus confine l;hem j for -no fooner 
^ad Deftiny produced the earth, than 
^hey boldly ifTu'd forth through the 
gates of .Hell, travers'd the chaotic 
wafle, and pafs'd the immen|e fpace, 
where j*olk ^he glitt'ring ftars, tiH 
^arth reeeiv'd them in its balmy bofom : 
^bere, had not Satan infpir'4 Adam 
.with the noble refolution of eating of 
the tree of knowledge, we had ftill gro- 
velVd in our original ignorance, :Such^ 
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thou timid wretch, are the Satanites, 
from whom thou would'ft alienate us, 
and whom with ilanderous tongue, 
thou tcrm'ft the enemies of msm. They 
juftly hate the King of Heavek, 
and all his crouching flaves, who drove 
them from their celeftial abodes ; who 
fierfecutes them with inceflant rancour, 
for their heroic courage, in defence of 
that liberty which is their birth-right, 
and the gift of Deftiny, They have 
given us proofs of theiramicable difpo- 
fitions, which call for returns of gra- 
titude; and fliall we reject friends, thus 
free, bqcaufe they fought againft a 
ftronger enemy ? No, we are above 
iiding with a party, only becaufe the 
ever-varying chance of war has favour- 
ed them. We are not fway*d by fuc- 
cefs, therefore attempt no more to de-* 
tach us from our friends, who long 
have deferv'd our offer'd incenfe, an4 
human vi£lims s the fumes of whofe 
warm blood convey a grateful fmell to 
Vol. I. K 
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thw iK>ftn]8, and dravr them to uf 
from their hallow'd abyfs. Already the 
great ctherial forms ftanJ round inhal- 
ing the delicious vapour. An heroic 
group of thefe immortals declare thcm- 
felves ready to aid the giants. I fee 
them, though they are invifibfe to thy 
dull eye ; but thou ihalt fee and fee! 
them force every fence and mound of 
thine enchanted garden. What Sa- 
tan has performed alone, to their uni- 
ted force, is eafy. It is now of more 
importance for us to be mafters of the 
mountain, that from its towering fum- 
mit we may with derifion behold the 
ilood thou threateneft fhall fweep man- 
kind from the delug'd earth. This will 
doubtlcfs come to pafs, when a link of 
that invifible chain, by which Delliny 
has hung the earth to Heaven's lofty 
^lome, Ihall break, the earth neglefled 
ialt, and ocean overwhelm the land. 
Did thy barren brain want a folitude^bf 
an hundred years to forge fo grois a 
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iyth However, return from whence 
<hoii cam*ft^ and tell thy cherubs to ex- 
jpeGt u^ ift dofo array. 

* 

Thus fpake Dagon, who hawing en- 
^ed) the aiiikitiide wildly fbouMd tWtr 
:;«pplaiife. But No>AH tiAdaunted^ ftiU 
higher ras'd ius ihomtory voice. 

No other proof is wanting of Sa- 
lifAt^'s love to mam dioA what your eyes 
behold z thefe piles of mangled bodies^ 
.tbe& foaming cauUrons, from wbieh 
.hunla^ btood .fem^ forth a fmell fo 
-ff^Uedd to the noftril^ of thefe thine 
jnfernal friend*^ .No wonder they^ re* 
ibrt to A»ch a f»vage banquet. Suck 
^re the ang^s^ whom ye fllk your gdds^ 
assd on whom ydu plu^ct yomr confi- 
dence. If you adhere to then^ pne 
day their manfion fhall receive you« 
Jot yourr xeceptioil the gate^of fiell 
^will be Qpen'd widej and its chiefs go 
^09Xb 10 meet you. Thi« time is at 
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hand. But oh ! repent ! repent ! Slight 
not the fbort fpace for repentance now 
left by that gracious Power, who returns 
love for hatred* During a few days 
more, the way to repentance lies open ; 
but theie expir'd, the gate of grace will 
be for ever fliut, and when (hut, no 
man can open it« I ihudder at the 
thought. O deplorable tScSt of har- 
dened impiety ! deftru&ion fhall fpread 
its fable wings, and an inundationlhall 
c^ver the whole terraqueous globe : the 
very garden of God, with all its {mil- 
jng groves, and fragrant bowers, ihall 
be involv'd in the univerfal ruin. Re^ 
.|^fit! Repent! for all fltefli fball 
die. O turn to the Lord, and be will 
have mercy I Bleiled is he, who by a 
ipeedy repentance, ihall efcape the day 
of wrath. 

Thus to that favage race, the be- 
nevolent Noah, with pious zeal, 
preached repentance, but without avaiU 
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Offo many myriads of finners^ none 
lent an attentive ear. By the fide of 
D AOOK ftood Oc, hif chief confidant, 
and prefumptive fi^ceibr to ihe high 
pTteft's throne. He had been his firft . 
difciple, and was privy to all bis im- 
poftures. Once, enraged at Noah's 
dete&ion of his frauds, he had fworn 
to prefent his head to Dagon. In the 
thickcft gloom of the night, he went 
with murderous purpofe, into Noah's 
tent ; but the Lord, who watches over 
his fervants, diforder'd the faculties of 
his mind ; inftead of Noah, he bound 
a ram, and fevering its head from its 
body, brought it in triumph to Da- 
gon, Now, with frantic language, he 
fteps forth, and thus utters the wild 
efFufions of his diftemper'd brain. 

What prophetic language flows from 
Noah's lips ! but by denouncing dif- 
grace and calamity, he only excites the 
indignation of the chiefs. Prophets 

K3 ^ 
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prove tiidr mii&on by ifiiracles, ami 
Supernatural figiK. Thus Dacoh 
turned bis wand into a many'headed 
bydf a ; at Putniel be (pake, and from 
the labouring rock came forth a ^ameL 
If thou art a prophet of Gbo, exhibit 
the like tokens^. To the friend of the 
God or Hiavew — to the men over 
whom the cherubs Watch,^ the gift of 
filiracles is not deny*d — Shew then thy 
lUpernatural pbwers, and we will reve- 
rence thee; Call down the moon from 
the azure flcy,, bid it gafoby thee, and, 
bowing, hail thee prophet of God. Af- 
ter this falutation, divide^ it in half^ 
dart one part eaftwardand the olher 
towards the^weft,, but firft let them play 
In the air with the agility of the grafs* 
hopper. At length, unite them again,^ 
and fend them to fill their former place. 

Noah fternly reply*d^ thc^.requireft 
abfurdities,^ the vifionary chimeras of % 
diftempcr'd brain. The token of my 
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miffion is the ark, which bu^yyant amidft 
the fwelling waves, -fiiall fave me frotn 
that deftru6Hon, iht which thou, repCnt^ 
Ing too late, flialt be ingulph'd. Yet 
that thou ma3rft not delay, but being 
convinc'4 of my mrffion, mayft i^^nt 
of thy fins, and turn to the Lord, 1 
will giv€ thee a token, that will not 
break the-order zaA harmony df natm'C. 
It is the will of the Most Hicm, wfco 
kas fent me, that when I lifr up this ftalT 
towards the ftrirfttrre which yt vainly 
boaft rifes to the ffiiiling groves of Pa- 
fadife, the earth fhall fink under the 
afpiring pile, its foundations fail, and 
not one ftone be left •n another. 

No AH then calling on the LoUd^ 
4retch*d Out his ftaE Inftantly the 
earth finks under the flupendous pile^ 
the fummit totters, the whde Aak«|^ 
^vcry ftep di^jofeted falls, and not one 
ftone IS Jeft upon another, while the 
notie of its fall is fiieceeded by lubter* 

K 4 
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ranean thunder. Grief and indignatioa 
feiz'd the giants at beholding the ef* 
fcSts of their wonderous ftrength^ and 
all their hopes xeducM to ruin. Gog 
ftood near : be was defcended from 
Kaphas, a formidable chief, and with 
him was Perez his confidant y thefe 
liad delighted in feizing the bewilder'd 
travellefy a^d fplitting a pine> left him 
three days with his hands comprefs'd in 
the dofing chafm. Goc now with im- 
potent rage, ftretch'd out his arm 
againft Noah^ but was unabk to ftrike 
the blow : his arm was inftantiy de- 
prived of motion, till at Noah's touch, 
animating life returned. 

Dagon, feeing himfelf expos'd to 
ihamc, in the prefence of the giantsf, 
while hie pretended gods lent him no 
affiflance, thuiaddrefs'd the .perplex'd 
afTembly : Our pile funk under its own 
weight ', for the earth underneath being 
hollow, fell in« This Noah had either 
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ebferv'd^ or was informed of by a che« 
rub I and hl$ eafy to foretd, what if 
i^t foretold) would come to pafs. But 
O ye kings !, why do we delay the com- 
pletion of tbefe facred rites ? your eyes 
are furely not fafcinated : See here is 
Adramelech ; from him exped aid 
more powerful than that of human 
ftrength. 

They now proceeded with the horrid 
folemnity, and the pureft blood of Bal- 
haran and Talaflar, ftained their altars. 
NoAH> ihock'd at the fxght, and de- 
je^ed at his ill fuccefs, withdrew dif- 
confolate. When, pleas'd with the fumes 
of the oiFer'd blood, Aqramelech 
thus fpake : O my friends, ill fhould 
we^ deferve this exhilerating draught, 
did we fuffer this people thus to be in* 
^fttlted in our fight, and not avenge diem. 
Our exalted minds, are no lefs jftranger$ 
tofeaf on Earth than in Heav*n, where 
tmidft disfiguring wounds, we gaia'd 
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immortal . ^pltefe* If I have rig^df 
read the ttbles of F«tc, the tMuaipli*^ 
the celeftial fpirtta are Iktiittsd t6 (ka« 
ven,. while on Eanh. chef are (vibjeA 
to defeat. Come then, aad letu»tiy 
whether our ftrength be impair'd. We- 
will build a fpacious vefiel. in the air^^ 
that fliall be manned hy the giants ; 
denfe clouds (hall bear, it aloft, and out 
breath waft it to the higheft terras ofy 
^•oioiintaiRS. 

The wild projcft plaafe^ :.Tbe infer- 
nal fpirits urge the work, and fuddenly. 
from the air defcends a veflTel of bulk: 
more enormous than ever in^ thefe later 
ages plow'd the ocean, provided- witHi 
mafto and flags, galleries tind lofty tab* 
bini» Denfe clouds hoverrng beloMf 
bore up the bending keel.. On tht 
decka were feen gigantic forms iti- glit- 
tering atftnowr «lad, with attentive pii 
lots, all airy phantoms. The Wigkty. 
fll;u^ure^ bavirig ^fcended ' tii ibir 
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its lofty ^fiddy Md wiih' wfMate mce^ 

We ft^uki injure ydtiv &ur friend*^. 
iiid v^ Aot'adMk ymi dflbcixtes id thb' 
^omuA «iHx»'pfiM ngtiitTft Pinradife^-^ 
. Yaw kttemRs ^sii^y us tlikher. —Our 
VHJtorits «re yours -^ in your company 
Mi^ <:owage ^n not relax, and youi 
in ours, will exert your ufual vigour.. 

Then tdking I>a<5ok by the hand,. 

he enterM the fhip j the t>thers follow'd" 

in regular order. Now with the fwel- 

ling clouds, rife» the floating ftrufture. 

At firft, in meandr ing courfe, it flowly 

moves amrdft the Jhouts of the croud, 

^^Ako ftanding below,, gaze aftonifli'd. 

When high in <he air, oppofite the 

middle of the mountain, the clouds 

ruftfd towards it, and the ethereal pi^ 

Ibts fpread every fail,, while to the {hip, 

they fix wings invifible, though feen^ 

K. 6 
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by the cherubs, .the guards of Paradife ; 

. who confident of an ^y vidory, wait- 
ed their approach. Noah's fona then 
paffing along the middle part of the pa« 
radifatc mountain,, with amazement 
beheld the flying (bip^^ivhAch now foar- 

- ing appr oachi'd thf facred grovesy and he- 
raijc feats were ready to be performed, 
when die Omnipotent^ (hewing Ra- 
PHAEi^ the hoftile macbinet thus (pake. 

Sccft thou, Raphael, that veflcl 
crouded with inCernal fpirit3 and frail 
mcxxy intent to aiTault and ravage the 
Paradife I have enclosed, continuing 
on earth, the war by which they have 
forfeited Heaven* Spread my net, and 
fink them in the depth of the fea, where 
(eal'd by the ring of omnipotence, nine 
' hundred years (hall t;hey lie immers'd. 
At the fame time, God gave him th« 
j)lan of the ark, with private dirtftior^ 
(br NoAH. 
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5 ' From the celeftial arfenal Raphael 
-took the wonderous net, which at 
. once whole realms o'erfpreads, yet in 
texture more fine than the fpider's vifi- 
cid thread, efcapes even Satan^s pryj- 
ing eye. The feraph with joyful dili- 
gence^ wide fpread the fubtle fnare^ 
and in it caught the whple infernal 
troop : Kut the flight web' holds not 
the material body. Among the en-, 
fnar'd demons, was one abforh'd in 
roifery, bis. confcicnce tortur'd by an 
ever- gnawing worm, he hated Satan, 
for feducing him to revolt, and mere 
hated was. he by every fpitit of the 
abyft, for reproaching them with offcor 
five freedom on their ambitious ingrat^ 
tude againft the Etjsrnal. On na 
malignant purpofe had he vi&ted the 
earth, his InEunenfQ mifecy iblely enr 
.grofs'd his thoughts, yet aniidft his af- 
Bi<Slio§, fomc tears be is (aid to have 
dropped for man, when the arch rcbol 
exulting, reported to the affcmbly ef 
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Hell, hit AicceTsfttl wfles in Eden 
•gainft the £rft human pwr. Him en- 
tangled, the angd i«lea»'d, thMi fttt- 
ing the net,, funk tbera where the 6- 
chomlefs deep dr«iimvolvet the fouth 
-gole; 

No fooner ww the net Ipread trrer 
the atrial ihip,^ and its infernal crew,, 
than its fteerage ceafing, it over-turn- 
^, and into the fluid air, caft the gr- 
ants, who fell to the earth at the foot 
^f the mount, to which Noah wa:s 
then drawing near.. Thus, in after 
liftie, into the Icarian fea, fell the pre* 
iumptuous fon; of Dbdalus, whofe 
waxen wings were melted by thc'folar 
yays.. The camp below feeing the 
fell of the inverted flrip, fill'd the adja- 
cent region, wkh^ hideous cries and. 
^lls : but foori difpers'S in qucft of 
their fallen chiefs, whom they found 
transfix *d to the pointed peaks of rocks; 
■l5'iQg on the cedars top, or dafli d iu^ 
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pieties on the ruins of their marble^ 
'fteps, while thofc who furviv*d, wild; 
^th pain, curs'd God.^ Satan and; 
diemfelve^. Dagon had fallen near« 
Noah, hi^ Umbs were broken, and the; 
breaming blood ran from his wounds.. 
1?hHS long after fell before the ark or 
tiie covenant, the idol, that bore hts> 
tiame. Noah perceiving that the hand. 
i»f death was upon him, exhorted him,, 
in pathetic flrains, to lament his leagiie 
wifth HeH, and implore the mercy of. 
the Most High ; If thou rcnounceft 
SataN) cfy'd he,, make, fome fign'i, 
but heexbofted him in vain, and hi>. 
without a fign^ expired., 

* The giants,. o(n beholding the death^ 
of DaQok,^ pr^fented tbemfelves liefofe- 
NoaHj with fear and reverence. The 
j>rerumptuous 0$ hinifelf bow'd t» tbe 
«ftrth, and tbna fpakc fubmiffive r We- 
inuft acknowledge that thy God alone,, 
{s-fuperior to all oiiirs. He Is God of 
the mountains, and of the plains, ours 
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only below. This was decreed by Dcf- 
tiny : But alas, why did we engage m 
a conteft with the gods, who could re- 
ceive no affiflancci or harm from the 
aid of mortals ! We therefore fue tot a 
peace, between the inhabitants of the 
inacceffible mountain, and us of the 
plains. Be the mountain thine:%we 
iVill obferve the diftance from it tho\ji 
(halt prefcribe, only prgy to thy GoD 
tcr withdraw from us, and do thou thy- 
fcif return to Paradife, left we all pe- 

rifh : for His deftroying hand lies hea* 
vy on us. All we oiFer to our gods is 
the fat of goats and fwine,. with the 
blood of human vi6lims«. 

Thus fupplicated the unhappy ; and 
Noah reply'd^ The God I ferve is 
Lord, of the air, the meuntatfls and 
the plains : The God of Seth and of 
Abel, for whofe murder he punifli'd 
the unnatural Cain : He is the onij 
God, the Eternal, Almighty 
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LoK.i> of Heaven. and Earth, immuta- 
ble, and without variation, or the fiia* 
dow of change. Before the ftars were 
form'd J before even the heavenly hoft 
were brought into being. He wai fu- 
premely blcfs'd ; and felf-fufficient, 
cnjoy'd an eternity alone, and with 
one .thought penetrated through the 
ages of futurity. His all- feeing 6yc 
difcern'd every poiliBle ^eft, the con- 
fequences, relations, and proportions 
of all things. What ye call Deftiny, 
Fate, or Neceffity, and impioufly place 
above Hitn, He faw. He knew. He 
permitted. He ordained. Him, who 
gave you life and motion, the Crea* 
TOR of angels and of men — Him, 
whofe goodnefs, all his wondrous works 
proclaim, yc rejeft, and madly entreat 
to depart from you. And for whom ? 
For Satan the enemy of God and 
man. Alas ! I fee you loft, and ye 
children of death, fwallow'd up by the 
waves. The fentence you have drawn 
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vpon ycvrfdves, bjr your irapioits rt'^ 
queft* It is beard. I fear God ir 
witjidrawn from you^ and will luv 
loAger wait to be gracious.. I therefore- 
l^aftc to present myfelf before biia, that 
at the approaching deluge, I may not 
be found in your company, and periflt 
with you. Noah now returned, and^ 
tefit them to the approacbii^ vengeaacr 
pi tbe Most Hiqh^ 
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'tHE AKGUMErTr 
Raprail gives NoA« the plan of t6r 
ark, and infonn* him, that before tbm 
flood covers the earth, one dear to him 
fhali dicr Noam informs Sifha and 
MucAR of his ill foccefs, and the eertain 
deftrodtion of mankind, and at laft lets 
them know that before the flood one dear 
lo him wonld enter Heaven. They both 
kear the news with jo/, each hoping lo be 
the happy perfon. Rafhabk orders the 
giants to bring the timber for the arl^ to 
the gate of Paradife. The youths aie (hew'd 
by their brides the remarkable places in the 
apperpartof the paradifaic mount. Noah, 
SiFRA, and MiLCAR, afcend thither to 
perform a folemn a£l of devotion, whenlA- 
FHiTR,in the name of the reft^propofes to 
his father their removal to Sipha's dwel- 
ling on which Noah informs them of the 
approaching deluge. Mean-while the de« 
vout Milcah being fliewn the embalmed 
body ofMEHiTABEL, exprefTes her deiire 
to join her in the regions of the bleiTed, and 
tells Sipra's daughters of the approach- 
ing dedruAion. Noah now dividing his 
foial] company, gives them their difiierent 
employments. Ham's conjedlures on the 
procefs of the gr^at event. 
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AT the gate of Paradife, the bene- 
nevolent Raphael waited £rm 
and intrepid, while the cherubic guards^ 
fiU'd with reverence, ftood on each 
iide. Oh Noah^s approach, the fe- 
Taph, with a graceful fmik, thus ad- 
drefs'd the holy patriarch. My dc- 
fcent, O Noah, to this earth, where 
I have conversed with the degenerate 
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race of man, is fully compenfated by my 
feeing how worthy thou art of Heaven's 
^iiftinguifh'd favour. When this earth 
(hall be difTolv'd, andcover'd by an uni- 
A'erfal deluge, thou and thy family ihaU 
Jlvc.^ This, Goj>, who is Truth itfelf, 
las declared. Here is the plan of the 
ilru£lure appointed by the Most High 
for thy deliverance. Thine be the work 
.to build the ark. Its length, breadth, 
,and height 4 its three ftories ; its win- 
dows for admitting light ; its cabbins 
.and ftore-rooms are all here exprefs'd : 
The roof muft terminate in a ridge, the 
door be in the fide, and the whole thou 
ihalt carefully cover with vifcid bi(u- 
)inen. The planks and other materials 
I will procure. Food for man, beofts 
and birds, thou, not unaififted byHca^ 
even's s^ll-guiding hand,, flialt provide^ 
it being the Divine purpofe to preicrve 
^heir feveral fpecies : feven pair of the 
^kan, of the unclean only two, which 
God himfelf will caufe to enter the ark 
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«t the appi^oach of the terrible day of btt 
^wrath* That day, I fhall hereafter, 
make Jtnown to thee. But before it 
^pear&, the angel of Death will ftrike 
one dear to thine heart, who fliall joy- 
fully enter the celeftial world. Thfc 
ueye of the Almiohtv is upon thele. I 
am charge* to guide thy ftcps, iirhl ifeo^ 
invifiblej fliall be always Jiear thee in 
the feafon of diftrefs, and ihall fome- 
times appear before thee iii the humau 
^^rm. He then difmifs'dthe pafriarch, 
who involv'd in thoughts profound, 
ilowly mov'J to his dwelling. 

SiPHA and MiLCAH went out to 
meet him among the trees, which be- 
ibre his houfc, preferv'd a grateful cool- 
nefsi, and at once obfcur'd the anxiety 
that Spread furror/s on his venerabfe 
front. Noah related to them the dar- 
ing conduft of the atheiftical giants;, 
their league with Mel], their inhumaa 
facrifice, and wild attempt to enter Pa^ 



* 
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^radife, with their dreadful fall : the ob- 
4uracy of tbe|>eople which left no room 
for the mercy of the Most High, who 
iiad therefore fenteac'd to deftru^tion^ 
all the kindreds of mankind, except 
^bofe who found refuge in the ark, the 
conftru&ion of which was contriv*d bj 
flim who poiz'd the earth on its centf e» 
and gave luftre to the fun and ftars. 

With pale difmajr and trembling 
borror, they heard him mention thofe 
fin9y which rifing from the depth of 
Hell, rais'd their afpiring heads to Hea- 
rten. SiPHA at length recovering from 
bis dumb amazement, cry^d, O Divine 
patience, how wcnderful doft thou ap- 
pear ! An hundred years refpite has 
been given to thefe abandon'd finners ; 
and thy perfuadve voice, O Noah, has 
aflaird their hearts in vain ! With mad 
phrenzy have they oppos'd the dicStates 
of heavenly truth. Now to the obdu- 
rate, God holds out tbe cup of wrath. 



/■ 
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and all hope., is (Jeparted fro;n th.nn. 
But ihould any.ilil turn from the path 
of^vicc, hear His gracious call, and im- 
plore His mercy. He will furelyliften to 
the voice of their repentance : He hears 
amidft the bellowing ftorm ; is prefent 
amidd the tumultuous waves, and His 
hand reaches to the depth of the abyfs. 
Prais'd be the Most High, who dc- 
firoys, and who faves ; when the wa- 
ters Ihall roll over the wicked, thou 
and thy family, fliall fleep in peace and 
fafety. 

Noah, obfervingwitk pleafure, that 
the minds of Sipha, and Milcah 
were compos'd and refign'd, proceeded 
to make known the conclufion of th^ 
angel's difcourfe, that before the deluge, 
death would deprive him of a dear re- 
lation, who ihould be removed to the 
feat of endlefs joy. ^ This they both 
lieard with pleas'd ,ferenity, each wifli- 
ing to be the happy perfgn. Could I 
Vol. I. L 
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fatd MiLCAH, while confinM within 
the ark's narrow fpkce, amidft the how- 
ling tempeft, and the roaring wave^ 
find full confolation and delight in die 
company of my telov'd Noah, and no 
left belov*d childftn -* could I, un- 
JnovM, hear the impetuoas forge beat 
againft its fides^ and fee the floating 
bodies df my Wlow creatures all around, 
yet would thoft days be to ihe fuper* 
lluous. Alas ! what Altitary counifels, 
what fortitude, can fechale weaknefs 
infpire ? The day of wrath requires an 
elevated foul, and ali the Jong expert- 
tnc'A virtues of the pious Sip ha* 
Pleas'd fhall I lay doWn my lefs im- 
portant life to purchafe for Noah that 
valuable friend, of whom he, during 
fttcceflive ages, has been deprived. 

No, reply^d 8i^ha, the preference 
t>t death i$ due to me, who have lon|; 
fince loft the half of my life, my dear 
M^Htt AB£U She calls me, and aiks. 
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why diis. long ithyi 1 dm on the 
^arth, like a tree, one fide of which is 
tlead : But ftould death lay his wither- 
ing hands on the good Noah's other 
felf, he then,like me, would be but half 
dive. On my death, my daughters 
will enjoy another father in NOAfi ; 
t»ut MiLCA)^^ ihould'ft the^i die« 
where. Oh whet^ will they fiftd ano- 
ther mother, tenderly to aflift them il> 
the hour of child-birth ? amidft this 
terrors of the day of wradi thy chWir- 
itig affe£liea will fmooth the wrjnk]^ 
on Noah's brow, and diffU(^ tranquil 
lity through his agitated ipul. \»oi^^ 
)iave I tn^d the earth, and deadi witt 
not rob n^ of the fprightly yetrs of 
youth. Hi$ darts' bare flown. rarouni 
me; bis gaping pit liav^ I lcent.:a&d 
imdifmay'd iookM down into ^ast dreai 
ahyft. I ^ 

Thus they aflei^ionately contended, 
n^ik NoAH> mdted at eke ^ught, 

L2 
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that foon the wife of his bofom, or his 
bcifom friend, would no longer greet 
hk Ibngrng eyes. But recolled^ing, 
that whether death dcprivM him of his 
wife or friend, the blefs'd fpirit would 
go to Lamech's embrace, in the fields 
df 9ight^ and enjoy the raptures that rife 
in the' pfefencc of the Most High, his 
foul rofe above its fi#ft affliftive emo- 
1iii)n&, ' and he thus fpake : 

i Which ever of the two. Death with 
kis l^i&^vt dart (hall ftrike, to me it will 
be' 'a hfeart- piercing ftroke. I lofe 
JElithet the feireft flower of heaveri-bprn 
fHendfiiipV or her to whom I owe the 
deHght;of itiy life, which, without her 
isJ'Vawity .'find trouble— her who has 
•Wrne ^nke'i cbiMretiy ^bofe endearing 
4CCfniErarlb,*^^d has been my compainion 
through a long feries of years. Were I 
to attempt to choofe which fhould leave 
,jneV on. whom could I fix my choice ? 
My jbe9rt fhuddering recoils at the lo£i 
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of either, nor could I ever choofo wkich 
ihould leave me. Neither, my belov'd, 
do ye prefume to choofity let the choice 
be refer'd to Him who is moft wifcj 
allrmerciful and grscto^s. It is bur 
duty ta.acquiefce in his will. If* he 
would havt us ftay longer on earth, kt 
usjubmitwkh patient refignation, ahJ 
on his calling us heiscd, to jr more cn^ 
sited ftate with our fadiers, in tAe 
bliftful regions of Heaven,^ kt us re* 
}oice in our removal. - * 

Raphael had defcended into the 
plain, where, feated by a river fide, he 
found two men of enormous fti*cngth 
and ftature, equally diftingui(h*d by 
their favage impiety. Their difcourfe 
turn'd on their defeat. With indigna- 
tion they pour*d forth their execriatioits 
a^ainft Deftiny, the "god they aidor'di 
as being regardlefe of courage, and un-* 
grateful to merit; equally* venting their 
^blafphemies againft the MoSr'HicWf 
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One of tb«ft WIS Gog, who had 



lip hit band againft Noah, the other 
PxjtBs, bis companiofi, who was fa* 
nous lor encountering the lion. Both 
had beej» in. die flitp, Mid in falling 
fironk ft, aw^d dbeir prcfervation to the 
dapthof a rivo^^ into which d»ey fc}k 
The divine meffengei appvoacb'^d theik 
wsihottt acijr of dut awe aoii doead ib 
pteaiing to that formidable race; Ifcre 
ye fttU her e^ £aid the. angri. He whofo 
degree binds Deftiay^ your feafidels 
idol, commands thee Goe, and the 
jreft of AcoLAMtx^CB's fordid: ikves^ 
ISO. carry to the gate of Paradvfe, a hua* 
died: beams and three hundred fiiwif 
ptenJcs of the ftraiteft Gopher wood,, 
all well planed* Let me fee no delay;. 
for Aould the l3^ murmur efcape 
you, I'li fplit m oak, and durkig thxtto 
^iys» keep ye confin'd wtd&is its knotty 
centre. The giants trembling, fiip- 
plicated pardon, and fear prodftc'd 
vaady obedience* In the gimts ma^a^ 
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zincy wat at that time great ftore of 
beams, and planks fitted for various 
military u&s. Qf the loageft of tbefc^ 
Gog, Pires, and others of the gii- 
gantic race took the number requir'd^ 
and without a frown or murmur^ carr 
iry'd them on their ihoulders ta thr 
«at?^ 

I9 the ^an time Noajp'i fcnfviK 
fited the plaim coo/eei^ted by the prer 
jfeace of the firft humfla pair, while U 
Ae ftsite of inoocence. Cloft by tht 
delightful gaifden which. «iicQimpaifs'i 
Sipha's 9iaii$o9, was » lake clear a^ 
fhe vaulted flcy, formed by a lofty Cftfr 
cade, which pour'd its waters in tranfi- 
lucent flieets from the marble clii&» 
with a pleafing rapidky. and thea 
^ead over dM land between banks of 
^grant Ihrub8» zfid ever^blorniing 
flbw^ers. As they were walkiifg^ on iSmt 
banks^ Kjsrinhapvch, ebfifry'4, 
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« 

that it was here Eve firft faw her 
beauteous form, and enraptiir'd at the 
Jove)y* inbage, ftretch'd out her arms 
to embrace it ; but ihc fair fliadow 
•flying from her embrace^ ihe cla(p*d 
only the yielding water, and the lovely 
tppearance vaniih'd with its agitated 
furface: but this deluilon was -foo^ 
fucceeded by a pleafing reality; ihe 
being kd by an invifibk giiide, where 
no deceptive fliadow was prefentcd; 
but man of whom fhe was form'd, who, 
«inder thofe lofty palm trees^ waited td 
embrace her. Though (he thought 
him lefs loVely than the fair watry 
image, hl» manly graces ftole into her 
heart. She lov'd. — Do,ubtlefs inter- 
rupted Ham, ihe lovM him above all 
except the fweet (hadowy form, which 
on her attempting to touch had fo de- 
^eiv'd her.. Happy would it have been, 
bad he been not worfe deceiv'd by the 
beauty: of the fnir original ! . ' 






/ 
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Tovfrards the fouth end oF the liqwd 
expand, where it was bordcrM by a 
grove of myrtles, was a ftill more de*- 
lightful fpot, where flexible branches of 
various growth interweaving, form'd a 
jdelightful bower for Adam. In this 
place, faid Thamar to her fpoufe, the 
firft man, when rifing compleat from 
his C R E A T o r's forming hand, 
found himfclf rcclin'd on a flowery 
couch, and firfl: became fcnjible of hfs 
cxiftence. Leaping up, and fmiling 
with joy, he there firfi: offered up his 
grateful praife to his all gracious Cre- 
ator. The Divine Being, who 
implanted his high raised faculties, and 
all his noHe mental powers, obferv'd 
his inexprefllble raptures, when form*d 
from inanimate clay, he firft felt him- 
felf warm with vital heat, and capable 
of motion, * Admiring he views the am- 
ple azure vault, the world's refulgent 
eye, the trees, flirubs and plants k)ad- 
cd with blufliing fruit, and every glow- 
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iog flower. Joyful he hr€aj2ie& the fra« 
grant air, aad widi hi« firft accents 
haiU heaven and earthy and trees and 
flowers He pattTes, be thinks-^diis^ 
€>B the hand Divinb which had fon»*d 
him thusp. and of him wonderiog afts 
the (ky» the earth and trees. Theft 
his gractouft Creator condefcended 
to appear before him, and with him to 

hold difcourft^ giving him the lawy. by 
which only one tree of the garden was. 
forbidden^ of all eUe declaring him the 
juft proprietorc The breath of the 
ItfOitp imparted fuperior purity to the 
falubrious air, while he caU'd the ani-- 
mals before hkn,. to pay him fubjec- . 
tion, and from him to receive their 
names. When feeing none among the 
numerous tribes that afforded themeans 
of fweet intercourfe of ibuJ, he made . 
known his want, and bounteoufly was. 
that want fupplyM^ when waking from 
his firft lleep, he faw before him, the 
beauteous mother of the human race y 
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aod» traufportedy led bar to Ae nuptitl 
bower. 

NoAii's faoEuly, With revtecuce trod 
die iaered place, atid Icneeling prais*d 
the DiviHB benignity^ which after 
cf^eating the flaomig fevsqpby and the 
bright chentb, with all the radiant hoft 
of H^ven, ceas'd not, but form'd man, 
eardily, yet half dtYine,' refemblini; 
tbois bright fpirits of heavenly birth i 
and whan incautious he disfigur'd the 
image of his great X^rbator, bounte* 
oufiy fenew'd that image in him. They 
then penfive, mov'd towards the en- 
trance of the bower, the fides of which 
were once composed of fpicy fhfubs, in- 
tcrmixM with the iris, the rofe and jef- 
&mine, while the floor was inlaid with 
the violet^ crocus, and hyacinth. But 
after the fall of guilty man, thcf fra* 
grant (hrubs loft their odours, th'e iris,, 
rofe and jeffamine, fhec} their vivid" 
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- leaves, and the violet and crocus,, wi- 
thcr'd • 

Beyond the plain arofe in gentle 
flope, a walk of flately cedars, winding 
round a lofty eminence. Hand in 
hand, through the umhragcous afcent, 
the lovely couples flowly walk'd. Here 
no proje£kuig buih intruded on the 
path. The fummit opcn'd to them a 
/inall level plain, adorn'd with dwarf 
ibrubs and treeis, the orange, the ci- 
tron and cinnamon^ with many others 
difFufing odours all around, from flow/- 
crs and fruit ever blooming and ^ever 
ripe. Here with extream delight they 
view'd the Jovely garden below, more 
beauteous than the moft elegant tapef- 
try: while tirds of various feather, 
ting'd with fca^lct, blue, green, and 
gold, in wanton circles flew over their 
heads, as if pleas'd that the vary'd 
luftre of their plumage was view'd by 
' man. In the c^tie of this inchanting 
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fpot, high above thfc fhrubs, tw<>- tc^s 
rearM tjieir towering heads, but were 
blafted, bare of leaves and fruit, while 
every other vegetable appeared gay, and 
fmird with unfading beauties. Thi*, 
faid Deborah, pointing to one, once 
prodiic'd ambroiial fruity which im- 
parted an incefliant -flow of immortal 
activity ; but the fruit of the other was 
ftill more precioud, it enjarging the 
mental powers, fitting therti for fublime 
contemplation, and profound refearches 
after knowledge. ^Botb were planted 
for the ufe of mart, had he not ^^'ith 
prcfumptuous difobedience pluck'd the 
latter before the all-wife Creator 
had revok'd his ftridit and awful pro* 
hibition. On this: trcfpafs, the Al- 
mighty curs'd both the trees, and no 
fcion of thefe has ever puofper'd on 
hill or plain. 

Ham reply'd, wherewasADAM's fub- 
lime underftanding, when meanly yield* 



«$a N O .4 H. Bock VI. 

mg to female beauty, he, contrary to his 
better knowledge, and -regardlefe of the 
tremendous comniand of his great Cr£^ 
ATOtLf ate of the forbidden tree. Is 
die mind of man fi> prone to bend 
l» her who is bone of his booe? 
While he was 4>^akiRg he faw two 
ierpents Aiding in mazy volumes thro' 
the herbage, oa ^hich he refum'd, 
iuch perhaps was the difguife Satav 
alliim'd to convey his too fuccefsful 
temptations.. Araidft all their vivid 
cdours, how hatefiil b the fight of thefe 
tools of infernal malice, to ruin Eve. 
How unhappy was it that female beau- 
ty concurred in the deceit ! 

Thamar with conscious ihame^ 
hieard the reproach, and thus rcpl/d.^ 
Alas ! Eve,, by her tranfgcetf&on, has; 
diOionour'd the female fex, and Adam 
thine. Diifficult is it to conceive how 
both, abandoning wifdom and their 
duty to their g^cious Creator^ 
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^BkhiU t^iis fmk into guile and error. 
Adam's tnefpstfii admits of no defence^ 
jBuiciiik£i does tbot of £vb. Man ia 

the fttll tide of ptffion loft, finn'd 
jgainfl bis Maker ; but woman^ 
with cooipefs and calm deiiberation.. 
Eve was dccciv'd by the ferpent utter- 
ing human (peecb, and the poor forg'd 
tafe, by which he acquired voice and 
rcafon ; weak pretence ! how abfurd 
the hx^pe of becoming equal to the 
O ivtN I P o T 1 N T ! her pride, he¥ 
raflinefs in parlyJng with Satan, who 
feafon'd his fallacious reafonings with: 
praifes of her beauty, was alfo highly 
criminaL Grief for her .deftrudlion? 
diforder'd AoAM^is reafbiiy and thus be 
zUo fell. The ftory my mother often- 
told us, and if it be agreeable to you 
my dear broth^-s, we will feat our- 
- •felves under thefe beautiful quince- 
trees, while I repeat the melanchollj;' 
tale. 
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Ham and his brothers Iqng'd to hear 
from Thamar's eloquent lips, the im- 
portant hiftory of Adam's unhappy fall, 
and all fitting down in the refrefiiing 
ihade, eiitreated her to proceed, or 
which ihs thus began, 

Adam, no fooner heard Eve's fatal 
trelpafs, than he flood amaz'd, Z8 if 
ftruck by the wing'd lightning j chill 
horror ran through all his veins, the 
florid carnation of his cheeks was loft 
in ghaftly pal^nefs, and from his relax'd 
fingers fell a chaplet he had wreath'd 
for Eve, and every flower, wither'd in 
the fall. At length recovering fpec^ch, 
he thus with plaintive voice, gave vent 
to his inward anguifli : O faireft, laft 
and beft of all God's works^ excelling 
all that can be form'd to pleafe the fight, 
and glad the heart — all that is fweet, 
lovely and divine I how fuddenly art 
thou fallen and loft, and now become 
the prey of death ! How haft thou fliut 
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thine eye againft Heaven's great com- 
mand ! and how prcfum'd, with un- 
holy hand, to touch the facred fruit for- 
bidden ? Thee has fome enemy, with 
c'urft fraud beguil'd ; but God preferve 
me from being loft with thee. Shall I, 
who from the Most High have re- 
ceiv'd fo many bleffings, tranfgrefs His 
juft conimand ? this would be drawing 
on myfelf the threatened puniflimcnti 
without removing thine. No, I will 
ftill perfevere, in my duty to Him — 
Him will I ftill love and reverence ; 
thus fliall I retain the Divine favour, 
and may intreatiny gracious Creator, 
that whatever be this threatned death, 
it may not wholly fall on thee, at leaft 
I may obtain thee a long refpite. My 
fuppliani voice Ihall be inceflantly 
heard at th0 gate of mercy, till it ii 
open'd-; and ttiou, if tholi canft fecond 
my petition -^ But, alas ! I fear thou 
can'ft not pray 5 for already t perceive 
that taftidg the fruit has diforder'd thy 
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mind, and AU'd th«e with v^in idea« of 
cquallij^g the high inbtbitap:it« of Hea^ 
vcau 

Thus he fpake, with torturing per- 
tnrbatbns fAVii when Eve with a 
logic and auitude of coniidenct, foiling 
anfwtr'd. Why, O Adam ! art thou? 
£0 tunorpiu i ^U fear, fo natural to a 
manly heart, thax it (brinlet aX the 
jiam^ of death, unknowing what it 
means ; perhapa only an ideal ill Mf 
we are immortal',, a^ immortal we are 
formed, we fhall douhtlefi fo remain* 

What creature can deftroy what GoDi 
has made immortal. What then ]9< 
4eat;h ? Lqueftion whether the Crea* 
TOR himfeif can" deftroy ^idiat he has 
created to live ft^rever $. and if he can^ 
ill would it becomie him to change hit 
purpofe. But perhaps the foul alone 
i^ immortal, while the body is perifii* 
able, and will return to its original 
4»{k. If then the kul,. the oohleft 
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t 

part of our frame, remain immortal, 
of little conrequence is the body's 
death. From the tafte of a fruit (a 
beautiful, fo exquifite to the tafte and 
fmell, no evil can arife; for only good 
IS' produc'd from good. Could I ap- 
prehend that the threaten'd death, what- 
ever it be, would be the confequence 
of my taffrng it, I would fuifer it alone 
and rather die delerted, than perfuade 
thee to do an adl; perjiicious to thy 
^eacej bi^t far otherwife do I feel the 
event, not death^* but improv'd life,^ 
open eyes, new joys, and tafte fo divine,, 
that what was fweet before feems flat 

:and harfli to this.. Come then, O 

^ ' , 

Adam? rely on my experienc^e, joy- 
fully tafte this fruit fublime, and fufFer 
not the fear of death to (hake thy 
manly heart. 

Eve fafcinated by the delicioua 

. fruit fancy M flit fpake with the voice 

o? truths but here it overpowci'd her 



236 NOAH. BaoK VL 

viul fpirits. More ftie would have 
faid, but the words dy'd upon her fal- 
tering tongue. Her lucent eyes became 
,depriv'd of fight, her cheeks, on which 
the rofes flouri/b'd, were overfprcad 
with a mortal palenefs, and a dewy 
fweat diftill'd from every pore. She 
breath'd convulfive, life crept to its in- 
moft feat, and deprived of ftrength, (he 
fell fenfelefs at Adam's feet. 

Adam, feeing his beIov*d Eve Iir 
pale and motionlefs, threw himfelf by 
her on the ground ; fili'd with horror 
and deep diftrefs, his blood ran back to 
his heart, he fwoon'd, and lay like her 
he mourned, tfll recovering fpeech, he 
thus cxclaim'd* 

Accurfed deed! — how dreadful itsef- 
fe£t ! — this isDeath! — howclofely it fol- 
lows guilt! — Death, I have now feen; 
tut how dreadfuF the fight ! How horrible 
to feel f Yet why do I only fay 1 have 
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fecn it? no fmall part of.it I: feel. 
There (he lies . who /prung from my 
fide, my fl^fli^ my bone. With her 
then dies a part of me,^-nl therefore 
feel her death. How can I without 
her live ! how bear the lofs of her my 
dear , companion ! — of her attraftive 
fmiles! — of the mild luftre of her eyes! 
—of her mellifluous convcffe! iball I 
roam forlorn amidft thefe folitary groves? 
What lonely days ^ are fallen to me ! 
What a gloom already covers every 
obje^ft ! - My fight fails me. Then fi- 
lent, he with dizzy eyes, drew nearer 
and embrac'd the belov'd of his heart. 
The Divine breath, the breath of Jife, 
■faid he, is fled. Already her pulfe forgets 
to beat. God, 'tis true, may of another 

rib, create another EvE,yet thefirft would 
lie neareft my heart — her muft I la- 
ment. — Ever will her lofs, like the 
weight of a mountain p-refs me down ! 
A life under the burthen of affliftion, 
is worfe than death \ for death, I fee, is 
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« fudden evil ; but the lofe of my Eve, 
is a tontinu d never ending death. — 
Yet ft is in my povirer to ftioitcn it ! 
for eating the fruit will bring on death, 
and end my wpc« Why then do I 
ftill endure fuch anguiOi? Shall I 
ftill dread the frtiit that will unite 
me to her, who Is one flefh with me, 
and from whom I cannot part. In her 
fall, I alfo will fall, and fearlefs follow 
where flie has led the way. If her 
hody alone be dead, the fame will be 
my death, and if the foul furvivcs, 
mine Ihall go in fearcfa of hets. 

Thus framic with grief, he fciz'd 
the fruit Ihe ftill held in her hand, and 
with the wretched hope of putting aA 
end to his mrfery, in lofing her, rafh- 
ly ate the fruit, the fource of all hb 
forrow. 

Ham and his brethren lent tax atten* 
tive ear to Thamar's words, and laid 
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them up in their minds. Deborah^ 
after a Ibort paufe, with a looicof feve« 
rit]r» refum'd) How foolifh, how abomi* 
Aable was the crime of both, and fuch 
it muft ever be^ when human beings 
wilfully violate the Divine commands. 
On their recovery, foon were they £cn^ 
iible of their guilt, which ^mbittcr'd 
the comforts of their future lives. Yet 
how exuberant Was the gotddnefs of the 
great Creator, in the punifliment of 
this dreadful apoftacyf I can hardly 
grieve at the commiffion of this offence, 
fince without it, we might never have 
fo fully known the heighth and depth 
•of that mercy which exceeds bur highcft 
thoughts. 

, They novT fofe, and leaving the 
^rove, faw at a fmall d?ftancc, a tree 
of whofc broad land foft leaves, they 
were told our firft parents made a co- 
vering, to hide their fhame. Vaih 
covering, faid Shem, where man b not 
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cloeth'd by virtue, ytt o^eri virtue it- 
felf cannot entirely hide the dilgrace of 
the fall, unleft the Div^fne Spirit adds 
celdiial attire. They now came in 
fight of ft clofe thicket on the north fide 
of the mount, to which our firft parents 
fled, in order to avoid the, prefcnce of 
thje Lord; but at His terrific call 
cjirfie forth. There, on twiftcd pillars, 
Wa^ra^la'd a marble altar adorn'd with 
exqujf^te fculpture, and built by (he 
devout SiPHA, on the fpot where the 
SoyEHEiGN JuPGB appear' J,* when the 
two finnqrs (landing before Him, He 
fentenc^d them botli; to death; but at 
the fame time, gracioufly promis»d a 
Deliverer, who fhould deftroy fin, 
and triumph over the grave. Imme- 
diately the fons of Noah,, with their 
.^ives, gathering fpices and fragrant 
wood placM them on the ^Itar, and 
burnt them as an offering to the- graci- 
ous Judge, which the piety of the 
worfhippers render'd acceptable. 
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During tW (oltmn Hte» Shem> full 
of faicb, thus addr^fs'd the lovdy De- 
BORAH, My bcft beFov'd, how^ blcfe'd, 
wouldftthou be, and with what facred 
joy {haii I regard thee, fiiould the pro* ' 
xnis'd feed that is to bruife the infernal, 
ferpeht's head, defcend into thy womb! 
then thou, rather than the iir^.of wo- 
men, wih defervOithe title of the mo^ 
ther of men, as man will live by hint 
whom thou fhalt hcskt ! > > v 

Thus the fifters led their hufbands - 
through th^ facred places, pointed 6ut 
to them by SiPHA, their pious father. 
He, inftrudied by an langel, as I by 
Sion's mufe, whio o'er my (bng pre- 
fides, and lately (hew*d them to Mil- 
Ton, clear figh ted: bard.. 

s i. 

From this erainencej^ their con^pre-,, 
t>enfive eye beheld, pptent ftates, and 
ftreams renown'd : Tfce realms of A- . 
ram and Aflur, the gently flowing Pe- ' 

Vol. I. M 
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rat «ifil i^pid HidaM* While rorfAg 
over t1l« llridtf tictettddl pfofytSty they 
wifl^ ' ttifttti^raerf t &Mr die jSytng fliip^ 
in which was DAaofC send the iMerAal 
crew^ cbejr aUb behelA it ovettum'd 
atnd the gMMiu fall^ 

Unanxioufl at tfaeunequal war which 
Hell had prefiim'^ to carry cm ag^ii^ft 
the Paradifis of God,, and confidi&g 'm 
the Divine prote£ltoa^ the^ now caliii^ 
ly proceeded to the good Sipha's 
dweUil^ in ordtt to lay before their 
fatheiT thsir joint rdqutft^ that he would 
allow then to etxchangQ the lower 
codntry for that of Si^ha, which 
was far DiOr& delightful and ia^itlng. 

Japheth alohe. rbmaiiiM behind. 
He had been inform'd by Sipha, that 
OR At bighefi:' peak 6f the iti<)tintain 
were plants and animak In bis tower 
native clime ttnitiiowh. To view them 
be with vigorous ftep afcends the fteep^ 
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tfitt.himftlf, vi^ite with rime^ htie^ 
fcries fields and ti«es glittering witk the^ 
fAvnt fiitments of the froih He fees^ 
but fcarce can credit his eyes, dripping 
\mttr Ifarden'd into fhining ftooe. He 
ftelt the imuittai impreffions of piercing 
cdd^ and under the fheltering pine 
perceives the hnoad^orn'd dk^ the 
bdar and fable, dad in warmeft fur t 
The reindeer, ikipping on the pendant 
j'ocks, and browling on the ftort mois^ 
with many others, that with flow pace 
adi^ancing^ fawn'd upon him. For^ ia 
Paradilb) the becifia, yet ftrafrgecsi to 
ttctbj retained their original dociKty, 
and chough they fometinies oiade wat 
on each othor, were friendly to ivHm» 
With the nfiog morn^ JiiFHETH do* 
fcondcd on. his retursi. MesHi while 
KsRENHAPUCH Waited for hw lA the 
garden, asid before tbe lucid otbrhad 
reached her meridmi he^fat, ihe with 
Joy pcrcciv'd the adventuroas yojuth de- 
icending^^ 

M 2 
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The c^ifiiing morn faw Thamar • 
employ'* in her garden^ gaiheritig ana- i 
nas and ot.xr of the richeft fruit, jn a 
balket form'd of flcnder canes. She was 
there Join'd by Noah, Sipha, and 
MiLCAH, who came by the ^aftcrn fide 
into the raodntain, to perforiii, before 
they began the ark, a folemn a<a of de- 
votion, among the trees, where God 
had promis'd a Redeemer from fin. 
On feeing them enter the outer court 
of Sifha's dwelling, new joys were 
difFas'^d tbrbiigh the minds of tbrir 
children^ iJtoin die hope that.NoAH was 
come- to fcfide there with his friend. 
On entering the houfe, he. feated him- 
felf with Sipha, and around them the 
yooths fto<>d refpeafu), whUe Mii.- 
CAKr^ti*'d1withthfefifters,rinto an in- 
ner r66*ii' ^here was prcferv'd die in-, 
animatfe ^body of MimrA^tu Ja- 
PHETHhad the honour of being ap- 
pointed to fpeak for the reft, and thus 
made known their joint requeft. 
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My dear father, if we are not de- 
ceived by our ardent wifhes, thou haft 
been brought ^y the fame thoughts, 
ive entertain of this delightful fpot, 
iirhich enjoys a more balmy air* and 
offers a more luxuriant plenty of fruity 
-flowers anc| plants for food, than our 
lower region* This is the pleafing 
native place of our wive^, and to U 
they are accuftom'd. It -has beAdos 
been frequently fandlify'd by the diving 
prefcnce, of which there are many vet- 
tiges, and particularly the place where 
cur gracious God promised a R€D££«> 
M£R« If thy mind, O Father, qqx^ 
^efponds with ours, thou baft left (hy 
Jower habitation to dwell in this n^idr 
<lle part pf the mountain, fo favour'd 
of Heaven, and fo abounding with beau* 
ties* The goodnefs of the Most High 
has laid ope;i to us its v)K>le extents 
and. His alir^ighty power haSt juft pro* 
t^ed u& from the aiTauIts ofH^l. . 
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The pttriafch infwer'd, O fens of 
4h€ duft of moital Noah, your 
thoughts arife irom the aUuremefits 
of this «Dchanting country^ and my 
4lcfir«s womM be the fame, were notour 
Ikte conne^d wkh ihttof the whole 
Ihimten race> out Idndted. We aio 
•fily fcptf ttcd from the irfwbitants of 
Ihe ciith, not from i&e earth itMr% 
lor in the fame world we all five and 
move s and I mnft now reveal to yon 
that in the nnerfing eye of the Str* 
PHEME Judge, man,, unhappy man, is 
ripe for dcftruftion r vii nations and 
tribes ftall pcrifli by a deluge that ftaH 
•rerflow this whole terraqueous globe. 
All nwnkind fliall be made to drmk; 
the cup of the Diriiie wratfe, for they 
Ifcare de(pis*d the couacil of the Lori> ;, 
•fid, ebftinate in rice, hare refolv'd 
ftil! to provoke hm by their crimes^ 
Twice, nay thrice bas Gob, with 
loud Toice, catfd them to repentance,, 
that they might turn from their evU 
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wajffs, and livt. The ipirft Df Go»r 
so longer ftriwe with thofe Mrho macUjfV 
piungiitg inco fin, ct>ntinue lofiight bis 
m^r€7,:aiidihut ^ir heaits againft the: 
•ff^s'of His gpskct. A fintftl^irt ^ t^MK 
ptmiikmem muflr AetftHbritf Klighr (Mt 
*», tlMMigh In bur favbUr, tSife^Mbit 
Hit^M oondeTccftd* to turn alHc' the 
Movr. Hcntt6, tirhch aH Kfif fcalPbfe' 
extingtiift'd, when the dektg« liWiich 
God fhallptAir forth, ihafl fWalfcwtj^ 
the race of man, this Paradife, planted 
by* the almighty Creator's hand,' 
Aiall'alfo pcrttti In the waters. Its vtr-^ 
Aire and lovely bloom (hall ftdekway,' 
its kM bafe diflblve, and though rais'^d' 
to fuch a ftupendons height, its fer- 
tile foil fhrfl be confounded with the" 
coarfer dods of the pSiin. Amidft all 
this general deftraAion, O my fons^, 
the Eteritai. "TfiHgfacToufty tcmem- 
ber mercfy ; and though, whihi cont- 
par'd with Ifis infinitude, we art left 
than nothing, fuch favour wfllht fcew 

M 4 
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(• U9)' that you ihall givb birth to a- 
TSice of men, who from age to age, 
ihall inhabit the earth, that fliall e- 
ntrge from the deluge. Cany.ou^O 
mf lorn I conceive iii itii full cxtenf^ 
the bbnour confer'd on yo«, that in this 
genersil cataftropbe of natvre, you ihaU 
be 4 preftxv'd as the feeds of the human 
Jace? To yon all nations fliall owe 
their origin, and own ]^ou Ef the pa*^ 
triarcbs from whence t^ey iprang., 
From you the righteous t>f the future 
earth, the faints, the prieils and the 
prophets of the Lord^ ^all deriye their 
mortal frame. Rejoice, O, my Ibns 
for the Mediator of falvatipn and 
his holy companions^ ihall one day 
from your life, receive life- For you 
Nature herfelf ihall revive, and the 
animals ihall, with you be fav'd from 
deftru&lon, to continue the ipeciea 
that none of the various clafTes, which 
fo woi)derfully difplay the wifdom of 
the Creator, may be lofl. An an- 
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gel, by the ordci of the. Almighty,^ 
hasr brought me the 'plan of a ftrudure,* 
ii; whkby under this protection, man 
and animals will remain in &fety amidft 
the general defolation ; and when the 
waters are fubfided, (hall ilep fbfth on 
the renew'd earth. It muft now be 
our care, with quick difpatch, to corn- 
pleat the buiidiVig, left we be furpriz'd 
by the day of wrath. Sipma and I^ 
are going to worJhip at the altar of 
judgment 5 in t^e mean while do you, 
in the;fofteft and moft gentle terms, 
intimate thefe dreadful tydings to your 
w;ives ; and O ye, w horn the impend* 
ing wrath now fpares 5 ye, who are to 
be the primary inhabitants of the future 
^arch, learn righteoufnefi, and with 
humility, gratitude knd love, adore the 
hoKt>^ your preierver, ' 

With trembling hearts, they heard 
the dreadful news ; yet a ray of confo^ 
ktiJOtt darted thi^ough their- fouls, ' at 

Ms 
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hearing the f romife of their deliver^ 
ance ixnA tfaetbreatenVl Aboi^ and tlie 
amaxiag profpe^ that open'd on their 
aftonifli'd miods. They remaifiM fi* 
\eaat ; for no words could exprefs their 
fiu'prtzc at thefis nBexpeSttd tydiri^> 
and reverence ftUrd their ridng doubts. 

Duim% this diicourfe^ the daugfaw 
tert of SiPHA rcnuijiM ia the inner 
irooQiy with MiLCAH, where was kept 
Mchitabel's loaAinate clay, ib well 
t^balm'd* thai MitCAH again knew 
fAie features of her lilele& £aoe» and 
kiifing it, ccy'd. What a dubious jq^- 
fcaranee does this onoe dear zmmMfd 
ferm now OEudce ! How fuUkne wese her 
fhought^ ! bo^ fweet the lefTom of 
truth, that Bov/d fnosii theft Ufis ! Her 
>death renders itie f:)p^j: ^^quniiited 
with death, and gives me a friendly in* 
ttmAtioa of ths «ear .a|)^^itoach -tf my 
OWA diflbluti^n ; methMcs Ae calls lo 
lye^ aM war«5 mc lo pre|)«ic for libat 
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loltmn change aji^int^d for a}l the 
living. How powerfully, thou once 
dear form, fpeaks thy filent admoni- 
tion F Shall I ftight thy ll^, thine af- 
Ibf^ofMte entreaty, and the angel of 
death find me unprepftr'd I No, my 
foul fhalt pttrme her wings, and pre* 
pare to Ay to a wof Id of purer joy«^ 
and more refinM delight. Thu«, from 
her Wef»*d friend's deccafe, MilcaiI 
leaped heavenly frutt ; undifmity'd, and 
hot averfe to fix her tbotightfi on that; 
hour, which to thofe ih the fowling 
days of eafe and aftuence, appear* ft) ter-i 
riblc. Few, m thefe late giddy timea^ 
thus improve the death of a helpv'd 
friend, into a leffon of the tnieft wit 
dom. Yet fuch fruit was with full 
hands gathered hy the Bdttfh hard, 
when in the midnight gloom, and hi 
the lonely cemetery, filent as the realms^ 
of death, he adventurous feng Phi* 
LANDER dead, and from if* deccafe^ 

M 6 . • 
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karn*d. tp ^itb<ira\v his heart from, 
^arth.. 

The devout Milcah, after a (hort 
paufe, jefum'd. Thick ihades here, 
conceal the important truths that fui 
ba3 retider'd all the fons of earth fub-^ 
J0(ft to death*. The Almiohty or- 
dain*d that, death fhould ftrike us fing- 
ly, in O^apes and forms innumerable^, 
(hat we might not die unwarn'd, un- 
prqpar!^ } but feeing the frailty of ouc 
predeceflors, might learn to die. Now 
the crimes of mankind cry aloud foe 
vengeance^ and my Noah, has in the 
jhfeighbouring plains, beheld thofe of 
the blacked dyc» The Divine cle- 
niency c^n no longer bear with the fms 
of .t^ie people,, and zn angel of the 
^OR^ has inform'd hinj, that deftruc- 
tipn fliall. come upon them, and over- 
(pread the wljole earih. Yet, O my 
diuightcrs, his family fhall be preferv'd, 
that from you may proceed a better 
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jface of men j but the earth and every 
iiving creature that moyes up<J>n it'&aU 
perifli by a deluge of water ; ev^n. the 
earth itfelffliall he diflbly'd^j'ts band^ 
ftiall be loofen'd, and the fountains of 
the deep broken up* Acknpwlcdge, 
Q my childrcny the gopdii^f? of the 
Lord, and rejoice, in his-grape^ wbicb 
amidft the general ruin, vifita you with 
ciercy^ - 

Tho' MitCAH fpoke with fbothing 
mildneis^ and end^avour'd to mingle 
the dreadful news with, ihe* healing 
balm of comfort > yet their ears fecm'd 
ftunn'd, and the teiurars. of the Lora 
opprefe'd their tender heafts. Debo- 
KAH fifft reooyejiog ^p^^chjfc 'broke ^ 
awful filepce. How- ^rcadful tho 
ftrokc, faid flie, which at once carries 
death through all the viripus tribes^of 
beings, and even covering the earth g; 
hides the beauties of the Ir^s afuV 
plants, fruits and flowers^ xind^r, ttjifil 
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overwiielming waters ! But almigbtjr 
power^ <iire^d by mercy^ will fee 
bounds to the torrent^ that it invade 
Bot thts momttain, our happy abode. 
This Paradife, probably rifes too high 
to be overftowM by the flood. Bleflfed 
be the Lofti> of Heaven and earthy 
who renders k a place of ftfety ! 

Indulge not^ &id Milcar, fuchvam 
expeftations. This garden^ though 
planted by God himfdf^ w^o rendered 
k fo lovely^ is not exempted frofl» 
iiaring the commonr ^e. The family 
t/f N6AH ahme, will be ipar'd^. with 
Ihe animals he is to enclole in a floats 
mg haufe, btrik after a divine models 
Aat you may be pr^rvM i a lafety froni 
fte agitated waten*. 

A1a» ! try^i KtftSiiHAFtrcit, in a 
flaimfve voice, dien wiH be faid Walle, 
Ihis knrely plantation, ihefe peaceful 
b#wer$9 fhit feat of innocencfi crux 
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hi^fpf mzt'pFt ' fbil^ which we hopM to 
have fcen peopFd with a vntuoits race 
ef fons 2mA daughters. This delight- 
ful fpot, «4iere the dear *Hr is im- 
provM by gaks wafted from the fpicy 
groves^ we muft quit» for the narrow 
Kmits of a little priibn. Theft Aowers,. 
tiiat will hardly grow In a mcantr foil^ 
which I have vifeed at caily mom^ 
which widi teikder hand I rc2Lx'i from 
the opening kwfe^ a0d gat« them names 
diftated hy my (oftim^y wfll h^ng 
dawn tlMir iovely headty wMi^^'at^ 
did No ttorefliatt I twfn theih t«wsrd^ 
the Ain ; *9 more raage thi^m iocord->^ 
kg 0^ tftmr tribes; iix» fhoife refreflt 
tttie« ifroiii the ^mhrofittt <^ng1 The 
ctti-rent i4>f the riAiiVg '^a^er, ini^Vl 
with d^tt^ CMldiilfed^flotiQfs^wiU dt)«t)t; 
k6^ bieak dkw'tendef tl^im^ -itearti^ 
th«w ri«m^ Md^di^flfroj^lKiith^tfkfi^ 
ers aoa^their <Mk I .Thii9 llie lament- 
fii her. plautt andlIo««9s;. if^ kfe 
griev'd than Eve, at quitting th* 
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beauties' of Par^difei Mfhea an anget 
brought Apam /Mid her the orders of 
the Almighty, to leave that feat of 
bJifs> and tirauel to a land of toil and 
labour, 

Thamak's geatte heart was fliut a- 
gaiaft every. ^xio,M5 Cgbt and feeding 
oa thoughts that; bore ar more amiable 
afpcf^ ieuled into a p^cid ferenity* 
To me, (aid fhe» no plape flxnU be dreary, 
no con^nement <j[i£&gffeable^ while I ear 
j(^ the ^OiiverfaHein 6i my dear Ham. 
Wbertev^iP he h chat will I efie^m my 
native place. The bloflbmol the thorn 
ihall be as the f ofe, tbe^ fmell of the 
pifie be as cinnauKMi, and the |uice of 
|)v^ bifchy as i.wine pref^d from the 
gi;ape» 3iit with Ham t^ wani evei> 
pf theje (h^U be. difregftnied^' U yiitU 
jbdmt I baveM^uiAH's ^e^ionate bve, 
the kindncfs of my brothers alkl Mers, 
NpAu's prayers and SiVHA'a vigilant 
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wiCJoni) my mind will be under all 
events ferene* 

From an devated fource Aovi^d D£* 
Borah's fenttments.^ In whatever fpot 
we are placed, (aid ihe, wherheH ia this 
divine garden, under tfae arch'dxanop]r 
of the heavens, or ;amtdft the wares oF 
the oce^n, we are encompafs'd by.tfae 
prefence of the Aj^migh^y, dur all-* 

GRACIOUS PRES£^yf R, Whpj fiUs tbo 

earth, the fba, the water, aed the firiMr 
ment, and into the darkeft^ place poura 
the breatb of life, aod aU pervadu^ 

light. , ' 



. J.I' 



Thus, they at length Jb^cartmrefigrfdy 
yetcaft mapy tender loojcs op the planti 
and flowers, while they in^h^l^ the fpi- 
cy air. with eager drau^ts, Tbi^Hi 
^ufbands heard with pleafure^he^ pla^ 
cid virtue, and now. fou^d ,it jeafi^ ifx, 
alTume the fame tranijuility. , ^ .♦ 



Zsi N O A. H. Book VI. 

NoAM returning from the facrifice^ 
found them chear'd by his pnefence,. 
and heard them with grateful lips, a- 
doMe die LoRiD« . The «nfutng day he 
^idodiib&nan cotiqMffiy^ Milca» 
JciBiataM in tkc mcunuin to inftru6k 
tiie women in gathering plants and roots 
hr iocri^ -uritfa fruit of various kisuls, 
mngffog eftcb 4;>ecies' in heaps, while 
ttofe of vinous juke they dry'd« 
6Mi]M^! berries, kemeii and thofe of 
lufUous ij^iiip tbey ptuck'd, with every 
tptKms piso^er fer jnati and beaft, ftrip- 
pang trtt^ fbr^U and tm(h. Noam ac«- 
company*d his fens to the lower terraft, 
there by joint labour, to build the hea- 
ven-pfann^ su^; ' But firft fecne were 
4ft«6ked 4o leacl the %eftfts of burthen 
wkh Sirak^s furniture and utcnfils^ 
•nt!' bring liitm down. The horfc 
and* mule, now ilkt the camel, their 
companion, • with ready obedience bent 
their knees, to receive the appointed 
burdeji, and, tractable followed their 
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leaders^ WJtk cqutl irfacrity Aey 
drew beams smd planks to Noah's 
rdwclling. ' 

• - * ' 

:r vTJbe . pious 'jpfmarcb ddsfi fiot 
Ito begin the aiik, and attentively iiii^ 
reded the ktiglit, beig|bt «iitfl bfttadtb» 
^xxDo^ng.to xht pbm feat him bom, 
Hcnvcn ; ifesai^iiBija^eat ptrt-af ^im 
ivronk pecforoi'd bgr tho^^wfaom itvas 
JKX to /0ve$:4dBdtKoAu':« {(^mtafhat^ 
^ the &ixpmim$ AmAuae^ CoolfiaM 

(the Aporsotf' each Aony.^f rbomtd^^ asuf, 
3vUh commodiovis variety^ vfiJ^te plfft** 
jji^^forWrdB, beiiil$ uml ixKtfu \ TJit 
Moi^T Hi^jfa;wb0grA^¥>iilif fimti'd thf 
jpJanj Jiafie^'4, the fwarJk;» and whut 
j^engfix t^c^^y» labour ^iiBf^ir'd,. the 
jimilders; fomd «acb m^^ rcftprM^ 
Tho' large the ftruiturc, and the ii^orfcf 
men few, each day faw it rife^ for 
Goi^ iftriing^he ntxv€$ of rAc bnilflers 
vitb ^iSdvitf .and fiacice {iipcm^utaL I 
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' During the Work^ the day of w^rath 
was ever pre&nt \o their minds, tho' 
without folicitude for their prefervatiorv, 
which was fure ; yet ought net the 
£ai #hich'had weary'd out the Divine 
Jenity^-^which from the heart iocas'd 
in ifoa h$i precluded the monitory 
oally and all the offers of heavenly 
:grace*-^oght not that goodncfs which 
^om fo many myriads them alone 
•^titPOttld fpare^ and hire them up above 
tbeiinking^srth^empioy their thoughts^ 
'$n& enilaMe alt' their tncintal powers ? 
Yet to the human mirid diifitult feemM 
their pt^^feyvatioA I (ii&cult the deftrucN 
tioii of 4!he^earth j difllcult that fuch a 
lif^arsfiiduld 'ride <^. the yielfitng v^aves. 
TPiiiis wifli thoughts agitated and per- 
plc»'d, -they,* and'chiefly Ham, Ja- 
bourM to'Icam the pro<^fs of this great 
went/ ' " .■:.-..> " i 

One ocean alofie, faidfhe, willfiire- 
ly ttot fuf&ce;f6rthe deftru^ion of the 
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worlJj for not only the plains, but 
the inountaiiii^ and the cedars on their 
tops, with ths? (lately edifices^ temples 
and pyramids, the boaft of the giants^ 
with the tower whofe extenfive bafe op- 
preffes the foil, and whofe bulk impedes 
the light, the flood will cover. How 
incomprehenfible is this to our under- 
ftanding ! Whence (hall this ocean be 
drawn ? Are there under the earth im- 
menfe refervoirs of water ? And if there 
be, is it not ftagnant? What engine 
can raife it from fuch a depth ? This 
can be alone perform'd by that omni- 
potent power which firft created and 
difposM the earth. But it is doubtful, 
whether the Almighty will alt^r the 
laws of the creation ; for, were He to 
pour forth the waters of the circumflu- 
ent ocean, or thofe that lie in the fub- 
terranean abyfs, can this be efFeded 
without confounding the heavens and 
the earth. Was the ark intended for 
fwiftnefs, a head gradually terminating 
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tn a point, wduld better cut the n^'avcs: 
But probaMy the angel wfad 19 to guard 
ihe ark) will guide it to a place^ whero 
fio billows ragC) nor howling winds are 
heard. 

Thus they ftrove, by vaia conjee* 
turesj to difcovcr the means that were 
to produce the deluge ; but flrove in 
vaim 



Thi Xiw or THE FiasT yoa.uME. 



4 



» 



* 



, . I 



BooKtprtntedfor F. NrifBtliYi at the 
Crown in Pittmofter Row. 

I. AN EcckfiaftJcal Hiftory ; from 
j[\ the Birth of Chrift, to the pre- ' 
fcnt Time, written originaHy tn FtAich * 
by Mr. Formey^ Secretary to the Acade- 
mxr of Sciences at Berlin. To which is 
aaded an Appendix, giving an Account 
of the People called Methodifts. In two 
Vols. 8vo. Price o s. botind. 

2. A concrfe Hiftory of Philosophy, 
and Philofophers, by Mr. Pormevy 
M. D. S. E. Profeflbr of Phitefophy, 
Perpetual Secretary of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences and Belles Lettres of 
Bertin^ Member of the Imperial Aca- 
demy of Peterjbttrgh^ and the Acadentia 
Curlofirum \ Fellow of the Roy^l Soci- 
ety of Lonikfij and «f the Societt^ of 

Boltrgntty Ootting^nj Griefswald^ yena^ 
Hemftadl and Ghahns^ i2mo. Price 31, 
bound. 

3. ElementaryPrittciplcs of the Belles 
Lcftrcs, with Refiefiions on PaWtc Ex* 
hibitions by the abore Author. Trtnt^ 
latcd from the French by the late Mr. 
Shper Fttrenum^ izmo. Priee 3 j. bpmtd. 

4. The Vicat of Wakefield, a Tale. 
Suppofed to be written byhimfclf. In 
aVolsr. i2ma. Price 6 j. bound, 3d Ed. 

5. Memoirs of Count Latty't from his 
embarking for the Eafi Indies^ as Com-^ 



BooKBfrifttfd/ar F. Newberv, 

inander.ifi Chief of tbe Frineh Forces in 
that Country, to hi$ being fent Prifoner 
of War to England^ after the Surrender 
of Pondicherry. Confifting of Pieces 
written by himfelf, and addrefled to his 
Judges in Anfwer to the Charges brought 
againft him by the Attorney General of 
his moft Chriftian Majefty.. llluftrated 
by a Map of his military Operations in 
the Eq/} Jndiesy to which are added 
Accounts of the prior Part of his Life, 
his Condemnation, and £xecution,with 
fuch other Pieces, (mofl of them pro- 
d4iced on his Trial) as were thought 
ncceflary to illuftratehis Civil andMiii- 
tary Chara<£lerf, 8vo. Price 51. bound. 
. ^.PraAical Ql^tervations on the 
Culture of Lucern?^ T^urnips, Burnet, 
Timothy Grafs^.and pawl Meadow 
Grafs, communicated by Letters to Dr. 
Templeman^ Secretary of the Society for 
the Encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
fguSures and Commerce. To which ii»^ 
added,' an Appendix, containing Com- 
parative (£ftimate;p of the Expcnceand 
Prgifix in Drill a^d BrQadcaft Hu(ban- 
dry,' jn different Parts of England and 
Ireland; and an Account of fome New 
and improved Inftmments in Hufban- 
dry, wiih the prices annexed to nioft 
of them. Price 1/. 



